
Nomenclature / AAT collaboration:

supporting diversity, equity, access, inclusion



Nomenclature for 

Museum Cataloging
(www.nomenclature.info)

● 15,000 concepts; fully 

bilingual English/French, 

Canadian variants, plus 

Inuktitut and Spanish

● partnership between CHIN, 

AASLH, Parks Canada

● close relationship with AAT



Co-referencing 

15,000 + French 
NOM terms 
contributed to 
AAT

5,700 + Spanish 
terms from AAT 
appear in NOM



4

Respecting diverse communities: 
languages, cultures, abilities

Canada Official languages 

(English/French)

Other North American 

languages

WCAG 2.1 AA 

(accessibility)



Respectful terminology conventions
● “hiddenLabel”

● “alternative label” instead of “non-preferred”

Technical solutions for access and accessibility
● Nomenclature published as LOD; downloads, SPARQL, API available

● To support ease of access for museums

Governance and community involvement
● Nomenclature Committee (international)- English

● Canadian Nomenclature Committee - French and Canadian regional 

terminology

● Subcommittees for terminology development

● Material culture subject experts invited to contribute

● Term submissions from museums worldwide  

● Wikidata volunteers matching



● Heather Dunn - heather.dunn@pch.gc.ca

● Nathalie Guénette - nathalie.guenette@pch.gc.ca

Thank you!
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