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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Project Overview 

The Getty Conservation Institute (GCI) and Egypt’s Ministry of State for Antiquities (MSA) are col-

laborating on the conservation and management of the Tomb of Tutankhamen (KV 62) in the Valley of 

the Kings. The project follows a values-based methodology where the archaeological, historic, artistic 

values and signifi cance of the tomb guide conservation and management decisions. 

The objectives of the project are to:

• Establish an accurate record of the present condition of the tomb and its wall paintings

• Establish the causes of deterioration of the wall paintings through a comprehensive program of 

visual examination, condition monitoring, and scientifi c investigation

• Ascertain the nature and causes of the brown spots found on the wall paintings and whether they 

pose a continuing risk to the wall paintings

• Study the environmental conditions of the tomb and its exterior macroclimate

• Assess the physical and environmental impact of visitors on the preservation of the tomb and estab-

lish safe visitation parameters

• Assess the geological and hydrological threats to the tomb

• Design and implement a conservation program for the tomb and its wall paintings based on diagno-

sis of deterioration and its causes and treatment testing and evaluation

• Create and implement a long-term condition monitoring plan for the wall paintings

• Enhance the interpretation and presentation of the tomb

• Provide training opportunities for SCA staff in all aspects of the project, from planning through 

treatment of the wall paintings

• Disseminate the results of the work and the information resulting from it.

For more information on the Tutankhamen project, see http://www.getty.edu/conservation/our_proj-

ects/fi eld_projects/tut/index.html

http://www.getty.edu/conservation/our_projects/field_projects/tut/index.html
http://www.getty.edu/conservation/our_projects/field_projects/tut/index.html
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Project Components

The project is divided into three phases. During the fi rst phase (2009–2011), work encompassed back-

ground research and assessment, the preparation of an accurate record of the condition of the tomb and 

its wall paintings, the scientifi c analysis of materials and techniques of the paintings, study of environ-

mental conditions, and diagnosis of the causes of deterioration. The results of this research determine 

conservation needs. 

The second and third phases (2012–2014) occur simultaneously over a three-year period. The second 

phase focuses on testing, evaluation and implementation of appropriate interventions for the tomb and 

its wall paintings and development of a long-term condition monitoring plan. The tomb infrastructure 

(walkways, protective barriers, ventilation, lighting, and signage) will also be updated and improved 

during this phase along with recommendations for limiting visitor numbers. Throughout the course of 

the project, MSA conservators, scientists and staff will undergo training in conservation and site man-

agement. 

In the third phase, results of the project will be evaluated and disseminated to both professional and 

public audiences through print, visual, and web-based media. The planned dissemination aims to pro-

mote good conservation and management practice in Egypt, enhance MSA staff professional capabili-

ties, and advance public understanding of conservation and its practice. 

Tomb of Tutankhamen Project Bibliography 

The bibliography is an important component of the project. It builds upon earlier research by the GCI in 

1993 but was enlarged as part of the current conservation project.  

Not surprisingly, there have been many publications on Tutankhamen and his tomb since Howard 

Carter’s famous discovery in 1922. The GCI Tutankhamen project bibliography does not aim to be all 

encompassing in scope but is intended to serve the structure and research needs of the project. 

The bulk of the bibliographic research was undertaken during the fi rst phase of the project as part of the 

background research on Tutankhamen and his tomb, and provided materials relating to historical con-

text, the excavation of the tomb in the 1920s, the Valley of the Kings, the condition of the tomb and its 

wall paintings, the scientifi c analysis of materials and techniques of the paintings, previous treatments in 

the tomb, study of environmental conditions, and diagnosis of the causes of deterioration. Bibliographic 

research during the project’s second phase focused on the brown spots and topics related to proposed 

treatments in the tomb such as research on Egyptian plasters. 

The bibliography is organized by subject. A scope note in each section explains the particular area(s) 

of focus and available keywords. Citations often appear in a number of categories. The bibliography is 

largely drawn from the English-language literature although a few non-English-language texts have been 

included. 



C H A P T E R  1
Background and History

1a. Tutankhamen and his Tomb 
(Keywords: Amarna, Historical, Iconography, KV 62)

Scope Note: Bibliographic research on Tutankhamen and his tomb is not exhaustive. Emphasis 
was placed on fi nding select references to understand the historical context under which the 
tomb was constructed, the iconography of the decoration and the postulated circumstances 
that caused his early death. 

Aldred, Cyril. 1972. Tutankhamun’s Egypt. London: British Broadcasting Corporation. 

 KV 62

———. 1979. Tutankhamun: Craftsmanship in Gold in the Reign of the King. Mount Vernon, 
N.Y.: Artist’s Limited Edition. 

 Gold, Historical, KV 62

Aldred, Cyril (writer). 1988. Tutankhamun’s Egypt. VHS. Sydney: SBS. 

 Amarna, Historical

Allen, Susan J. 2003. Tutankhamun’s embalming cache reconsidered. In Vol. 1 of Egyptology at 
the Dawn of the Twenty-First Century: Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of 
Egyptologists, Cairo, 2000, edited by Zahi A. Hawass and Lyla Pinch Brock, 23-29. Cairo; 
New York: American University in Cairo Press. 

 KV 62

Allen, T. George. 1924. Discoveries at the tomb of Tutenkhamon. Current History 20 (3): 363-
73. 

 Amarna, Excavation, Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Sarcophagus

Bard, Kathryn A. 2008. An Introduction to the Archaeology of Ancient Egypt. Malden, Mass.: 
Blackwell Pub. 

 Amarna, Historical, KV, KV 62, Tomb Construction

Benderitter, Thierry. 2012. Tutankhamun. Osirisnet.net, 21 January, http://www.osirisnet.net/
tombes/pharaons/toutankhamon/e_toutankhamon.htm. 

 Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Tomb Construction

Bonn-Muller, Eti. 2010. Burying Tut. Archaeology 63 (4): 12. 

 KV 62

http://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/pharaons/toutankhamon/e_toutankhamon.htm
http://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/pharaons/toutankhamon/e_toutankhamon.htm


2

The Conservation and Management of the Tomb of Tutankhamen (KV 62): A Project Bibliography

Brackman, Arnold. 1976. The Search for the Gold of Tutankhamen. New York: Mason/Charter. 

 Excavation, KV 62

Breasted, James Henry. 1923. Some Experiences in the Tomb of Tutenkhamon. Alumni Pamphlets, no. 2. 
Chicago: University of Chicago. 

 Excavation, KV 62

British Museum. 1972. Treasures of Tutankhamun: Catalogue of an Exhibition Held at the British Museum, 
1972; Sponsored by the Trustees of the British Museum, the Times & the Sunday Times. London: 
British Museum. 

 KV 62

Budge, Ernest A. Wallis. 1923. Tutankhamen, Amenism, Atenism and Egyptian Monotheism, with Hiero-
glyphic Texts of Hymns to Amen and Aten. London: M. Hopkinson and Company, Ltd. 

 Amarna, Historical

Capart, Jean. 1923. The Tomb of Tutankhamen. Translated by Warren R. Dawson. New York: Frederick A. 
Stokes Co. 

 KV 62, Tomb Construction

———. 1943. Tout-Ankh-Amon. Bruxelles: Vromant. 

 KV 62

———. 1950. Tout-Ankh-Amon. 2nd ed. Bruxelles: Vromant. 

 Iconography, KV 62

Carter, Howard. 1923. Tomb and tomb plan [notes made in preparation of the complete publication 
of Tutankhamun’s tomb]. Available at The Griffi th Institute, University of Oxford, TAA i.3.31. 
http://www.griffi th.ox.ac.uk/gri/4tuttomb_plan.html 

 Excavation Notes, KV 62, Tomb Construction

———. 1924. Explorations at the Tomb of Tutenkhamon. Current History 20 (3): 301-03. 

 Amarna, Excavation, Historical

———. 1972. The Tomb of Tutankhamen. London: Sphere. 

 Excavation, KV 62 

———. 1998. Tutankhamen: The Politics of Discovery. London: Libri. 

 Excavation, Historical, KV 62

http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/gri/4tuttomb_plan.html
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———. 2007. The Tomb of Tutankhamen. London: Max Press. 

 Coffi n, Excavation, Gold, KV 62

Carter, Howard, and Alan H. Gardiner. 1917. The tomb of Ramesses IV and the Turin plan of a royal 
tomb. The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 4 (2/3): 130-58. 

 Iconography, KV, Tomb Construction

Carter, Howard, and Arthur C. Mace. 1963. The Tomb of Tut•ankh•Amen. Vol. 2. New York: Cooper 
Square Publishers. 

 KV 62

———. 1963. The Tomb of Tut•ankh•Amen. Vol. 3. New York: Cooper Square Publishers. 

 KV 62

———. 1963. The tomb and burial chamber. In Vol. 2 of The Tomb of Tut•ankh•Amen, 21-38. New York: 
Cooper Square Publishers. 

 Gypsum, Iconography, KV 62, Plaster, Tomb Construction

———. 1977. The Discovery of the Tomb of Tutankhamen. New York: Dover Publications. 

 Excavation, KV 62

Ĉerný, Jaroslav. 1973. The Valley of the Kings: Fragments d’un manuscrit inachevé. Bibliothèque d’étude, t. 
61. Le Caire: Institut français d’archéologie orientale du Caire. 

 Amarna, Gypsum, Plaster, Tomb Construction, KV

———. 2004. A Community of Workmen at Thebes in the Ramesside Period. 3rd ed. Bibliothèque 
d’étude, t. 50. Le Caire: Institut français d’archéologie orientale. 

 Historical, Tomb Construction

Clayton, Peter A. 1994. Chronicle of the Pharaohs: The Reign-by-Reign Record of the Rulers and Dynasties 
of Ancient Egypt. New York, N.Y.: Thames and Hudson. 

 KV 62

Colinart, Sylvie. 2001. Analysis of inorganic yellow colour in ancient Egyptian painting. In Colour and 
Painting in Ancient Egypt, edited by W. Vivian Davies, 1-4. London: British Museum Press. 

 Gold, Iconography, Painting Technique, Pigments

Colombo, Luciano. 1987. I colori dell’antico Egitto [The colours of ancient Egypt]. Pitture e Vernici 63 
(9): 61-70. 

 Binding Media, Iconography, Painting Technique, Pigments, Plaster 
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Connolly, Robert C., R. G. Harrison, and A. Abdalla. 1969. Kinship of Smenkhkare and Tutankhamen af-
fi rmed by serological micromethod. Nature 224 (5217): 325-26. 

 Amarna, Historical, Mummy

Connolly, Robert C., R. G. Harrison, and Soheir Ahmed. 1976. Serological evidence for the parentage of 
Tut’ankhamūn and Smenkhkarē’. The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 62: 184-86. 

 Historical, Mummy

Covington, Richard. 2005. The Pharaoh Returns! King Tut. Smithsonian 36 (3): 99-106. 

 Amarna, Death Theories, Excavation, Historical, KV 62, Mummy

Davies, Vivian, and Renée F. Friedman. 1998. Egypt. London: British Museum Press. 

 Historical, Iconography

Davis, Doris Auger. 2002-03. Tutankhamun’s fi nal burial. The Ostracon 14 (1): 10-14. 

 Coffi n, KV 62, Mummy, Sarcophagus, Tomb Construction

Desroches-Noblecourt, Christiane. 1963. Tutankhamen: Life and Death of a Pharaoh. New York: New 
York Graphic Society. 

 Amarna, KV 62

———. 1965. Tutankhamen: Life and Death of a Pharaoh. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. 

 Amarna, Historical, KV 62

———. 1976. Vie et mort d’un pharaon, Toutankhamon. Nouvelle ed. Paris: Hachette. 

 KV 62, Death Theories

———. 1989. Tutankhamen, Life and Death of a Pharaoh. London; New York: Penguin Books; Viking 
Penguin. Originally published in 1963. 

 Amarna, Historical, KV, KV 62, Tomb Construction

Desroches-Noblecourt, Christiane, and Musée du Petit Palais (Paris, France). 1967. Toutankhamon et son 
temps, Petit Palais, Paris 17 février-juillet 1967. Paris: Réunion des Musées nationaux. 

 KV 62

Dodson, Aidan. 2000. After the Pyramids: The Valley of the Kings and Beyond. London: Rubicon 
Press. 

 Amarna, KV, Tomb Construction

———. 2003. The burial of members of the royal family during the eighteenth dynasty. In Vol. 2 of 
Egyptology at the Dawn of the Twenty-First Century: Proceedings of the Eighth International 
Congress of Egyptologists, Cairo, 2000, edited by Zahi A. Hawass and Lyla Pinch Brock, 187-93. 
Cairo; New York: American University in Cairo Press. 

 Amarna, Historical, KV, KV 62, Tomb Construction
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Dodson, Aidan, and Salima Ikram. 2008. The Tomb in Ancient Egypt: Royal and Private Sepulchres from 
the Early Dynastic Period to the Romans. London: Thames & Hudson. 

 Binding Media, Grids, Ground Layer, Gypsum, Historical, Iconography, KV, Lime, Limestone, 
Painting Technique, Pigments, Plaster, Rock, Tomb Construction

Donadoni Roveri, Anna Maria, ed. 1987. Egyptian Civilization. 3 vols. Milan: Electa. 

 Binding Media, Gold, Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Painting Technique, Pigments 

Eaton-Krauss, Marianne. 1992. The sarcophagus in the tomb of Tutankhamun. In After Tutʻankhamūn: 
Research and excavation in the Royal Necropolis at Thebes, edited by C. Nicholas Reeves, 85-90. 
Studies in Egyptology. London; New York: Kegan Paul. 

 Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Sarcophagus

———. 1993. The Sarcophagus in the Tomb of Tutankhamun. Oxford: Griffi th Institute, Ashmolean Mu-
seum. 

 Amarna, Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Sarcophagus, Tomb Construction

———. 1994. Tutankhamun's sarcophagus: An addition and two corrections. Journal of Egyptian Archae-
ology 80: 217-18. 

 Biodeterioration, Excavation, KV 62, Sarcophagus

———. 1998. The sarcophagus in the tomb of Tutankhamun: A clarif cation. Journal of Egyptian Archaeol-
ogy 84: 210-12. 

 Amarna, Iconography, KV 62, Sarcophagus

———. 2003. Restorations and erasures in the post-Amarna period. In Vol. 2 of Egyptology at the Dawn 
of the Twenty-First Century: Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of Egyptologists, 
Cairo, 2000, edited by Zahi A. Hawass and Lyla Pinch Brock, 194-202. Cairo; New York: Ameri-
can University in Cairo Press. 

 Amarna, Historical, Iconography

———. 2009-10. The burial of Tutankhamen, part one. KMT: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt 20 (4): 
34-47. 

 Amarna, Coffi n, Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Sarcophagus, Tomb Construction

———. 2010. The burial of Tutankhamen, part two. KMT: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt 21 (4): 
18-36. 

 Death Theories, Historical, Iconography, KV 62, Mummy, Tomb Construction

Eaton-Krauss, Marianne, and E. Graefe. 1985. The Small Golden Shrine from the Tomb of Tutankhamun. 
Oxford: Griffi th Institute. 

 Gold, KV 62

Edwards, I. E. S. 1972. The Treasures of Tutankhamun. New York: Viking Press. 

 KV 62
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———. 1976. Treasures of Tutankhamun: National Gallery of Art, Field Museum of Natural History and 
the University of Chicago, New Orleans Museum of Art, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Seat-
tle Art Museum, the Metropolitan Museum of Art. New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 KV 62

———. 1976. Tutankhamun’s Jewelry. New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 Gold, KV 62

Edwards, I. E. S., Harry Burton, and Lee Boltin. 1976. Tutankhamun: His Tomb and its Treasures. New 
York: Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 Coffi n, KV 62, Sarcophagus

el-Mallakh, Kamal, and Arnold C. Brackman. 1978. The Gold of Tutankhamen. New York: Newsweek 
Books. 

 Gold, Excavation, KV 62

Engelbach, R. 1940. Material for a revision of the history of the Heresy Period of the XVIIIth dynasty. 
Annales du Service des Antiquités de l’Égypte 40: 133-44. 

 Amarna, Historical, KV, KV 62 

Ertman, Earl L. 2003. The identity of the king and queen on Tutankhamun’s throne. In Vol. 2 of Egyptol-
ogy at the Dawn of the Twenty-First Century: Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of 
Egyptologists, Cairo, 2000, edited by Zahi A. Hawass and Lyla Pinch Brock, 209-14. Cairo; New 
York: American University in Cairo Press. 

 Amarna, Gold, Historical, Iconography, KV 62

Fairman, H. W. 1972. Tutankhamun and the end of the 18th Dynasty. Antiquity 46 (181): 15-18. 

 Amarna, Historical, Mummy

Forbes, Dennis C. 1992. Abusing pharaoh. KMT: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt 3 (1): 58-67. 

 Death Theories, KV 62, Mummy

———. 2010. Tutankhamen’s family ties full of knots! KMT: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt 21 (2): 
19-35. 

 Death Theories, Historical, KV 62, Mummy

Fox, Penelope. 1951. Tutankhamun’s Treasure. London, New York: Oxford University Press. 

 Coffi n, Iconography, Mummy, Sarcophagus 

Frayling, Christopher. 1992. The Face of Tutankhamun. London: Faber and Faber. 

 KV 62
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 Death Theories, Historical, Mummy
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 Amarna, Binding Media, Gypsum, Historical, Iconography, Painting Technique, Pigments, Plas-
ter 

———. 2003. Style and visual rhetoric in Theban tomb painting. In Vol. 2 of Egyptology at the Dawn of 
the Twenty-First Century: Proceedings of the Eighth International Congress of Egyptologists, Cairo, 
2000, edited by Zahi A. Hawass and Lyla Pinch Brock, 298-307. Cairo; New York: American 
University in Cairo Press. 

 Historical, Iconography, Painting Technique, Tomb Construction

———. 2004. Tomb Painting and Identity in Ancient Thebes, 1419-1372 BCE. Monumenta Aegyptiaca 
10. Brussels; Turnhout, Belgium: Fondation égyptologique reine Elisabeth; Brepols. 

 Binding Media, Calcite, Clay, Ground Layer, Gypsum, Historical, Iconography, Painting Tech-
nique, Pigments, Plaster, Tomb Construction

Hawass, Zahi. 2004. The Golden King: The World of Tutankhamun. Washington, D.C.: National Geo-
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 KV 62

———. 2008. Tutankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs. Washington, D.C.: National Geo-
graphic. 

 Historical, KV 62

http://www.arce.org/files/user/page157/2010_AM_booklet.pdf
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2b. Brown Spots 
(Keyword: Biodeterioration)

Scope Note: Brown spots mar the painted surface and can be found throughout the tomb. Citations 
specifi c to previous microbiological investigations and more general resources on microbiological identi-
fi cation methods and biodeterioration were selected.
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C H A P T E R  3
Original Materials and Technology

3a. Tomb Construction 
(Keywords: Tomb Construction)

Scope Note: Research was undertaken on Egyptian tomb construction to further understanding 
of how the tomb was made. Examples from other sites in Egypt are also included.
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3c. Egyptian Plasters 
(Keywords: Anhydrite, Calcite, Clay, Gypsum, Hib, Lime, Plaster)

Scope Note: Research on Egyptian plasters focused on the binder and aggregate composition. This was 
undertaken as background to the analytical investigation of plasters from the tomb carried out to fur-
ther the general knowledge on plasters and to enable more compatible conservation repair materials to 
be formulated. 
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6a. Environmental Conditions
(Keywords: Environment, Environmental Investigations, Ventilation)
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6b. Flooding and Hydrological Studies
(Keywords: Flooding, Hydrology)
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6c. Geomorphology, Geology and Geotechnical Studies
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