2SIt EAH Huicheng Hall, Interior - Terminology of
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I/ Upper Register

T)Z Lower Register

location of photograph details below
— BRI

4 TR (wucai dougong)
N five-tiered bracket set
4 FWWi (pingban fang)
< flat tie-beam
< KHiHi (da’e fang)
greater architrave
4 /N (xiao’e fang)
Al lesser architrave
¢ HAL (dianban)
filler (cushion) board between architraves
¢ R (D (xiayan chengchuan
fang (boji fang))
roof ridge tie-beam
P TR, Bk R EE AR
A (zouma ban, dian ge zhaobi ban)
wall panel of multi-story hall
P ¥525 i (kuakong fang)
A | interior (above opening) architrave
P TR (wucai dougong)
< five-tiered bracket set
4 “F4Hi (pingban fang) flat tie-beam
¢ KAWi (da’e fang) greater architrave
< 442 (dianban) filler (cushion) board
P between architraves
< /NEiFG (xiao’e fang) lesser architrave
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ST, BN - ,ﬁ’flli%?ﬂj%iﬂs ] H_uicheng Hall, Interior

Overall Condition Summary
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Due to limited access the condition assessment of the interior polychrome painting (caihua) was conducted
as a brief visual inspection from the ground. Comprehensive photographic documentation and a detailed
condition assessment are recommended to build upon this initial survey.

In general, the condition of the interior painted decoration is far
better than the exterior. Though there are surface conditions,
including flaking, cracking of the paint layer and areas of loss,
the paintings maintain much of their original character. Despite
a thick layer of dust, the interior caihua pattern is often still leg-
ible.

The interior painted decoration does not appear to exhibit the
same extent of detachment and loss as the exterior (though this
was difficult to assess from ground level). Overall, most of the
decoration still survives though there are areas where the paint-
ing is starting to split horizontally along the middle of the beams.
This is usually an indication that the painting is beginning to de-
tach from the underlying wood support.

There are particular areas where the painted decoration is in poor
condition, most noticeably in the north corridor and on the upper
register of the further west bay of the north wall (the bay directly
west of the altar). The deterioration in these areas is character-
ized by severe horizontal splitting, detachment, and total loss of
the paintings.

B IR
Dust deposit on paintings

T FE T [ RE LR VEAH SRS A I J i B AU B BRI K TR
Detail of the condition of the painted surface. Detail showing surface paint loss and horizon-

tal splitting of the painting occurring along the
center of the architrave.
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RILEEA Condition Summary
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The condition of the upper register of painting is fair showing
areas of loss and signs of detachment of the paintings mostly
confined to the filler (cushion) board between the upper two ar-
chitraves and the roof ridge tie-beam below, and horizontal split-
ting of the painting on some of the architraves.

On the easternmost bay the painting has small areas of detach-
ment including pieces of painting that are detached and hanging

Huicheng Hall, Interior

South Wall

down. However, the most serious area is on the westernmost bay with complete loss of large areas of paint-
ing. In the center bay, the condition of both upper and lower registers of painting is partly obscured by two

hanging tablets (bian and e).

B [ B 1 400 S R o

Painted decoration and hanging tablets (bian and e) on
center bay.

R REZR i bR 2 BRI

Upper and lower registers of painting on eastern side of

the south wall.

PR R)R I % 5 B T o

Loss and detached areas of painting on the westernmost bay.
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ST, BN - :It:[%zi Huicheng Hall, Interior
North Wall

WRIHEA Condition Summary
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The north wall encompasses the painted surfaces on the
main altar behind the sculpture group and the narrow north-
ern corridor which runs the entire length behind it. Despite
the painting on the far west and east corners of the north
wall surviving in good condition, the overall condition of the
painted decoration on this wall is the most serious within
Huicheng Hall.

In particular, the painting on the further west bay of the upper register directly to the west of the altar where
both the greater and lesser architraves have much detachment and loss of painting, and, the decoration
throughout the north corridor is most deteriorated. In the north corridor, the painting in the three central
bays, where the north wall doors are located, is detached and hanging off in many areas. In addition, a
corridor beam and a number of bracket pieces have been replaced. The replaced wooden elements have not
been repainted.

I M0 7 JoR R 1 K A

Condition of the painting
in the north corridor is very
deteriorated.

TR AR, i &
IR RIROUAE AVEAl o

Condition of the painted
decoration on the central
altar was difficult to
assess because the
sculpture group partly
obscured it.

ARBEVUAS ] BRI LS
PITINR TNV ¥ =% = SRS

HERfE, AR BB,
T Poor condition of the
T painting on the architraves

and brackets on the

upper register of the further
west bay of the north wall.
Pieces of the wood brackets
have been replaced and left
unpainted.
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DR, BN - ;{I_{l[%z[ Huicheng Hall, Interior
East Wall

WRiEEA Condition Summary
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The painting on the east wall survives almost in its entirety but
is showing signs of horizontal tearing on some areas of the
architraves. The painting on the upper register exhibits areas of

detachment and bulging while the painting on the lower register
appears to be in generally good condition.

IREERZ B 425

Overall view of the east wall decoration.

VAL E e Y S I LIPS

Horizontal splitting of the painting along
the architraves.
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A . jjﬂz Huicheng Hall, Interior
SR, EWN - ﬁ 5] g ,
West Wall

WuitEiA Condition Summary
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The west wall has areas of detachment and loss of painting. The
condition of the painted decoration in the first bay is the most
serious with tearing of the painting, detachment and large areas

of loss. Similar conditions, but less severe, are visible on the
second and third bays.

B A 5T 5 IRDRZ i R T o
Overall view of the west wall decoration. Loss of painting on the first bay.

VHEE | 2R

Upper register paintings on the west wall.
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SR BN - 3&% Huicheng Hall, Interior - Ceiling

WRiEEA Condition Summary
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The ceiling of Huicheng Hall is a “chessboard ceiling” or Detail of a decorative ceiling panel and a rare area on
decorated lattice ceiling (jingkou tianhua). Painted bat- the western end where a few panels still survive.
tens (jingkou fang) form a geometric grid framing the
decorative painted panels (tieluo).

The main ceiling has five-bays (north to south) with four painted tie-beams.

Almost all of the decorated ceiling panels have been lost. Only a few remain intact and in-situ while others
are detached and hanging down. Based on a rough count carried out during the inspection in April 2004
only seven panels remained attached while eighteen were detached and hanging off. In the northeast corner
alone, ten panels were detached and hanging down. The majority of surviving panels were on the lower
eave ceiling, an area which is perhaps more protected than the main ceiling.

WESF AR (HWEERE) « JLFITHE
PR BT T .

View of lattice ceiling looking east.
Almost all of the decorative painted
panels are lost.

HOKIE CEARATEE) . JVTHHFAE
A AT T

View of lattice ceiling lookng west.
Almost all of the decorative painted
panels are lost.
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SR, =R - P Huicheng Hall, Interior

Ridge Purlin

#iiA Description
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The central ridge purlin is the only painted supporting element found above the ceiling. This is due to its
important position as the central beam in the middle bay of the main temple. The purlin consists of three
components: a rounded upper beam, a filler (cushion) board in the middle, and a lower rectangular archi-

trave.

AL (i lin)
rounded upper beam

BN (i dian ban)

filler (cushion) board

BEW (i e-fang)

lower architrave

AT Caihua Technique

H - JCVA AT B B0 A AR R B, AR R ALK i
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Access to the ridge purlin was limited and based on visu-
al inspection from ceiling level and examination of fallen
paint fragments, the purlin painting was found to be ex-
ecuted on a single plaster layer (‘dan pi hui’ technique)
with no fiber layer. Surface paint and raised decoration

were then applied onto this single layer of plaster.

R R ()R P o R AR R
The thinness of the single plaster can be seen in
areas of paint loss.
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SR, =R - P Huicheng Hall, Interior

Ridge Purlin

PARNRES Caihua pattern

e N AR T 21 R, SRR SRR Ui R 1 o X A R 1 1)) PR A2 P K R AR T
AA TR 3 1) T B, KT B IR R B HK Sk L BT A Sk SRS o 4 T RSO AE AR T 0 T O AR A R
X BT S bR B

S AT SO 7 o 1A AR 15 KT P9 1 B 22 O 20 B < e 8L, B BRI O R R A7
K2, kAR JF R e B S B 2 B 3R SR S A — BE PRI i e . B L B T B R AR R & T
T A7 A 4 26 R 21 o 473 DR R 4R S A 801 1A 80T S 82 A7 18T 114 PR 55 1L 7 D P 5 ) A9 V9 30 ) R ) 4 2

RZ G, PR IE SR P T (ARSI AE DT IR AP L

The Huicheng Hall ridge purlin is decorated with the da fuzi or da baofu (wrapper) style xuanzi (whirling
flower) caihua. This pattern is characterized by a large fuzi (wrapper) section in the middle of the element,

flanked by symmetrical gutou (beam-end band), hezi (box) and zhaotou (side portion) patterns.

The Huicheng Hall ridge purlin wrapper pattern spans across the upper beam, filler board and the lower
architrave. The central wrapper pattern features golden dragons set within a red-colored roundel. Unfor-
tunately, the exact pattern cannot be accurately deciphered due to extensive paint loss in this area. The
box pattern on the upper beam is a polychrome lotus flower and grass box (lian cao hezi), and on the
architrave is a gold lined linzhi box. The side pattern on the ridge architrave is the ‘one whole two split’
whirling flower pattern (yi zheng liang po xuan hua). The underside of the architrave has continuation of
the beam-end band and box patterns. The architrave center is painted with two symmetrical gold lined
linzhi patterns, ending with the wrapper border continuing from the vertical architrave faces and joining in

the center of the underside face.

ANy K K AT

Wrapper pattern (fuzi) with golden dragons on a red background. Polychrome lotus flower and leaf box on
upper beam

Wi 2t REZGET

Pattern on the underside of the ridge architrave. Linzhi box decoration
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SR, =R - P Huicheng Hall, Interior

Ridge Purlin

BRI IR Overall condition summary

TSR A ARLRE ] DR YO b HU At s P R AT I R R DR DA RSURE 1 T A P P 2 IR (R TE
RAEA _EDTRBE 1 AASTE I /NAER R AR B (1) B BOR G5 B 5 8 T R R 2 45 S U OB = A 2 2
HIAL A ) o R I R T AT U L&, 15 35 A /b B K ok ke R o 2 0 T A R A AR B 7, AR R 2 IO

ZERK 7 (KB

In general, the ridge purlin is in better condition than the rest of the interior caihua. This may be in part
because of the enclosed condition (sealed above the ceiling panels in the roof space), providing a relatively
stable environment. The single layer plaster also adheres better to the wood support than the multi-layer
plaster generally used elsewhere. There are some surface conditions such as loss of the paint layer, stain-
ing and a small amount of flaking of the raised decoration. The main forms of deterioration are paint loss,
found primarily in the wrapper area of the upper beam, horizontal cracks through the wooden support,

and large areas of water stains.

AL TR A 5 R

Photo montage of the north face of the purlin.

73 W < 2 FHRTORG I 2K R 7K IE2 P i B 7K 53 o
Flaking of raised decoration and loss of painting. Water stains caused by rain water penetration.
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LT, ER - ﬁt@ Huick-leng Hall, Inter-ior
Ridge Purlin

IRGIMER - A4 Condition summary - upper ridge beam
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The rounded upper beam is more deteriorated than the architrave below. On the south face, there is a very
pronounced horizontal crack in the wooden beam starting from the eastern end and continuing almost the
entire length of the beam. There are also smaller cracks in the wood on the north face, especially on the
ends. On both sides of the beam, there is a large amount of paint loss in the wrapper area and the golden
dragon pattern is barely legible here. There are also water stains running along the top of the beam. The
paint loss and staining are probably caused by rain water penetration through the roof. However, despite
the water stains the remaining painting is still legible.

A R4 fop NS
Horizontal split in the upper rounded beam. Small racks on the purlin.

AR TSR R SRR

Caihua loss on the wrapper decoration on the purlin.
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SR, =R - P Huicheng Hall, Interior

Ridge Purlin

IRGIMER - AF;  Condition summary - lower ridge architrave
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The lower ridge architrave is in relatively good condition. There are some cracks in the wood on the south
face but no major paint loss. Both faces of the painted beam suffer from water staining, especially notice-
able on the wrapper decoration where the staining on the north face is slightly more severe than the south.
However, despite the water drip marks, the golden dragon pattern can still clearly be read. Areas of the
blue and green pattern around the wrapper have suffered more water damage and paint loss making the
decoration difficult to read. Water infiltration has also caused limited staining and paint loss on the under-

side of the architrave, but is otherwise in good condition.

AR AN S K WEZRGUI L PR
Water stain on and around the wrapper decoration. Detail of water stains on blue and

green painted motifs.

VIR A R A

Photo montage of the underside of the ridge architrave.
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Interior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions
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Definition of Terms Used for the
Graphic Documentation of Interior Painted Surfaces
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e, N Huicheng Hall, Interior

2 NF EPIR DL 7 Interior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions

7€ X Definition
TEBE | RS, B LT A S
Loss of Painting i Complete loss of stratigraphy revealing wood support below.

ELy R N AT =2 e AN ELIA IR T E S
Cracks/Tearing : Fissures or breaks running through the entire stratigraphy of the painting.

BR8P BoklE S LR A STk
Detachment of : |oss of adhesion between the paint layer and the plaster layers below.
Paint Layer :

290 @fﬁ%ﬁ%/ﬁﬁ\ ET%\ %1&%4}(%9{%& Condition Assessment of Painted Architectural Surfaces, Sculpture, Furnishings and Objects



;R EN

Huicheng Hall, Interior

F N PRI fF Interior Painted Surfaces

PEEAE
Severe :
Detachment :

%%ﬁéﬁ;
Stable :
Detachment :

BRI |
Paint Layer :
Loss ;

Visual Glossary of Conditions

€ X Definition

AL 25 N AR S8 2 I 3 132 5%, RIS R g A A A T ] RESL Z VR i fE R v
Loss of adhesion between the plaster layers and wood support below where the paint-
ing is considered in danger of imminent loss.

WAL R SRS Z A& Jy3e 2, AR A2 LR i v& 1) e o
Loss of adhesion between the plaster layers and wood support below. Considered not
in immediate danger of loss.

= A R L LR

Complete loss of paint layer revealing plaster layer below.
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e, N Huicheng Hall, Interior

BN EHEIRIE R Interior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions
€ X Definition
it PRI 1 PR 3F-T 5, A — MG M BuRt = S5 =405 .
Flaking i Lifting of paint from the plaster where the surface remains flat and only one edge
i becomes raised.

W&/ Bl | R R, BORHE T %0 A S R AR .
Cupping/ i Type of flaking where all edges of the paint flake curl up.
Curling
of Raised :
Decoration :
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WiiiEAk  Condition Summary
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The original red interior architectural painted
plaster is in extremely poor condition. Surviv-
ing areas of painting are very deteriorated and
covered in a thick layer of dust. There are large
areas of loss, detachment of the plaster, cracking
and flaking. The surviving areas of red painted plas-
ter have different surface finishes including areas
of matte red and areas of shiny red. The shiny red
areas might indicate a possible later application
of red paint or a layer with a high binding medium
content.

K AR 28 5 = TR i A o

Large areas of the painted plaster are detached and hanging
off.

VEL R — A i UOT RS R Y, FRL4EE R

Detail showing an area of cracking and flaking of the painted
plaster revealing the underlying fiber layer.

Huicheng Hall, Interior

Architectural Paint (Youshi)

A TR I
Restored architectural

paint on the doors
at Puren Temple.

SR ALBE R T i AL A AR AR L o

The painted plaster on the doors of the north wall are
in particularly poor condition.
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IR EWN - ?Eh,ltﬁ]‘ Huicheng Hall, Interior
Architectural Paint (Youshi)

FEEE— N RTTT IR A MISERRIO AL S (AR .

Detail of shiny red paint on an interior door panel on the
south wall.

TABFELL
matte red

EEPinE=AN
shiny red
paint

S T R

Column in the southwest corner of Huicheng Hall.

(2R R LY eP e SARE ISP E SARE U R A

Area of column showing matte and shiny areas of red
paint.

SENTLLARIERAL CAEE) 5 A 203 T 82 J5 R B4 = 3T il 7
JE SR J b B — A v B A BT B AL
Detail of the shiny areas of red paint thought to be either a

later repainting applied directly over the original paint layer
or a painted area with a high binding medium content.
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