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Cataloging consists of…
● providing access  to materials  by 

creating formal descriptions  to 
represent the materials  and then 
organizing those descriptions  through 
headings  that will connect user 
queries  with relevant materials .

● Standards  + rules  that guide archival 
cataloging:

■ Describing Archives : A Content 
Standard (DACS)

■ Intl Standard for Archival Authority 
Records  (ISAAR)



Critical cataloging + Reparative description

● CritCat and reparative description are more recent and on-going practices  to 
edit/create catalog records  and finding aids  with radical empathy for users , 
other archivis ts , and the people/places  represented in collections .

● J PCA’s  approach includes :
▪ Including a content warning and ins tructions  for RD in the J PCA Process ing 

Manual
▪ Editing folder titles  that include inaccurate or harmful language.
▪ Reviewing folders  flagged by Process ing Archivis ts  for sens itive and/or harmful 

material (Content Review Working Group)
▪ Cons idering sens itive images  for res triction + adding specific content warnings  at 

the folder-level within the finding aid
▪ Writing a general content warning to include in the front matter of the finding aid
▪ Cons iderations  for displaying content warnings  on RCV before image appears





Eddie McClennon, Bobbie Laney, and Toni Evans posing for a 
photo at the 1954 Funmakers  Ball. The annual event was  held 

at the Rockland Palace in New York. Photo by G. Marshall 
Wilson. J ohnson Publishing Company Archive.

Funmakers  Ball. The ball would attract large crowds  of 
over 2,000 and was  held in major cities  such as  New 
York and Chicago in the 1950’s  and 1960’s . Photo by 
Isaac Sutton. J ohnson Publishing Company Archive.

Feel free to email me! jcalvin@getty.edu
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