
Kingdoms, Empires, 
and Sites:
HISTORIC CONCEPTS IN TGN

ITWG: August 2017
Jonathan Ward, Editor

Getty Vocabulary Program



TGN History:
#empires, kingdoms, colonies, khanates, sultanates, lost 

settlements, archaeological sites, World Heritage Sites, cave 
dwellings, rock shelters

By Karte: NordNordWest, 
Lizenz: Creative Commons 
by-sa-3.0 de, CC BY-SA 3.0 
de, 
https://commons.wikimedia
.org/w/index.php?curid=34
320797



NAPATA, SUDAN
By Bertramz - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5593590



The Past = The Future

Systematically adding new concepts 
(editors and contributors)

Editing, expanding, and harmonizing 
existing records

Creating new links and relationships 
between terms, hierarchies







Silk Road (TGN: 7031416)

Linked via “is location of” relationship 

CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=721591



Nubia

Kush



 Alternate parent
 Dates for place 

types

By Photographer: B N Chagny - taken from en.wikipedia.
org, there under CC 1.0, with descripton: Aerial view of the 
Nubian pyramids at Meroe 
Image owner: Francis Geius - Mission SFDAS 2001, CC BY-SA 1.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=337509



 Associative 
relationships

By Photographer: B N Chagny - taken from en.wikipedia.
org, there under CC 1.0, with descripton: Aerial view of the 
Nubian pyramids at Meroe 
Image owner: Francis Geius - Mission SFDAS 2001, CC BY-SA 1.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=337509



“Portuguese Empire”



Matapa (TGN ID: 8698199)



Textdatenbank und Worterbuch
des Klassischen Maya



Issues with Existing TGN Records

Grouped historic and contemporary terms (LoC method)
Geographic and administrative differences



TGN: Breaking out historic terms into new records





“Islands” as 
physical feature

“Islands” as
variant name



Novae, Bulgaria
By Kleo73 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7769729
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