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• NRICH was established in 1969 to research, excavate, and 
restore Korean cultural heritage

• The Artistic Heritage Division has built an extensive database 
over many years on various Korean traditional arts and 
cultural heritage, including paintings, crafts, epigraphs, 
among others. The division has also published numerous
encyclopedias and research books on Korean art in various 
fields

• NRICH consists of 2 departments, 
6 divisions, 1 team, 7 regional branches, 
1 center
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• In January 2023, 199 Korean artists were available for search 
in Getty ULAN 

• Out of the 199 Korean artists, 117 were included in the 
Dictionary of Korean Painters and Calligraphers through the 
Centuries, which was published by NRICH in 2011

• Some of the 117 Korean artists could be supplemented with 
additional information, including names in Korean Hangul, 
Hanja characters, Revised Romanization of Korean, McCune-
Reischauer Romanization, and other fields such as gender, 
descriptive scope note, etc.   

• NRICH selected 77 individuals out of 117 Korean artists from 
ULAN, along with 323 new artists from the Dictionary, based 
on their content. The selection followed the order of the list of 
figures in the Dictionary

• 400 Korean artists  
= 77 Korean artists in ULAN + 323 New Korean artists
= 166 painters, 86 calligraphers, 148 monk artists
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Source of NRICH’s Contribution

Title
『한국역대서화가사전(韓國歷代書畵家事典)』

Dictionary of Korean Painters and Calligraphers 
through the Centuries

Contents

• Published by NRICH in 2011, 2 vol
• Published after 5 years (2007-2011) of proofreading, 

editing, and review
• Participants were scholarly experts in art history, 

including 130 authors
• Reference: Over 3,000 primary sources, dictionaries, 

genealogies, directories, newspapers, catalogs, reports, 
and scholarly works were used

• Contains biographies of 2,260 artists (including painters, 
calligraphers, and monk artists) who were active from 
the Three Kingdoms period (1 BCE) to 1945

• Artist’s Name (actual name, name in the family register,     
nickname, courtesy name, pseudonym, posthumous 
name, etc.), dates of birth and death, gender, familial    
or social relationships, artistic and social career, list of      
artworks

Accessibility

1. National Heritage Knowledge Link
https://Portal.nrich.go.kr/kor/indiex.do

2. Naver Knowledge Encyclopedia
https://terms.naver.com/list.naver?cid=63765&
categoryld=63765

https://portal.nrich.go.kr/kor/indiex.do
https://terms.naver.com/list.naver?cid=63765&categoryld=63765
https://terms.naver.com/list.naver?cid=63765&categoryld=63765
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NRICH’s Contribution

• Subject ID* 

• Name (preferred and non-preferred names)*

• Descriptive Scope Note

• Associative Relationship

• Ancestors*

• Subjects Sources*

• Subjects Contributor*

• Roles* 

• Events

• Biography – Preferred Display Biography *
– Nationality*
– Gender*
– Years of Birth and Death *
– Places of Birth and Death

* Minimum requirements for ULAN

• NRICH has provided 4 to 13 names for each artist
- Actual name (Revised Romanization, McCune-Reischauer,  

Hangul, Hanja)
- Non-preferred name (Revised Romanization, McCune-

Reischauer, Hanja)

* Revised Romanization of Korean: 
The official South Korean language Romanization standard for Korean

* McCune-Reischauer Romanization: 
The romanization system that was widely used in Korea before the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism’s proclamation of the “Revised 
Romanization of Korean” in 2000         

77 Korean artists in ULAN

400 artists

0 to 2 relationships per artist

1 to 5 roles per artist

Period of king’s reign

Places in TGN

Types of name Languages of name

Preferred Non-preferred Transliteration Hangul, Hanja

Actual name

Ex) Ma Gunhu

Nick name, 
Pen name, 
Courtesy name,
Pseudonym,
Posthumous name 
(for King)

Ex) Baekin, Yangchon

Revised 
Romanization of 
Korean, 
McCune-Reischauer
Romanization

Ex) Ma Gunhu, 
Ma Kunhu

Hangul,
Hanja

Ex) 마군후, 
馬君厚



Result and Plan for the End of 2024

• NRICH has contributed 400 Korean artists’ data to 
ULAN, and it has been online since last April

• NRICH is currently working on contributing 
additional information on other Korean artists to 
ULAN later this year 

400 Korean artists’ 
data in NRICH’s 

spreadsheet

400 Korean artists’ 
data in the ULAN 

standard spreadsheet
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