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Items 
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Update:  
Israel Museum, Jerusalem in 2020 

350,000 museum objects digitized 
 



 
 

 350,000 museum objects registered in database 
for the three wings: Art, Judaica and Archeology 

 150,000 study collection and archival item  

 At least one image for each item  

 Over 100,000 bilingual lexicon terms in 10 main 
tables:  

Artists, Object name, Periods, Place, Materials, Technique, 
Keywords 
 
Staff, Storage, Credit 

 
 
 



Multilingualism and lexicons 

 Lexicon construction  

 Challenges for the bilingual, bidirectional Semitic 
language institution 

 Uses for the lexicon in the database  

 Translations: English, Hebrew, (Arabic pending)  

 Synonyms and homophones  

 Cultural customization  

 Quality assurance guidelines  

 

 

Update:  
Israel Museum, Jerusalem in 2020 

100,000 bilingual lexicon terms  



Item 
Google Art Project 



Item 
Google Art Project 

 



The Israel Museum as a National Authority 
Serving Other Museums 

 ושהרונים" חותם שלמה"קערה עבאסית מעוטרת ב

  9-המאה ה, מסופוטמיה

  MHP51.01, מוזיאון ארץ ישראל

have in common with this Eretz 

Yisrael Museum item? 



Terminology! 

Bowl, decorated with a six pointed star and crescent 

Mesopotamia, 9th  century, Eretz Yisrael Museum, MHP51.01  

 ושהרונים" חותם שלמה"קערה עבאסית מעוטרת ב

  9-המאה ה, מסופוטמיה

  MHP51.01, מוזיאון ארץ ישראל

Mesopotamia 

9th century 



Published LOD 
SKOS / RDF Files 

As part of this project the Ministry of Culture - Department of 

Museums has supported an IMJ project of creating a SKOS version 

of the IMAGINE thesauri. 

 

30,000 terms SKOS - ified 

 

PLACES 

 

OBJECTS 

  

ARTISTS 

 

 PERIODS 

http://www.imj.org.il/imagine/thesaurus/places/placeTOC.htm
http://www.imj.org.il/imagine/thesaurus/allobject.htm
http://www.imj.org.il/imagine/thesaurus/artists/artistTOC.htm
http://www.imj.org.il/imagine/thesaurus/periods/periodTOC.htm


 

IMJ  Thesaurus 
SKOS published in 2010 \ 2013 



 

IMJ  Thesaurus 
SKOS published in 2010 \ 2013 



 

IMJ  Thesaurus 
SKOS published in 2010 \ 2013 



Israeli Ministry of Culture - MANA 
Wikipedia  
VIAF 
Europeana Fashion 
Europeana Photography 
Europeana Judaica 
Wikidata  
Getty 
Judaica Thesaurus 
Cambridge 



ARTISTS TABLE 

Rachel Heller - artist 
Item and lexicon term 



 

VIAF - In coordination with the  
National Library of Israel 

First Getty Mashup 

Adding information in 
cooperation with Getty 
terminologies 



IMJ  Thesaurus 
published in 

VIAF 

VIAF 



IMJ  Thesaurus 
published in 

VIAF 

VIAF 



 

Getty 



International Collaborative Projects 
Europeana 

• Providing a unified access to various collections 

 

• Extend access to a wider community 

 

• Europeana enables people to explore the 55 million 

digital resources of Europe's 2500 museums, libraries, 

archives and audio-visual collections.  

)http://www.europeana.eu/( 

http://www.europeana.eu/


Since 2003, the IMJ has joined in earliest versions of 

Europeana, a pan-European digital library and – as of today 

– shares some 15,000 items online. 

 

The material is aggregated by projects: 

 

Minerva, Athena, Linked Heritage, Judaica, Fashion, 

Photography, Epigraphy 

International Collaborative Projects 
Europeana 

Presently an Expert for Europeana Tech, 

focusing on museum multilingual issues and 

schema and a  Member of the Council of 

Content Providers and Aggregators 

(Europeana Network)  



International Collaborative Projects 
Europeana 



International Collaborative Projects 
Europeana 



 

IMJ Hebrew addition to 
Europeana Fashion 



 

Test Scenario 

Europeana Fashion 



 

Test Scenario 

Europeana Fashion 



 

Test Scenario 

Europeana Fashion 



 

Google analytics to measure success 
EUROPEANA FASHION SOCIAL MEDIA OVERVIEW July 2016 

 
 



IMJ Judaica Europeana Thesaurus 

Judaica category tree 

 

Using a hierarchical tree of 

the thesauri to navigate in 

Europeana content 



 

Test Scenario 
IMJ and Judaica Europeana 



 

Test Scenario 
IMJ and Judaica Europeana 



Wikipedia 



Wikipedia 



In our attempt to make the information easily 
accessible and improvie data use  - Wikidata concepts 
were created:  
 
Identifiers assigned to artists and artwork connected to 
The Information Center for Israeli Art 
6100 artist and 780 outdoor sculptures: 
• Information Center for Israeli Art artwork ID (P5223) 
• Information Center for Israeli Art artist ID (P1736) 

 
 

 Here is a query for a map built with the data 
  

 

Wikidata –Published IMJ Data 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Property:P1736
https://query.wikidata.org/embed.html%23defaultView%3AMap%0ASELECT%20%3Fcoordinates%20%3Fitem%20%3FitemLabel%20%3Fimage%20%7B%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP5223%20%3Fid%20.%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP625%20%3Fcoordinates%20.%0A%20%20OPTIONAL%20%7B%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP18%20%3Fimage%20%7D%20.%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22%5BAUTO_LANGUAGE%5D%2Cen%22.%20%7D%0A%20%20%7D%0A


Wikidata –Mashups 

• Query - With VIAF and ULAN 

• Query - Label in all languages 

• Query - Artists that have an image 

• (note: for items having Property:P1736 – Israel Museum Listed / Israeli Artist) 

https://query.wikidata.org/%23Items%20having%20Property%3AP1736%20with%20VIAF%20and%20ULAN%0A%0ASELECT%20%3Fitem%20%20%3FitemLabel%20%3FICIA%20%3FVIAF%20%3FULAN%20%20%0AWHERE%20%0A%7B%20%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP1736%20%3FICIA.%0A%20%20OPTIONAL%20%7B%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP214%20%3FVIAF.%7D%0A%20%20OPTIONAL%20%7B%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP245%20%3FULAN.%7D%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22%5BAUTO_LANGUAGE%5D%22.%20%7D%0A%7D
https://query.wikidata.org/%23Items%20having%20Property%3AP1736%20in%20all%20given%20languages%0A%0ASELECT%20%3Fitem%20%20%3FICIA%20%3Flabel%20%3Flanguage%0AWHERE%20%0A%7B%20%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP1736%20%3FICIA.%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20rdfs%3Alabel%20%3Flabel%20.%0A%20%20BIND%28LANG%28%3Flabel%29%20AS%20%3Flanguage%29.%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22%5BAUTO_LANGUAGE%5D%22.%20%7D%0A%7D
https://query.wikidata.org/%23Artists%20with%20IAC%20identifier%20and%20photo%0A%23defaultView%3AImageGrid%0A%0ASELECT%20DISTINCT%20%3Fartist%20%3FartistLabel%20%20%3FIACID%20%3Fimage%0AWHERE%0A%7B%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%3Fartist%20wdt%3AP1736%20%3FIACID.%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%23%20ID%20%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%3Fartist%20wdt%3AP18%20%3Fimage.%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%23%20has%20image%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7Bbd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22en%2C%20he%22%20%7D%0A%7D%0A


Getty Feedback  
from IMJ Artists Lexicon 

Data missing – years and nationality 

Getty asks: What is the 
biographical data for 
Gavra Mandil? 



 

VIAF–Mashups 

Getty asks: What is the biographical data for Gavra Mandil? 



 

Wikidata –Mashups 

Getty asks: What is the biographical data for Gavra Mandil? 



 

Wikidata –Mashups 
Getty asks: What is the biographical data for Gavra Mandil? 



Wikidata –Mashups 

Getty asks: What is the biographical data for Gavra Mandil? 



 

Feedback from IMJ Mashups 
IMJ, Getty and Wiki Artists Lexicon 

Duplicate artists with alternate spelling 



Mashups results 
IMJ, Getty, VIAF, Wiki 

Of 10,256 artists… 

• 5387 artist genders identified 

• 1654 nationality, birth and death years updated 



The Future: The Judaica Thesaurus 
 
A future collaboration  between The 
Israel Museum, Jerusalem and the 
Jewish Art and Life Collections 

 
 
 

 
 



Thesaurus: Religious Objects of 
the Catholic Faith 

July 15, 2000 



 

The Future: The Judaica Thesaurus 



 

The Future: The Judaica Thesaurus 



The following curators and institutions 
have expressed an interest in partnering 
with the Israel Museum for this landmark 
project and would join to form an Advisory 
Board: 
• Sharon Liberman-Mintz 
Curator of Jewish Art 
The Library of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary 
New York, USA 
•  Dr. Rachel Heuberger 
Head of Judaica-Division 
University Library Frankfurt, Germany 
•  Dr. Bernhard Purin 
Director, Jewish Museum 
Munich, Germany 
  

• Dr Emile G.L. Schrijver 
Curator, Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana 
University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
•  Dr. Francesco Spagnolo 
Curator, The Magnes Collection of Jewish 
Art and Life 
The Bancroft Library 
University of California, Berkeley, USA 
•  Dr. Vladimir Levin 

Deputy Director, Center for Jewish Art 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 

 

The Future: The Judaica Thesaurus 



The Future: IMJ with Arabic 
Matched to TGN, ULAN and AAT 
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