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Making the Codex: Tlatelolco

Site of the former Imperial Colegio de Santa Cruz in Tlatelolco, Mexico City
Florentine Codex completed between 1575 and 1577





Grammarians: Antonio Valeriano, Alonso Vegerano, Martín 
Jacobita, Pedro de San Buenaventura

Scribes: Diego de Grado, Bonifacio Maximiliano, Mateo Severino

Fray Bernardino de Sahagún 
(1499–1590) Images of artists/scribes (tlahcuilohqueh), Florentine Codex, Book 11
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The Florentine Codex at the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana



Books of the Florentine Codex
Volume 1 (Ms. Mediceo Palatino 218)

Book 1: De los dioses (Gods)

Book 2: Del calendario y fiestas (Calendar and Festivals)

Book 3: Del principio que tuvieron los dioses (Origin of the Gods)

Book 4: De la astrología judiciaria o arte adivinatoria (Judicial Astrology or Divinatory Arts)

Book 5: De los agüeros y pronósticos (Omens and Prognostications)

Volume 2 (Ms. Mediceo Palatino 219)
Book 6: De la retórica y filosofía moral y teología (Rhetoric, Moral Philosophy, and Theology)

Book 7: De la astrología y filosofía natural (Astrology and Natural Philosophy)

Book 8: De los reyes y señores (Kings and Lords)

Book 9: De los mercaderes (Merchants)

Volume 3 (Ms. Mediceo Palatino 220)
Book 10: De la gente (People)

Book 11: Bosque, jardín, vergel (Forest, Garden, Orchard)

Book 12: De la conquista mexicana (Conquest of Mexico)



Chapter Summaries 
• Eastern Huasteca Nahuatl, Book 12 Eduardo de la Cruz Cruz NEW 

Transcriptions
• Nahuatl, Books 1-12 Anderson & Dibble (1950–82) 
• Spanish, Books 1-12 López Austin & García Quintana (2000)
• Nahuatl, Book 12 Lockhart (1993) 
• Spanish, Book 12 Lockhart (1993) 
• Spanish, Spanish-only sections Anderson & Dibble (1950–82)

Texts of the Digital Florentine Codex

Translations
• Nahuatl-to-English, Books 1-12 Anderson & Dibble (1950–82)
• Spanish-to-English, Books 1-11 León García Garagarza NEW
• Nahuatl-to-Spanish, Book 12 Berenice Alcántara & Federico Navarrete NEW
• Spanish-to-English, Book 12 Lockhart (1993)
• Nahuatl-to-English, Book 12 Lockhart (1993)
• Spanish, Spanish-only sections Anderson and Dibble (1950–82)

Audio 
• Nahuatl, Book 12 Eduardo de la Cruz Cruz NEW



Vocabularies / 
Image Tags 
● Make images searchable
● Contribute to Getty 

Vocabularies

Book  4, folios 19v, 20r



Book 11, fol. 58r-v 

Orthographic Variants

● ihhuitl (pluma) (Karttunen 1992:97)  
Preferred Nahuatl term

○ hihuitl (1x)

○ ihuitl (34x; Siméon 1992:184) 

○ ihujtl (9x)

○ iuitl (Molina 1571: (2) 44r) 

■ ivitl (4x)

■ jvitl (4x)

○ yuitl (Siméon 1992:184) 



Entry in the Art and 
Architecture Thesaurus 
(AAT)



DFC in Numbers:
“Artisanal” Data Creation

3 Volumes (formerly 4)
12 Books 
2,446 Pages written in Nahuatl and Spanish 
2,472 Images and decorative elements

The Codex The Data 
173 Audio files
10,041 Plain text files (translations & transcriptions)
2,294 Vocabulary entries
15,222 Multilingual terms and variants
25,567 Image tags



Why it matters: Bringing the DFC to Nahua Communities

Eduardo de la Cruz Cruz, director of Instituto de 
Docencia e Investigación Etnológica de Zacatecas 
(IDIEZ)

Nahua students in Chicontepec, Veracruz, Mexico, learning about 
the codex and especially Book 12



https://florentinecodex.getty.edu

https://florentinecodex.getty.edu
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