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ABSTRACT 
The understanding of the values of cultural heritage is a fundamental step in the proper conservation 
decision-making process.  This session will discuss the nature of values and their importance to the 
conservation process as well as propose a means for recording them in a statement of significance.  
An in-depth look will be given to the concept of outstanding universal value as found in the World 
Heritage Convention.  The links between the values, their physical attributes and the authenticity of 
those attributes will also be explored.  The concept of authenticity and its aspects will be looked at in 
depth exploring not only the importance of material authenticity but also all the other aspects as 
identified in the Nara Document on Authenticity. 
 
OBJECTIVES  
By the end of the session, the participants will: 
• have a better understand the importance of heritage values and statements of significance in the 

conservation process 
• have a better understanding of outstanding universal value as found in the World Heritage 

Convention 
• have a better understand the concept of authenticity 
 
CONTENT OUTLINE 
1. Basic Concepts of Values and their Application to Conservation 

• Definition and Characterization 
• Typologies 
• Thematic Approaches 

2. Outstanding Universal Value 
• Definition 
• World Heritage Criteria 

3. Authenticity 
• Basic Concepts and Relation to Heritage Values 
• Aspects of Authenticity with examples 
• Degrees of Authenticity 

READINGS 
 = Essential reading material  
 = Available online 

    Australian Heritage Commission. 2002. Ask First: A Guide to Respecting Indigenous Heritage Places and  
 Values. Canberra: Australian Heritage Commission. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/4afff65c-00dd-4001-878b-
a28d8831293a/files/ask-first.pdf 
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