
TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

Subject Record (MARC21 format)
  
Record Leader

Leader N

0-4 Logical Record Length N Length of the record. 01890 Total number of characters in the 
record; including the record 
terminator character.

5 Record Status N An alphabetical code indicating
if the record is new (n), 
corrected/revised (c), or 
deleted (d).

n  

6 Type of Record N Type of record (z indicates 
"authority")

z

7-8 undefined N [spaces]  
9 Character Coding 

Scheme
N Whether the MARC-8 or 

Unicode character set is used. 
Space indicates MARC-8.

[space]

10 Indicator Count N Number of character positions 
used for indicators at the 
beginning of variable fields.

2  

11 Subfield Code Length N Number of character positions 
used for each subfield code in 
a variable data field.

2  

12-16 Base Address of Data N Offset of the first Control or 
Data Field in the record

00337

17 Encoding Level N A one-character code that 
indicates whether the record is 
complete.

n n = Complete authority record; the 
record meets national level record 
requirements.

 18-19 undefined N [spaces]  
 20 Length of Field Length N Length of the length-of-field 

portion of Directory entries.
4  

 21 Starting Character 
Length

N Length of the starting-
character-position portion of 
Directory entries.

5  

 22 Implementation 
Position

N Length of the implementation-
defined portion of Directory 
entries.

0  

 23 undefined N 0  

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y Directory begins at position 24, and 

subsequent positions are counted 
from there. This set of fields repeats.



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

 0-2 tag N Three-digit number that 
identifies a control or variable 
field.

1

 3-6 field length N Number of characters in the 
field.

6  

 7-11 starting character 
position

N The character position of the 
first character of the field 
relative to the Base Address of 
Data in bytes 12-16 of the 
Leader.

0  

Control Fields
001 Subject ID N A numeric code that uniquely 

identifies each entity in the 
Getty system.

500000063

008 Fixed Fields N 040630990729nf annnnaabn a a a c

0-5 Date Entered on File N The date the record was 
generated by our output 
program [yymmdd].

040630

6 Direct or Indirect 
Geographic 
Subdivision

N What kind of geographical 
subdivisions a heading may 
have.

[space] [space] = Not subdivided 
geographically

7 Romanization Scheme N Standard used for 
romanization of the 1xx field. 

| | = No attempt to code.

8 Language of Catalog N Whether the 1xx heading is 
valid according to rules for 
specific languages

[space] [space] = no information provided.

9 Kind of Record N Whether the 1xx heading is 
established

a a = established heading

10 Descriptive Cataloging 
Rules

N Rules for descriptive 
cataloging used to make the 
record. 

| | = no attempt to code

11 Subject Heading 
System

N Indicates the conventions used 
to formulate the 1xx field. 

z z = other system

12 Type of Series N Type of series heading in 1xx 
field.

n n = not applicable.

13 Numbered or 
Unnumbered Series

N Numbering characteristics of 
the 1xx field.

n n = not applicable.

14 Heading Use -- Main 
or Added Entry

N Indicates if the heading is 
appropriate as a main or 
added entry. 

| | = no attempt to code

15 Heading Use -- 
Subject Added Entry

N Indicates if the heading is 
appropriate as a subject added 
entry.

| | = no attempt to code

16 Heading Use -- Series 
Added Entry

N Indicates if the heading is 
appropriate as a series added 
entry.

| | = no attempt to code



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

17 Type of Subject 
Subdivision

N Type of subject subdivision in 
the 1xx field.

| | = no attempt to code

18 Record Type N p p = person, c = corporate body
19 Merged Status N Whether the record is the 

result of a merge
m m = merged, [space] = not merged

20-23 Sort Order N The sort order of this entity 
under its parent entity

0001 Used to generate a canonical 
sequence among siblings. If the Sort 
Orders for all siblings are 0001, they 
should be sorted alphabetically.

24-27 undefined N [spaces]  
28 Type of Government 

Agency
N Whether the 1xx heading 

represents a government 
agency.

| | = no attempt to code

29 Reference Evaluation N Whether the 4xx/5xx tracings 
have been evaluated for 
consistency with the rules used
to formulate the 1xx heading

b b = tracings are not necessarily 
consistent

30 undefined N  [space]  
31 Record Update in 

Process
N Whether a change to the 

record is being considered
a a = record can be used.

32 Undifferentiated 
Personal Name

N Whether the 1xx heading is a 
unique name.

n n = not applicable
| = no attempt to code

33 Level of Establishment N Indicates the extent to which 
the 1xx heading conforms to 
the rules indicated in 008/10-
11. 

a a = fully established.

34-37 undefined N  [spaces]  
38 Modified Record N Whether the record has been 

shortened or has characters 
missing

[space] [space] = not modified

39 Cataloging Source N Indicates the creator of the 
record. 

d d = other

Data Fields

035 Legacy ID N

z Legacy ID N (CMalG-V)16097 The unique ID of the entity in the 
previous edition, preceded by the 
organization code for the Getty 
Vocabulary Program.

040 Cataloging Source N
a Original Cataloging 

Agency
N CMalG-V  

c Transcribing Agency N CMalG-V
1xx Preferred Name N 100 or 110



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

a Term Text N The preferred term for the 
entity followed by a 
biographical phrase in 
parentheses

Remenick, Seymour (American artist, 
1923-)

I (eye) Term ID N The unique ID of the term in 
the Getty system

1500000230

Q Qualifier N
T Term Type N N/A
G Display Name N Index
H Historic Flag N N/A
D Display Date N
S Start Date N
E End Date N
V Vernacular N Vernacular
L Preferred Language N Multiple languages are separated by 

comma-space
M Non-Preferred 

Language
N Multiple languages are separated by 

comma-space
A AACR2 Flag N N/A
O (oh) Other Flags N N/A
8 Display Order N 500000063.1 The example shows that this entity is

the first in the set of children of 
500000063

4xx Variant Term Y
5xx Related Term Y If ‡w=g, Indicator 1: 1 = preferred, 0 

= non-preferred
w Class of Relationship N Describes the type of 

relationship between the 1xx 
and 5xx entities

n g = parent relationship
n = other relationship

W Type of Relationship N student of For ‡w = n only
a Related Term N Righini, Pietro
0 (zero) Related Subject ID N 500033036 Subject ID of the related entity.
H Historic Flag N Historical
D Display Date N 1733-1736
S Start Date N 1733
E End Date N 1736
N Note N For ‡w = n only

670 Sources Y Indicator 1: 1 = source for Subject 
(entity), 2 = source for Term, 3 = 
source for Descriptive Note (678 or 
680 field)

If Indicator 1 = 2, then Indicator 2: 1 
= preferred, 0 = non-preferred, 2 = 
alternate preferred, [space] = 
unknown

a Source ID N Source where data was found 2100041061/Witt Checklist of 
Painters c. 1200-1976 (1978)

Source ID includes the brief citation

P Page N Page reference 143-150

Subfields the same as for 1xx, except that the ‡a subfield does not include a biographical phrase



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

b Term N The Term to which the Source 
applies

For Indicator 1 = 2 only

678 Descriptive Note N
i Note Text N Text of the Descriptive Note Painter best known for his bird's-eye 

view landscapes
C Contributor ID N ID of the contributing 

organization
2500000013/VP Contributor ID includes the brief 

name of the contributor
901 Role Y Indicator 1: 1 = preferred, 0 = non-

preferred
a Role ID N 31437/printmaker
H Historic Flag N
D Display Date N
S Start Date N
E End Date N
8 Display Order N 500000063.1 The example shows that this entity is

the first in the set of children of 
500000063

905 Hierarchy N Y ‡aPerson Each ancestor is given its own 
subfield in sequence beginning with 
‡a

910 Contributor Y Y Organizations that contributed 
to the data in the record

Indicator 1: 1 = subject contributor, 2 
= term contributor

If Indicator 1 = 2, then Indicator 2: 1 
= preferred, 0 = non-preferred, 2 = 
alternate preferred, [space] = 
unknown

a N Contributor ID 2500000013/VP Contributor ID includes the brief 
name of the contributor

t N Term Contributed Present only if Indicator 1 = 2
915 Biography Y Indicator 1: 1 = preferred, 0 = non-

preferred
a Biography Text N American artist, 1923-
I (eye) Biography ID N 4000000174
b Birth Date N 1923
c Birth Place N
f Death Date N 2023
g Death Place N
k Sex N Male
m Contributor N WCP

920 Event Y Indicator 1: 1 = preferred, 0 = non-
preferred

a Event ID N 12002/active Event ID includes the name of the 
event

D Display Date N 1737-1762
S Start Date N 1737
E End Date N 1762
p Place N 42433900002/Naples (Napoli 

province, Campania, Italy)



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

8 Display Order N 500000722.1
925 Nationality Y Indicator 1: 1 = preferred, 0 = non-

preferred
a Nationality Code 902300/Italian Nationality Code includes the name 

of the nationality
8 Display Order 500000722.1

929 Revision Y
a Action N added
I (eye) Revision ID N 5500001999
b Aspect N Associative Relationships
d Date and Time N 2002-02-24 12:24:33
n Note N Re, Vincenzo del (500000722) 

'student of' Righini, Pietro 
(500033036)

u User Name N JSMITH

Contributor Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

17 Encoding Level N A one-character code that 
indicates whether the record is 
complete.

o o = Incompete. Does not meet 
national level requirements

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Contributor ID N
008 Fixed Fields N 040630 | a|znn||||          |n ana     d

0-5 Date Entered on File N The date the record was 
generated by our output 
program [yymmdd].

040630

6 Direct or Indirect 
Geographic 
Subdivision

N What kind of geographical 
subdivisions a heading may 
have.

[space] [space] = Not subdivided 
geographically

7 Romanization Scheme N Standard used for 
romanization of the 1xx field. 

| | = No attempt to code.

8 Language of Catalog N Whether the 1xx heading is 
valid according to rules for 
specific languages

[space] [space] = no information provided.

9 Kind of Record N Whether the 1xx heading is 
established

a a = established heading

10 Descriptive Cataloging 
Rules

N Rules for descriptive 
cataloging used to make the 
record. 

| | = no attempt to code

Same as for Subject Record except for byte 17

Same as for Subject Record



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

11 Subject Heading 
System

N Indicates the conventions used 
to formulate the 1xx field. 

z z = other system

12 Type of Series N Type of series heading in 1xx 
field.

n n = not applicable.

13 Numbered or 
Unnumbered Series

N Numbering characteristics of 
the 1xx field.

n n = not applicable.

14 Heading Use -- Main 
or Added Entry

N Indicates if the heading is 
appropriate as a main or 
added entry. 

| | = no attempt to code

15 Heading Use -- 
Subject Added Entry

N Indicates if the heading is 
appropriate as a subject added 
entry.

| | = no attempt to code

16 Heading Use -- Series 
Added Entry

N Indicates if the heading is 
appropriate as a series added 
entry.

| | = no attempt to code

17 Type of Subject 
Subdivision

N Type of subject subdivision in 
the 1xx field.

| | = no attempt to code

18-27 undefined N [spaces]  
28 Type of Government 

Agency
N Whether the 1xx heading 

represents a government 
agency.

| | = no attempt to code

29 Reference Evaluation N Whether the 4xx/5xx tracings 
have been evaluated for 
consistency with the rules used
to formulate the 1xx heading

n n = not applicable

30 undefined N  [space]  
31 Record Update in 

Process
N Whether a change to the 

record is being considered
a a = record can be used.

32 Undifferentiated 
Personal Name

N Whether the 1xx heading is a 
unique name.

n n = not applicable

33 Level of Establishment N Indicates the extent to which 
the 1xx heading conforms to 
the rules indicated in 008/10-
11. 

a a = fully established.

34-37 undefined N  [spaces]  
38 Modified Record N Whether the record has been 

shortened or has characters 
missing

[space] [space] = not modified

39 Cataloging Source N Indicates the creator of the 
record. 

d d = other

34-37 undefined N  [spaces]  
38 Modified Record N Whether the record has been 

shortened or has characters 
missing

[space] [space] = not modified

39 Cataloging Source N Indicates the creator of the 
record. 

d d = other

Data Fields



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

040 Cataloging Source N
110 Contributor N

a Full Name N
g Brief Name N

Event Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Event ID N
008 Fixed Fields N

Data Fields

040 Cataloging Source N
150 Event N

a Event Name N

Language Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Language ID N
008 Fixed Fields N

Data Fields

040 Cataloging Source N
150 Language N

a Language Name N

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

Merge Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Subject ID N
008 Fixed Fields N

Data Fields

035 Merge History N
N New Subject ID N
D Dominant Subject ID N

040 Cataloging Source N

Nationality Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Nationality Code N
008 Fixed Fields N

Data Fields

040 Cataloging Source N
151 Nationality N

a Nationality Name N

Place Record (MARC21 format)

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

Record Leader
Leader N

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Place ID N
008 Fixed Fields N

Data Fields

040 Cataloging Source N
151 Place N

a Place Name N

Role Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

Record Directory
Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Role ID N
008 Fixed Fields N

Data Fields

040 Cataloging Source N
150 Role N

a Role Name N

Source Record (MARC21 format)
Record Leader

Leader N

Record Directory

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record



TAG FIELD NAME FIELD 
REPEATABLE

SUBFIELD 
OR OFFSET

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET NAME

SUBFIELD OR 
OFFSET 

REPEATABLE

DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE NOTE

Directory Entry Y

Control Fields
001 Source ID N
008 Fixed Fields N

19 Merged Status N Whether the record is the 
result of a merge

m m = merged, [space] = not merged

Data Fields

040 Cataloging Source N
245 Source N

a Brief Citation N
B Full Citation N
N Note N

929 Revision Y

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Subject Record

Same as for Contributor Record except byte 19

Same as for Subject Record


