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Area of research

Conservation documentation

Historical bookbinding

Libraries and archives

Keen on digital tools

Semantic technologies

Content management



  

Project 1: Language of Bindings



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

St. Catherine's form

● Boards



  

St. Catherine's form

● Boards
– Material
– Attachment
– etc.



  

St. Catherine's form

● Boards
– Material

● Wood
● Paper
● etc.

– Attachment
– etc.



  

Schema – glossary – survey form



  



  



  



  

Stitched



  

Stitched

multiple
stations

multiple
stations



  

Stitched

spine
loops
spine
loops



  

Stitched

helical
loops

helical
loops



  

Stitched

knot
down
knot
down

knot
up

knot
up



  

Stitching permutations

● Holes
– 2, 5, 7

● Knot
– Up, down

● Links
– Straight, helical, 

spine loop

● 8 “objects”
● 3 single choices
● Formula:

(8+3-1)!/3!(8-1)!
● Result: 120



  



  

Stitching permutations

● Holes
– 2, 5, 6, 7

● Knot
– Up, down

● Links
– Straight, helical, 

spine loop

● 9 “objects”
● 9 single choices
● Formula:

(9+9-1)!/9!(9-1)!

● Result: 24310



  

Stitching components options

● Components
– Hole
– Knot
– Leg

● Start hole
● End hole
● Path

– Straight
– Spine loop
– Helical



  

Fantastic solution



  

Fantastic solution

Some technical problems

Rendering the schema

End-user searching difficult to implement



  

Fantastic solution

Positive negative:

Yes: existence or not

No: confirmed no existence

NK: unable to confirm if it exists

NA: item does not exist because it is not 
applicable

NC: item hasn't been checked



  

Fantastic solution

Nobody else was using it



  



  

Language of Bindings Network

University of the Arts London
with support from partners

www.ligatus.org.uk/lob



  

Language of Bindings Network
● Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz (University of Graz)
● Österreichische Nationalbibliothek (Austrian National Library)
● Universiteit Antwerpen (Antwerp University)
● Bibliothèque Royale de Belgique (Royal Library of Belgium)
● Sveučilište J.J. Strossmayera (University of Osijek)
● Državni Arhiv u Rijeci (State Archive in Rijeka)
● Akademie Věd České Republiky (Academy of Sciences)
● Det Kongelige Bibliotek (The Royal Library)
● Københavns Universitet (University of Copenhagen)
● Eesti Rahvusraamatukogu (National Library of Estonia)
● Tallinna Ülikool (Tallinn University)
● Bibliothèque Mazarine (Mazarine Library)
● Bibliothèque nationale de France (National Library of France)
● Herzog August Bibliothek (Herzog August Library)
● Μορφωτικό Ίδρυμα Εθνικής Τραπέζης (National Bank Of Greece 

Cultural Foundation)
● Ίδρυμα Τεχνολογίας και Έρευνας (Foundation for Research and 

Technology)
● Coláiste na Tríonóide, Baile Átha Cliath (Trinity College Dublin)
● Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana (National Library of St Mark's)

● Istituto centrale per il restauro e la conservazione del patrimonio 
archivistico e librario (Central Institute for the Restaration and 
conservation of Archives and Libraries)

● Università degli Studi di Catania (University of Siracusa)
● Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze (National Library Florence)
● Ħeritage Malta (Heritage Malta)
● Koninklijke Bibliotheek (The Royal Library)
● Universiteit van Amsterdam (Amsterdam University)
● Universiteit Leiden (Leiden University)
● Nasjonalbiblioteket (National Library of Norway)
● Universitetsbiblioteket i Bergen (Bergen University Library)
● Norges Teknisk-Naturvitenskapelige Universitet (Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology)
● Polskie Stowarzyszenie Sztuki Orientu (Polish Society of Oriental Art)
● Biblioteka Narodowa (The National Library)
● Arhiv Republike Slovenije (Archive of the Republic of Slovenia)
● Patrimonio Nacional, Real Biblioteca (Real Library)
● Universidad Complutense de Madrid (Complutense University of 

Madrid)
● Kungl biblioteket (National Library of Sweden)
● Uppsala Universitetsbibliotek (Uppsala University Library)
● Lunds Universitet (University of Lund)
● University of the Arts London (University of the Arts London)



  



  



  

Language of Bindings Network

Glossary development



  

Example: Getty AAT: headbands
headbands (binding components) 

Note: Functional or ornamental bands of flexible material sewn or adhered to the back of a book's text block at head and tail, projecting slightly above and below the text block.

Terms:

headbands (binding components) (preferred,C,U,LC,English-P,D,U,PN)

headband (binding component) (C,U,English,AD,U,SN)

endbands (C,U,English,UF,U,N)

head bands (binding components) (C,U,English,UF,U,N)

kapitalen (boekbandonderdelen) (C,U,Dutch-P,D,U,U)

kapitaal (boekbandonderdeel) (C,U,Dutch,AD,U,U)

tranchefiles (C,U,French-P,D,U,PN)

tranchefile (C,U,French,AD,U,SN)

Objects Facet

.... Components (Hierarchy Name) (G)

........ components (objects) (G)

............ <components by specific context> (G)

................ <information form components> (G)

.................... <gathered matter components> (G)

........................ <bindings and binding components> (G)

............................ <binding components> (G)

................................ headbands (binding components) (G) 

Related concepts:

....headbanding

Sources and Contributors:

endbands............  [VP]

.................  Binding Terms (1988)

.................  Roberts and Etherington, Bookbinding and the Conservation of Books (1982)

headband (binding component)............  [VP]

...............................................  Getty Vocabulary Program rules

headbands (binding components)............  [VP Preferred]

.....................................................  Binding Terms (1988) headbands

.....................................................  Candidate term Candidate comment -- HRC -- 6/96

.....................................................  CDMARC Subjects: LCSH (1988-) headbands (bookbinding)

.....................................................  Getty Vocabulary Program rules

.....................................................  Glaister, History of the Book (1960) 176; headbands

.....................................................  Greenfield, Books (1983) 5; headbands

.....................................................  Harrod's Librarians' Glossary (1984) headbands

.....................................................  Lee, Bookmaking (1979) Bits of colored cloth that protrude slightly at the back on top and bottom.; headbands

.....................................................  Middleton, Restoration of Leather Bindings (1984) illustration, 108; headbands

.....................................................  Roberts and Etherington, Bookbinding and the Conservation of Books (1982) illustration; headbands

.....................................................  Tauber, Library Binding Manual (1972) 123; headbands

head bands (binding components)............  [VP]

.....................................................  Pierpont Morgan Library Word List (1990) 

Terms

Context

Related

References



  

Guidelines

● 1 term: 1 concept
● Count: 20 terms per team
● Capitalisation: as appropriate
● Multilingualism: prioritise English if possible
● Compound terms: when individual terms are 

not good enough
● Preferred term: most appropriate



  

Guidelines 2

● Scope notes: necessary but not formal
● Singular versus plural

– Singular for items that cannot be counted (e.g. 
wood)

– Plural for items that can (e.g. boards)
● Avoid prepositions
● Avoid punctuation



  

Top terms

● Actor:

meaning the persons and organisation involved in the book production
● Event:

meaning any action an actor takes during book production and it includes techniques
● Physical thing:

meaning any distinct entity observed on a binding or used during the production of a 
binding and it includes components of a book

● Property (feature):

meaning any characteristics that components have which are useful to be described 
and it includes colour

● Material:

meaning any terms which describe the materials that objects are made of
● Type:

meaning the association of a book to a popular morphology



  

Top terms

● LoB
– Actor
– Event
– Physical 

thing
– Property 

(feature)
– Material
– Type 

(morphology)

● CIDOC
– Actor
– Event
– Physical 

thing
– Feature 

(Physical 
thing)

– Material
– E55:Type

● AAT
– Agents
– Activities
– Objects
– Physical 

attributes
– Materials
– Styles and 

periods



  



  

Contribute LoB+translations

Built by top experts

Based on AAT guidelines

Strong multilingual partner network

Standard SKOS

1



  

Project 2: IIC website



  

IIC website

Funded by the Getty

Based on Drupal

AAT, TGN and CIDOC-CRM friendly



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Implement AAT Drupal module

AJAX textfield control for Drupal

Retrieve term, term ID and parents

Store terms locally (?)

Render correct RDFa

Cron syncing (?)

2



  

Project 3: Creative Archiving



  



  

Skoob (Bangor - 1966)



  

Art and Culture 
(1966-69)

MoMA (511.1970.a-t)



  

God is Great
(#1, 1989 – Lisson Gallery) - (#2, 1991 – Tate Gallery)



  



  

Flat Time



  

Time Base Roller (1972, Tate Gallery)



  

Creative Archiving

Identify artist's theory



  

Creative Archiving

Identify artist's theory

Classify content based on concepts from the 
theory



  



  

Project 4: Open data for Art History



  

Project 4: Open data for Art History

Matt's Gallery Archive

Describe Events in documents using CRM

Use Getty vocabularies

Expand to other archives

Use RDF inference to conclude on 
influence/relationships/impact of Matt's
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