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Part One: Editorial Updates
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Editorial News and Updates

ULAN – RKD (220,000 artists, variant names, biographical information, links)
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RKD contribution, 2021-22
ULAN
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Editorial News and Updates

ULAN – RKD (220,000 artists, variant names, biographical information, links)

ULAN – Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (3k, kanji)
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TOBUNKEN, 2021
ULAN
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Editorial News and Updates

ULAN – RKD (220,000 artists, variant names, biographical information, links)

ULAN – Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (3k, kanji)

CONA – Built Works Registry (70,000+ records)
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Built Works Registry, CONA
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Editorial News and Updates

ULAN – RKD (220,000 artists, variant names, biographical information, links)

ULAN – Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (3k, kanji)

CONA – Built Works Registry (70,000+ records)

TGN – National GeoSpatial Agency data load (Iran, Japan, Brazil, Russia)
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NGA load to TGN
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Editorial News and Updates

ULAN – RKD (220,000 artists, variant names, biographical information, links)

ULAN – Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (3k, kanji)

CONA – Built Works Registry (70,000+ records)

TGN – National GeoSpatial Agency data load (Iran, Japan, Brazil, Russia)

AAT and ULAN: terms from GRI initiatives – Florentine Codex and East German 
artists
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Florentine Codex
Initiative, GRI

AAT, ULAN, CONA
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ULAN:
East German Artists, 
GRI curatorial
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Part Two: Technological Updates
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Technical News and Updates

New functionality in the OpenRefine reconciliation service
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https://services.getty.edu/vocab/reconcile
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Technical News and Updates

New functionality in the OpenRefine reconciliation service

Alma Refine (ExLibris)

Webform available with all browsers
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Part Three: Thesaurus Issues and Beyond
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Thesaurus Issues and Beyond

Outside consultant analyzes the Getty Vocabularies in Spring 2021

Primary suggestions: 

• Vision statement expressing the need for the Vocabularies’ true encyclopedism 
that is pluralist, decolonized, and socially just.

• Proactivity in finding new terms in underrepresented areas of the Vocabularies
• We must mine existing data sets in contemporary publications
• Outreach to scholars and historians that work with underrepresented 

communities, to further enhance our data. 
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Thesaurus Issues and Beyond

Unbiased and Inclusive Terminologies – Examining in Relation to Vocabularies and 
Thesauri as a whole

- What are the primary issues?

- Where do we in the Getty Vocabulary Program stand? 
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Primary issues:

• Provide structure and practice to facilitate different points of view
• Facilitate use of unbiased terminology
• Facilitate inclusion of terms to express ambiguity or uncertainty, and points of 

view of various cultures
• Acknowledge cultural traditions
• Sensitivity to “preferred terms” with regard to ethnicity, gender identity and 

preferences
• Sensitivity to biased historical points of view
• Respect personal privacy with critical ability to research
• Ensure accessibility and inclusivity for the user community
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Where do we stand? 

• Mandate of multilinguality, inclusivity, and flexibility in data structure
• Do not prescribe how to use terms, instead assist in decision-making
• Contextual information provided via flags and data fields
• Historic and obsolete terms are included for indexing, and may be indicated 

through flags and dates
• We are not in the position to make weighty decisions
• We allow expert communities as contributors to actuate change in content
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AAT
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AAT
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AAT
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AAT
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AAT
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TGN
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ULAN
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TGN
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ULAN
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The future?

• Reimagining these goals of inclusivity and multilinguality

• Nurturing new relationships and contributions within our metadata community

• New ideas about how to serve our three audiences

• Additional co-referencing between Vocab records and other resources

• Continuing to have our data remain free and open
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https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/
vocabularies/training.html



Jonathan Ward
Sr Editor, Getty Vocabulary Program

Getty Research Institute
jward@getty.edu
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Thank you!
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