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http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=rhyta&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300198841
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Provide proof that the concept for “rhyta” in AAT could be 
represented as LOD without losing any of its rich content.



• Unique and persistent 
term IDs

• Languages are 
attributes of term

• Same term in multiple 
languages

• Parts of speach
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For the full list see “Crosswalk by Concept”
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/crosswalk_aat_assoc_rels.pdf
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Hierarchical

Associative

• Multiple parents
• Multiple other relationships
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Chinese

Dutch

Spanish

German



• Subject
• Created
• Updated
• Term added
• Term deleted
• Note created
• Note updated
• Moved
• Parent added
• Relation deleted
• Merged
• Issued

• Source
• Created
• Updated
• Merge

Obsolete Subjects
• When, for some reason the 

concept is deleted, we also 
provide continuity.
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• The way data is being published on the web is currently in 
transition.

• A current trend in managing art information is to increasingly 
make data about art, architecture, and cultural objects 
available as Linked Open Data.

• This applies to the information directly describing the objects, 
but also to the vocabularies used in the descriptions. 

• For several years, the Getty Vocabulary team had been 
receiving legitimate requests to publish our thesauri as LOD.

• Dr. Zeng’s 62-page report convinced us that it was possible to 
publish all of our data as LOD. It was time to stop asking 
“why” and to start exploring “how” to make it happen.
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Some facts and links that helped us take the leap into the LOD world
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• Tim Berners-Lee is the director of the World Wide Web Consortium 
(W3C). 

• Semantic Network Model was formed in the early 60s as a form to 
represent semantically structured knowledge.

• In 1998 Tim Berners-Lee created this “attempt to give a high-level 
plan of the architecture of the Semantic WWW.”  
http://www.w3.org/DesignIssues/Semantic.html

• The original 2001 Scientific American article by Berners-Lee 
described an expected evolution of the existing Web to a Semantic 
Web.

• He defined the Semantic Web as a “web of data that can be 
processed directly and indirectly by machines.”

• By 2010, it was a reality 
http://www.ted.com/talks/tim_berners_lee_the_year_open_data_went_worldwide.html
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• Europeana Video
• Sometimes a picture is worth a thousand words – in this case, it’s a video
• http://vimeo.com/36752317

• Semantic Technology & Business Conference
• http://semtechbizsf2013.semanticweb.com/agenda.cfm?confid=70&sche

duleDay=PRINT

• Linked Open Data in Libraries Archives and Museums 
(LODLAM)
• http://lodlam.net/

• Virtual International Authority File (VIAF)
• Hosted by OCLC (Online Computer Library Center)
• http://www.viaf.org/
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• Linked Documents on the Web
• Connected by hypertext
• Allows users to traverse via Web browsers
• Data is made available in formats such as CSV, XML, or marked up as HTML 

tables

• Linked Data on the Web
• Connects data from diverse domains such as people, books, scientific 

publications, films, genes, drugs and clinical trials, online communities, 
statistical and scientific data.

• Enables new generation of search engines that follow the links between data 
sources to deliver more complete answers as new data sources appear

• Operate on top of an unbound, global data space.
• Uses the Web to create typed links between data from different sources.
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• Linked Data
• A set of best practices for publishing and connecting structured data on the Web to enable 

the interlinking possibilities.
• It builds upon standard Web technologies such as HTTP and URIs.
• But, rather than using them to serve web pages for human readers, it extends them to share 

information in a way that  can be read automatically by computers. 

• Open data 
• The idea that certain data should be freely available to everyone to use and republish as 

they wish, without restrictions from copyright, patents or other mechanisms of control. 

• Linked Open Data (LOD)
• A community project, sponsored by the Semantic Web Education and Outreach group of the 

W3C, to extend the Web with a data commons by publishing various open datasets as RDF 
on the WEB and by setting RDF links between data items from different data sources.

• Both linked and open.
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To offer the Getty Vocabularies as Conduits to connect resources
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http://vocab.getty.edu
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AATA Online
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The Getty Vocabularies acts as a conduit to 
connect the projects to each other. 
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Finally, our time had 
come!
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General information site
• Target audience: Anyone interested in 

general information about the project
• http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/lod

/index.html
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SPARQL Endpoint
• Target audience: Developers and 

programmers who are interested in 
consuming the data

• http://vocab.getty.edu/



February 2014
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August 2014

In the first few days
1,700 hits / over 200 tweets
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EADitor

Ethan Gruber
US Numismatic Society

Nomisma.org
Kerameikos.org
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Visualizing Hierarchies with d3js

Matthew Lincoln
http://matthewlincoln.net/2014/02/21/hierarchies-of-the-getty.html
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Visualization of AAT "Rhyta" on en.lodlive.it
http://en.lodlive.it/?http://vocab.getty.edu/aat/300198841
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Getty Vocabularies as LOD

A major 2014 milestone for 
the LODLAM community

LODLAM: Linked Open Data in 
Libraries Archives and Museums
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http://www.partage-plus.eu/

Partage Plus 
Digitising and Enabling 

Art Nouveau for 
Europeana

© 2014 J. Paul Getty Trust, author: Joan Cobb .For educational purposes only. Do not distribute.



Indexing Plugin for Adobe Bridge
Greg Reser -UC, San Diego Library
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DIGIMUS

AAT 
Classification 

Astrolabe
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Academia Sinica

Digitization of 
the works of 

Chengpo Chen 
(1895-1947)

Using AAT LOD to bridge between the descriptions of the artworks 
in the Chen collection and those in other collections in the world.
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Union List of Artist Names (ULAN)

Cultural Objects Name Authority (CONA) 
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