Evolution of Pictographs into Cuneiform

Cuneiform (cyu-nay-i-form), meaning “wedge-shaped,” is a writing system invented around 3000 BC by
the Sumerian people in ancient Mesopotamia (roughly, modern Iraq). It was used for thousands of years to
communicate multiple languages. Cuneiform went through many changes across time. This chart provides
a simplified illustration drawn from different cultures and shows how cuneiform evolved from pictures
(pictographs).

Now it’s your turn to be a scribe! Choose your favorite pictographs and cuneiform words to practice on
your cookie.
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