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The condition assessment of painted architectural surfaces, sculpture, furnishings and objects at Shuxiang
Temple includes three buildings with surviving decoration, Huicheng Hall, Shanmen and the Bell Tower.

Painted architectural surfaces encompass all painted decoration on wooden architecural features including
polychrome painting (caihua) on architraves and brackets and monochrome red painting (youshi) on doors
and windows.

The condition assessment provides a summary of:
- Extent of surviving painted architectural decoration, sculpture, furnishings and objects at
Shuxiang Temple
- Overall condition of the surviving painted architectural decoration, sculpture, furnishings and
objects including the types of deterioration present, and the severity and distribution of this
deterioration

In addition, the condition assessment serves as a visual
inventory of surviving painted architectural decoration,
sculpture, furnishings and objects at Shuxiang Temple and
provides a record of their current physical condition.

The condition assessment is organized by building and
then into sections on exterior and interior painted surfaces,
sculpture, and furnishings and objects. The formatincludes
a brief overall summary of condition normally followed by a
more in depth look at condition. In some cases, a section
on materials and techniques of execution is included when
it informs an understanding of condition. Related research
on the analytical investigation of the painted architectural
decoration and discussion on the use of modern restora-

tion paints at Chengde are also included as part of this
condition assessment. P ST B0 AT 2 e B

Huicheng Hall with scaffolding erected on the
south facade in April 2004.
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The condition assessment was carried out during
the Spring 2004 campaign and continued over
the Fall 2004 and Spring 2005 campaigns.

Given the severity of the condition of the exterior

painting at Huicheng Hall in particular, greater

emphasis was placed on this assessment, including semi-rectified photography and graphic condition re-
cording (see sections which follow for more information). Scaffolding was erected during the Spring 2004
campaign on the south and east exterior facades of Huicheng Hall to allow access to the upper and lower
levels of painting. The documentation of the exterior painting on the east and south facades of Huicheng
Hall intended to serve as an example of the acceptable level of documentation recommended at Shuxiang
Temple. Due to time constraints, the north and west exterior facades were only photographed and briefly
assessed without scaffolding access. Full documentation of the north and west facades is recommended
prior to carrying out treatment. It is important to note that the condition of the painted brackets were not
assessed to this same level because the bird netting did not allow proper access to the paintings.

Given the lesser importance of the exterior and interior monochrome architectural painting (youshi) only
a brief section is included in this report (located at the end of the exterior painted surfaces section). The
amount of documentation, in this case, does not reflect the extremely poor condition of the surviving areas
of red architectural paint.

The interior painting (caihua) assessment of Huicheng Hall was carried out during a brief one-day session
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and is meant to serve more as a visual inventory of surviv-
ing painted architectural decoration rather than a detailed
record of condition. A small tower scaffolding was erected
that provided access only to the lower register of paint-
ing. Most of the assessments were therefore carried out
from the ground level. Given this constraint, in addition to
inadequate lighting, the brevity of this investigation, and
the size and complexity of the decorative surface area, a
more detailed and comprehensive assessment is warranted.
No graphic documentation recording was undertaken of the
interior painting.

A similar level of condition assesments was also carried out
for the painted decoration in Shanmen and the Bell Tower.

Condition assessments of interior sculpture, furnish-
ings and objects in Huicheng Hall, Shanmen and the Bell
Tower were carried out during the Fall 2004 and Spring
2005 campaigns. Given the number of objects the
assessments in these sections are quite brief and aim to
give an overall picture of condition and to serve as a visual
inventory. More detailed documentation of the sculpture,
furnishings and objects is recommended.

1% Photography
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Systematic semi-rectified photography of the exterior painting was carried out on the south and east
exterior facades using color print film and a wide-angle lens (24mm). The use of a wide-angle lens caused
slight distortion of the images, but was necessary to allow for a greater amount of surface area to be
included in each frame, as the distance between the camera and the paintings was limited by the scaf-
folding. The painted architraves were photographed horizontally and columns taken vertically to ensure
complete coverage and to provide a semi-rectified image with minimal distortion.

A Kodak color bar and scale was included in each image. A level was used to keep the camera correctly
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positioned and the distance from the camera to the wall was kept constant. Approximately 30% overlap was
included to work around any distortion and to aid in the creation of a composite image of all the painting
on each level. Photographs were taken both with and without flash.

The bird netting was removed on the east facade, lower level to allow for photography of the brackets but
was not removed in other areas. Therefore, photography of the purlin and brackets was only carried out on
the east facade, lower level.

Detailed photography to illustrate specific conditions was also carried out. Negatives and 8’x10” color
prints are stored at the Chengde Bureau. All other photography was carried out digitally. A full collection
of digital images taken by the GCI will be provided to the Chengde Bureau.

B4t Graphic Recording
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Graphic documentation of the exterior painting on the south and east facades of Huicheng Hall was carried
out. Photographs were enlarged to 8’x10” color prints. Transparent overlays were used for graphic condi-
tion recording on the photograph basemaps. The following conditions were documented on the south and
east facades:

- Loss of painted plaster

- Loss of the upper plaster layer
- Stable detachment

- Severe detachment

- Cracks

- Metal bands

The manual graphic documentation was then transferred to computer (AutoCAD). A visual conditions
glossary of exterior painted surfaces was produced to accompany the condition assessment. The graphic
documentation transparent overlays and AutoCAD files have been provided on CD to the Chengde Bureau.
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i, w5 - T Huicheng Hall - Description
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Huicheng Hall is the main hall at Shuxiang Temple. The lower
level is seven bays wide and five bays deep, the upper level
five bays wide and three bays deep. The exterior and inte-
rior painted architectural decoration includes red monochrome
architectural paint on exterior woodwork, doors and window
frames on the south and north facades, and above this on all
facades polychrome decoration at both lower and upper lev-
els. The lower level has two painted architraves and single ang
five-stepped bracket sets. The upper level has two architraves B EE

of painting with multiple ang five-stepped bracket sets.
P 9 P 9 PP WERHIRI  CHRI R RIS

A central altar contains three sculpture including (from west Avalokitesvara  JE4ilii  Samantabhadra
. B . . (Guanyin)  Manjusri (Puxian)
to east) the bodhisattvas Avalokitesvara (Guanyin) sitting (Wenshu)

on a royal, chaotianhou, Manjusri (Wenshu), holding a lotus
flower in both hands and riding a blue lion, and Samantabhadra
(Puxian) riding a white elephant.

Various religious furnishings and objects also survive through-
out Huicheng Hall.

KRR E N A RE 2, ENBE
Huicheng Hall interior looking east Sculpture group
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T ACLES Huicheng Hall - Caihua Pattern
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The exterior and interior paintings at Huicheng Hall are decorated with the “Jinlong hexi caihua” or “gold
dragon and imperial seal caihua’. The main section features two golden dragons playing with pearl on a
background of auspicious clouds which alternates in color between blue and green. On either side of this

are dragons facing upwards and downwards. The end of beams (gutou) are painted with a sitting dragon
within a medallion. The flat tie-beam is decorated with the “running dragon with pearl” motif.

Brackets alternate green and blue and are further decorated with a simple gold border. The board between
the brackets is decorated with a fire and three pearl motif. The columns are decorated with a sitting dragon
on ocean and clouds.

EH R SRBOZE  Recreation drawing of the painted decoration at Huicheng Hall

SHE RSO Al G S ) K= R R
Brackets alternate green and blue with  Fire and three pearl motif
a simple gold border decoration between brackets

“ E‘Ej‘z ” “ ;ﬁx}zﬂi”

Sitting dragon Two dragons playing with pearl.
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s, w0 - T Huicheng Hall, Exterior - INntervention History
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As early as 29 November 1805, only 30 years following completion of the principal buildings at Shuxiang
Temple, there are reports of replacement of rafters, flying rafters and roof boards of Huicheng Hall (Second
Volume of the Gongcheng archives in the No 1 Historical Archives, Beijing).

No further reports exist until 1950 when the rear (north) roof eave of Huicheng was found to be deteriorated
and collapsed. Roof repairs started in the fall of 1956. During this major period of repair all rafters and fly-
ing rafters and roof boards were reportedly replaced; purlins, and corner beams of the upper and lower eaves
were replaced. The upper eave corner beam sets have been replaced. The corner beams (of the east and west
sides) of the lower eaves were all replaced except for one corner beam set. Based on in-situ examination of
these areas as part of the condition assessment, there is some uncertainty about the extent of these repairs.
Only some areas, such as a few of the purlins and parts of the corner sets, show signs of replacement. In these
cases the replacement pieces remain undecorated and have been painted red.

There is no written documentation which mentions the renewing of the painted decoration.

Sekino photographs of Huicheng Hall from 1933 clearly show the poor condition of the roof and the condition
of the painting. Interestingly, the painting on the lower level of the south facade, shows surviving areas on
the lesser architrave at the west end. As of Spring 2004, no painting survives on the lesser architrave of any
of the bays in this area. On the greater architrave, these photographs show a significant amount of painting
surviving. As of Spring 2004, there were large areas of loss in these areas.

193345 5C B pU 4 15 VE =R T
FR B ATCIR B0 D T 4B W] LR AR
R, HooEin EEs
BAREAE, /AN G A
TR R B AF

1933 Sekino photograph.
Note the poor condition of
the roof and the surviving
areas of painting visible on
the lower level. The paint-
ing on the greater archi-
trave survives in entirety.
On the lesser architrave,
the painting survives on
the west end.

200445 H I dhmT L, PEJR R)/NGG b e R 200445 3 J8 A 7 AT LA g LT PR ], LTS R B A
The further west bay in May 2004 showing loss of the  The next west bay of the south facade in May 2004. Almost
painting on the lesser architrave. no painting survives today.
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T i Huicheng Hall, Interior - Intervention History
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1933 Sekino photograph
showing interior painted
decoration, sculpture, fur-
nishings and objects in
Huicheng Hall.
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Note the two sculptures in the 1933 Sekino photograph R TEERIIT] (R334 TN il

(these sculptures may have come from another temple). Comparison photograph taken in 2002 which no longer
shows the sculptures (now missing from Shuxiang Temple)
but does include replacement sutra shelf doors noticeably

absent in the 1933 Sekino photograph.
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LRI, FHh - Huicheng Hall, Exterior - T@rminology of

7?3@*H9%*@ﬁ‘§ﬁlﬁl‘(ﬁ%§ Painted Architectural Elements

|:| :| L# Upper Level
|:| :| TH# Lower Level

location of photograph details below
T RS VRN I FRAS G AL

¢ “FARH (pingban fang)
flat tie-beam

< KA&N; (da’e fang)
greater architrave

< /NEW (xiao’e fang)

lesser architrave

< MG (pingban fang)
flat tie-beam

< KAk (da’e fang)
greater architrave

4 W (dianban)

filler (cushion) board
between architraves

P N

/NEING (xiao’e fang)
lesser architrave

WIS (tiaojianliang tou)
exterior column beam cap
—IERE (tiaoyan lin)

eave purlin

VN

—HHEVG (tiaoyan fang)

axial tie-beam

St (dougong)
4—brackets ("block" and "arm")

VN

——H R (diangong ban) BEfy CRLIREE f IR . fIR R F T2
bracket-arm cushion board  zpyanjiao(zhuanjiao puzuo, jiaoliang and
bawangquan)

corner set (including corner beam, corner
bracket set, and end of the greater architrave)
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Area of painting from the next east bay of the lower lev-
el of the south facade in May 2004 and after it detached
during a followup inspection in July 2004.
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The surface of the painting is generally very deterio-
rated. Different types of paint flaking, fine cracking and
loss in addition to weathering and dirt deposition leads
to this deteriorated appearance. This area is from the
lower level of the east wall, southernmost bay.

Huicheng Hall, Exterior

Overall Condition Summary
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The exterior painted decoration (caihua) of Huicheng
Hall is in poor condition (see Visual Glossary for a full
list of conditions). The appearance of the surviving
areas of painting is extremely weathered. The deco-
rative pattern of the paintings is difficult to read. The
paint layer has a number of conditions including vari-
ous types of paint flaking as well as fine cracking and
loss. In addition, the surface is dirty, with dirt deposi-
tion, areas of bird excreta and darkening which may
be due to animal activity and/or moisture staining.

The surface deterioration of the painting begins
with gradual weathering that leads to small losses
that increase in size over time. The underlying fiber
layers become visible as the upper layers deteriorate.
In some areas the upper plaster layer has been com-
pletely lost exposing the underlying plaster layer.

Many of the wooden beams are cracking and splitting.
This condition, in addition to the rusting metal bands
holding these beams together, often leads to splitting
and tearing of the painting itself. Even without this
condition, the painted plaster tends to detach from
the wood support, and over time, large pieces are
being lost at an alarming rate as gravity takes its toll.

The condition of the painting does vary from area to
area (see Graphic Documentation of the south and
east facades). For example, on the south facade, the
lower level painting is nearly half gone, on the upper
level 80% of the decoration survives but almost 40%
is considered detached and in serious risk of loss.
On the lower level of the east facade, one of the best
preserved areas of painting, the decoration survives
almost in entirety with only 10% of the painting in
serious risk of loss. However, what is clear is that
these paintings, regardless of location, will continue
to deteriorate if their condition is not addressed.
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The south facade, lower level is seven bays long and the deco-
rated surface area covers approximately 35.4 square meters.
Of this, 44% of the painted decoration is completely lost and 2%
of the upper plaster is lost. Of the surviving areas of painting,
15% is considered detached but stable while 18% is detached
and in imminent risk of loss. One of the areas, considered at
risk of detachment and loss, on the next east bay, was lost
between the initial recording in May 2004 and a follow-up
inspection in July 2004.

Of all the areas graphically recorded, the south facade, lower
level painting has the highest percentage of overall loss. In all
seven bays the lesser architrave painting is completely lost.

20044F-5 H R 0 [A) R 1) Joy 55 0 T i X 39 /R )20
FIRAM . X — X M
Area of painting on the next east bay begin-

ning to shift downward showing an initial
sign of detachment in May 2004. This area

Huicheng Hall, Exterior

South Facade, Lower Level

is now lost.

[N EPATRE A VG K 0 VG A A 4 8 R e B i P A e v

Bird nest behind the painting on the west- Detail of column on next west bay showing almost complete
ernmost bay. loss of painting.
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ST, A - ‘Fi;%, rlﬁ_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior

South Facade, Lower Level
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Westernmost Bay: greater architrave
painting survives in good condition though
the bottom part is detached and hanging
down. There is a bird nest behind the
painting and evidence of bird droppings
on the exposed wood. The lesser archi-

trave decoration is completely lost.

VEFHIA]: KAWL RAF, (ER AR E S H N, — A R T 5 SR . NP e ik .

Further West Bay: greater architrave painting is in good condition but the right half is detached at bottom and
hanging down. There is a piece of bracket which has fallen and is caught in the bird netting. The lesser architrave
decoration is completely gone.

VEIRIE]: R LA ik, ARBURM e 2 k. KA L HBLZeRIT 2.

Next West Bay: the painting is almost entirely lost and the wooden beams completely exposed. The greater archi-
trave beam is cracked and splitting.
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Center Bay: greater architrave painting survives but is detached in places shows staining. The eastern third of the
painting is lost. The lesser architrave decoration is entirely lost with staining and bird droppings on the exposed wood.
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ST, A - ‘F*%: , I‘—'ﬁ\—“ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior -

South Facade, Lower Level
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Next East Bay: greater architrave painting survives, but the eastern third is bulging and detached. This area of painting
was lost between the initial condition recording in May 2004 and a following inspection in July 2004. The lesser architrave
painting is completely lost.

RMIE: KREWIREGRAT T FR, H R 8 H 2R FaRA . N % .
Further East Bay: greater architrave painting survives but the bottom half is detached and hanging down. The lesser
architrave decoration is lost.

RN KA RAPIRGLAE, 4R BRI S AR S5 & BRI A — S S IRE A R Lo NPT R 58 22 L 7% o

Easternmost Bay: greater architrave painting is in good condition and is well attached to the cushion board between the ar-
chitraves. There are bird droppings on the greater architrave painting. The lesser architrave decoration is completely lost.
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ST, A - J:*%, rlﬁ_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior

South Facade, Upper Level

WRuiiE® Condition Summary

FE LT B4 SIE], R T AR A 26. 77K . HrpoRz im o8 4 it v
T 5 18%, LRI BT N T 1% ESRAERIRmE R, HRE
PEZS BRI T 723%, WA B3t 7 A o 1 25 B 35%

P LT _EAERZ AL EAAIRAS B 20% R i L v DAL i
AES0RMEAF R 5. MAh, RETGIRHER, #12E LL A — e i
B IR N . PER AT R M Zh s 2, O3B B R K
R o

PRAEAR A S SR BB B ™, BRIEAE B 2 4K gE, TURH
PR S . JLT B S L R m R %

The south facade, upper level, is five bays long and the painted
decoration covers approximately 26.7 square meters. Of this
18% of the painting is completely lost, with less than 1% of the
upper plaster lost. Of the remaining painting, 23% is detached

but stable while 35% is at imminent risk of loss. _

With almost 20% of the painted surfaces lost and over 50% de-

tached, the painting on the upper level of the south facade is in

serious condition. In addition, surface dirt, moisture staining and general abrasion of the painted surface is
more extreme than at the lower level. Extensive animal (most likely rodent) activity on the westernmost bay
has led to severe blackening and destruction of the painting.

The condition of the purlin and brackets is also serious with horizontal cracking of the eave purlin in places and
complete replacement of a purlin on the next west bay. Almost all of the painting on the brackets is gone.

NPHR T B Bl 3 R I SR AL SRR - FNHG S 5 R
Animal droppings Blackening and deteriorated state of the paintings  Surface dirt covering the paint-
due to animal activity. ing.

VIR ) 28 5 45 B PR IE
— R TR M AE 20 i 2
SOEMEHIL, FFBEANR
2L, T HI

Purlin replacement on
the next west bay. Roof
elements were replaced
during the 1950’s and
were painted a bright
red and are therefore
easily identified.

Pt fel b s,
Cracking of an eave purlin.
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ST, A - J:*%, rlﬁ_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior

South Facade, Upper Level

) 0 I A0 5 Je Sk BRI /N HRR B o

Detail of plaque on center bay. Small losses are visible on dragon heads.

PO E]: R A E A G, AN E R, T, CENEES R B AT BE R E . SRS P E OO
i, (CONIREE (B EEATD
Westernmost Bay: the greater architrave painting has severe staining. The lesser architrave painting is lost along the

bottom edge, detached, and severely stained black with animal activity. The painting is very weathered. Painting on the
purlin and brackets only survive in small areas (not visible in photograph).

PRI Ky NG R LT A vE ORI o BREXEERA G, BRIFss. PEm i, JUTpia -t bR s i
T B EEAFRD .

Next West Bay: both greater and lesser architrave painting is mostly lost (in the center of the bay). The surviving areas are
stained, abraded, and detached. The purlinis replaced and almost all painting on brackets is gone (notvisible in photograph).
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ST, A - J:*%, rlﬁ_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior

South Facade, Upper Level

Ml KB R E A TSI . NE TR, RS A 8. JLPITA R B E R T (R EREAED .

Center Bay: greater architrave painting is stained and dirty. The lesser architrave painting is detached and the lower half
is lost. Almost all painting is gone on the purlin and brackets (not visible in photograph).

FRIKIA): RSR[5 728 S R T A, DAARE IR SE B I ORAE T R /NS RS 2 8, KAk, 86 IR HMH k. ROk
KRBT E, LEHETRRES (B EEAED

Next East Bay: greater architrave painting, despite staining and surface weathering, survives intact with areas of stable
condition. The lesser architrave painting has losses, is weathered, and is detached and bulging in areas. The eastern
tiaojianliang tou painting is detached and hanging off (not visible in photograph).

R KA ERE AR —BOOK R8s, R . AN 84 5, R = I 7 T H k.
Easternmost Bay: the greater architrave painting has staining, a big horizontal crack, and is detached at the bottom. The
lesser architrave painting is completely detached and bulging with some small losses at the base.
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SRR, AN - ‘F%’ ;"3_\_‘[.@

WuihEx Condition Summary
ARVEAS F AR R JC AL TR PER (5% o T35 A 18 0 S T A 3
FA, AUMBLL EX X — LT T T R .
JeSZm R E AT . MR L TS, WIS R WAIE
50% IR 22 v o AR I K B T 2 i L P-4 M %

The north facade was not extensively documented during this
assessment. As scaffolding was not erected on this facade, a
brief inspection was done from the rockery.

The north facade, lower level painting is seven bays long.
Based on brief visual inspection from the rockery it is clear
that nearly 50% of the painted decoration is lost. The next
east bay and center bay paintings are almost entirely lost.

Huicheng Hall, Exterior

North Facade, Lower Level

RIRIE S W) g Efad iy 5 2 . 2d B
B PRHEAT

Replaced purlins and bracket pieces on next
east and center bays.

7= JA] Easternmost Bay
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ST, A - ‘F*%:, ;":_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior

North Facade, Lower Level

TRIERAZSF PP TS Assessment Report on Shuxiang Temple, Chengde 249



STl EAh - ‘F*%:, ;":_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior

North Facade, Lower Level
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SRR, AN - J:*%, ;"3_\_‘[.@

WRuiiEx Condition Summary

JbSr T AR R . SRAFR R R IR A . 1R 2 X
R i, BRE AN ORRED EAWEREE. MMERTLE
RTUAE I — KA B v (R

The painting on the north facade, upper level is very deterio-
rated. The areas of surviving painting are extremely weath-
ered. There are large areas of loss. The exposed areas of
wood on the easternmost bay are stained. Large pieces of
fallen painting are visible on the roof.

FRIEIRAG T AL RS Assessment Report on Shuxiang Temple, Chengde

Huicheng Hall, Exterior

North Facade, Upper Level

FEAE SR TH_E A — K & F R

Large pieces of fallen painting on lower eave.

LA Easternmost Bay



SRR, S - \—“ Huicheng Hall, Exterior
) AR, LS North Facade, Upper Level

ZRiXIH] Next East Bay -
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LRy, A - J: \_“ Huicheng Hall, Exterior
§ 1, LS North Facade, Upper Level

pEYRIAL - Next West Bays
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Huicheng Hall, Exterior

East Facade, Lower Level

s, w0 - DA, ZROLIA

WRuihEx Condition Summary

R FHESESTFI, R AR Z20 Tk, S R 4 M
VRIS R IRGAN, LR BLITE B 2%, 7E A R,
SEWERE MRS, 0N SR, % IS AR, Tk 7%
AT D . R ST R MR 2 TS BT J  ARA7AR DLT

EAEREZ A, B8 = IA) R 58 1) 2 () 2 % Sk 7 1 6 PPty 72 v
%o XA atE b DA s gt REE T RS, RN, SR b
M =FERBRA 2 AR k.

The east facade, lower level is five bays long and the painting cov-
ers approximately 20 square meters. Of this only 4% of the painted
decoration is lost and 2% of the upper plaster is lost. Of the surviving
areas of painting 35% was considered detached but stable, 10% was
considered in imminent risk of loss. Painted plaster remains on all
bays, with relatively small areas of loss. The east facade, lower level
painting survives in the best condition of all areas surveyed.

However, despite this fact, a large loss of painting from the tiao-

jianliang tou between the second and third bays was lost during

the course of this assessment. The large piece of green painted

plaster was already detached and hanging off. Also, the fire and three pearl decoration on the bracket-
arm cushion board has fallen and is lost in many areas.

v

IR L™ B R DX TV A2 B P /N T AR R 2 8 FHEAIE, Wos P ER R RE RGN Z 5 R = AL

TRl

Area of painting in an advanced stage of weathering. Note
small losses of the upper plaster layer revealing the lower
plaster layer below.

S VY e R R

Painting on purlin and bracket-arm cushion board on the
fourth bay.

i TR

Detail of area of painting showing the advanced stages of
weathering. Note the large extent of paint loss and losses
in the upper plaster layer revealing the fiber layer below.

R s PR 0 5 7 1
/32?/\4}(?4.50
Typical deteriorated condition of the paint layer in an area

where the painting remains attached and in relatively good
condition.

AR DAL TRIFIRDURI XIS, BURHZ Y e 2
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, = Huicheng Hall, Exterior
s, o - DA, ZROLHE
=) East Facade, Lower Level

Sl K@ EREROT Bk, SR ERm Chi.

First Bay: the greater architrave painting is split and lifting. The painting on the cushion board is lost.

Al K. /NI DR ARG U o S B AR T T Ak = 5 BRI B R R
Second Bay: the painting on the architraves survive in good condition. Two areas of the fire and three pearl decoration
on the bracket-arm cushion board are lost.

# =] Third Bay

S0 BRAEI —/NB A SRR N HOIRGULT, GHRE AR b A =5 BRI 9 s

Third Bay: the painting remains well attached in all areas except for a small area on the northern end. Six areas of the
fire and three pearl decoration on the bracket-arm cushion board are lost or falling off.
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T

i TR Huicheng Hall, Exterior
A ] ’

SRR, -
) F East Facade, Lower Level

S0 R EA A RE e, AR BRI . AR AR . RSO, AN L. NI E
EAFAEAR 2R, . F o BOVEAS B 3AE B AR b 1) = SRR B ANRZ %

Fourth Bay: there is an area of complete loss in the greater architrave painting and also areas of loss of the upper plaster
layer. Surviving painting is very deteriorated. Painting on the cushion board between the architraves has detached and
now rests on the lesser architrave. The lesser architrave painting has a horizontal crack, Part of the purlin (not visible in

photograph) and three areas of the fire and three pearl decoration on the bracket-arm cushion board are lost.

5 1i0E Fifth Bay
HALE: KRB N IRmE S, NIRRT ITR AR 8.

Fifth Bay: greater architrave painting is detached at bottom. Lesser architrave painting has a horizontal tear and is de-
tached in this area.
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, = Huicheng Hall, Exterior -
srm, s - _DME, ZROL
) 4 AROLIH East Facade, Upper Level

WRyikER Condition Summary

ROLT EAERE LT (A, AR K213, 35K, Hh18% ) i
OBV, 1%M) LR ALY . TE A7 R, 16%4 Fa e PR A S
35%A Willlfe V& 1) FE G o

RN 08 7% 10 2 1 BT 5 29 bl s T AR AR B AR A B R . [
FEE G R G A, REEE KA. R R IE R T IR Z /N /S
AURR R AT 1R 22 /N VR R AR H B A 8. S— T (v R
BT AV AL E .

B R A A T AT 254 1)

The east facade, upper level painting is three bays long and cov-
ers approximately 13.3 square meters. Of this 18% of the painted
decoration is lost with 1% of the upper plaster gone. Of the surviv-
ing areas of painting, 16% is considered detached but stable while
35% is thought to be in imminent risk of loss.

The high percentage of painted surfaces considered in serious risk
of loss is explained by the very deteriorated state of the painting.
In addition to severe staining and bird droppings, the painting is
also very weathered. There are many small losses and the bottom
of the lesser architraves are severly deteriorated and detached. The
first bay is blackened due to what appears to be animal activity
(probably rodents).

There also appears to be possible structural issues with the two inner columns around the second bay which
has led to the loss of painting in these areas.

H—lal: 2GBTS R P A S G S 111D & Tl G AT 773

Blackening and loss of the painting caused by Splintering of the flat tie-beam has led to loss of the painting in this

animal activity, first bay. area between the second and third bays.
HHA FARMPROA %
MR A KT
2, HARETS s, I

s e FECR R

LN

Horizontal lines which
— become points of
weakness form on the
painting relating to
> the condition of the
wood below. This
eventually leads to
tearing and splitting
of the painting.
) SR R R 1 1
Animal droppings accumulated behind paint-
ing, first bay.
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, = Huicheng Hall, Exterior -
srm, s - _DME, ZROL
) 4 AROLIH East Facade, Upper Level

Blal: KW R A R GG B B, ke, I, HEZWESREE. NGRS E, G B T s iE SE
b
First Bay: the greater architrave painting has dark staining and is abraded. The painting is detached, bulging, and dirty,

and there is evidence of animal activity. The lesser architrave is extremely deteriorated with losses and blackening due
to animal activity.

Bl KA R R v K ) S FTLE W B T, Xk, RIS B AR R SR R B R . /NEb

T S kA, B AW B IR

Second Bay: greater architrave painting has significant amounts of bird dropping on the southern end. Some cracks are
visible and the painting is dirty, weathered and the bottom half is detached. Pieces of painting at the far northern end
are detached and falling off. The lesser architrave painting shows signs of animal activity at the base where the painting
is detached and deteriorated.

=0 KA R b A A KT AR VR o BRAF R AR AT I AT 7 [ e 2288 b /NE R 58 4 S e BRAEAT K512
PR R IR AL (A TP EAED .

Third Bay: greater architrave painting is very weathered with large losses on the northernmost half. Surviving areas of
painting are dirty and fastened to the wood beam with nails. The lesser architrave painting is completely detached. The
purlin and five bracket pieces in this bay have been replaced (not visible in photograph).
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s as - DA, VYOILIE

Rk Condition Summary

AP I AR P ST AR ER I IC R . T30 78 S i L 3 42,
AMHBTIT X 31— ST T AT 7 T B

VESLT PSR ESLSE, JUPARE R . — ek Sk ER A 1 AL AR ™
FRAUBAN A A7 . MR AR A b ] WK 2d4s .,

The west facade was not extensively documented during this
assessment. As scaffolding was not erected on this facade, a brief
inspection was done from the ground.

The painting on the west facade, lower level is five bays long and
almost entirely lost. Some painted plaster survives, though severe-
ly deteriorated, on the columns. Horizontal cracking of exposed
wooden architrave beams is visible.

crack

TREBTRAZSE VAL RS Assessment Report on Shuxiang Temple, Chengde

%58 First Bay

Huicheng Hall, Exterior -

West Facade, Lower Level



ST, A - ‘F*%: , ﬁ_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior -

West Facade, Lower Level

t

crack

% /i Second Bay

#=IA Third Bay
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SR, A - ‘F*% , ﬁ_\[—‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior -

West Facade, Lower Level

Rk
crack

#Ua Fourth Bay

-

; LS
%ﬂ,l‘é{ Fifth Bay
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e, =hh - J:*% ’ ﬁjﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior -

West Facade, Upper Level

WuiiEx Condition Summary
VESLIH EASAF BRI FAEEE 2, BRI X Ak A ™

5= IR R L5 A i v (1 X kT WA BRIP4 . PRifE
B o mrt, st oy ofR L%

More of the painting on the upper level of the west facade
survives in comparison to the lower level, though the surviving
areas are extremely deteriorated.

Horizontal cracking is visible on the exposed beam of the south-
ernmost bay where the painting has been almost completely lost.
The purlin, upper corner elements and pieces of the brackets on
the third bay have been replaced and are painted red.

cracks

—

#5—1A] First Bay
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S, wAH - J:*% ’ ﬁ_\l_‘:ﬁ Huicheng Hall, Exterior -

West Facade, Upper Level

% i Second Bay

25 =18 Third Bay
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WuihEx  Condition Summary

UK BT & 0 7 o 1 e SR SF X IR, 19334 5CHY
ST B R v CA B S 0 o 28 s LI PR SED B AR ST T A ) 1
P WPIX— MBI S AT T RS . e X & I B
xS BEEAT T TGS . o T S ] S R AT R ) 2 AT
IRK,  HAl DR S P8 A AT R d T 15 R N TEk
BRI LA REXS R AT (A 2 A 1A

FEBT 5 W AR 2 3075 BB T Bkdnt, BRI R A Ed 24 [
SE, AR DR RINAS N B RS . XSk LS
%}?’fﬁ@ 8 DU 19 1 B DA 9 2895 2 S B S AL RS
TRt

SEVCE B HLA B 5 I, AP 2R 1 AN R i L 1
RAE R TSI K SRS S -

Modern metal bird netting covers all areas of bracketing
at Huicheng Hall. This bird
netting is visible in the
1933 Sekino photographs.

A decision was made to

only remove the netting

from the east facade, lower

level. Systematic photog-

raphy was carried out on

the brackets in this area.

In all other areas, brief in-

spection of the brackets FHEJSIHITZH.

was done through the bird = gjrg nest behind the painting.
netting. Given the difficul-

ty of photographing with the netting in place, no system-
atic photography was undertaken in these areas. The bird
netting also prevented proper access to the paintings so
only a brief condition assessment was possible.

In many places the netting was found to be torn or not
properly secured allowing birds to freely nest inside the
roof structure. This leads to bird droppings on the paint-
ings, creation of nests behind detached areas of the paint-
ing and possible dislodging of fragile areas of painting
caused by movement of the birds.

It is recommended that this netting be replaced with net-
ting that does not obscure the paintings and which pre-
vents birds from nesting in the roof.

FE L W R 225 ] WS, (R IR E D) S A ERHERR 1 it
AT

Pieces of bracket sets and fallen pieces of painting from the
purlin and cushion board between the brackets are often found
caught in the bird netting.

Huicheng Hall, Exterior - Brackets

AROLI_EHEE A KRR S,

Large quantity of bird droppings, second bay of east
facade, upper level.
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Ly, =hh - L‘FJ;H\:)U%?R Huicheng Hall, Exterior - Brackets

PASEDR m A AL Je— 2 20 4E)2 . HALR 2 T BT 178 AR I HRAEAT S PRI B S i LU B AR T DL AR LR 2
BRPMERL L DR R Bk 2 b, SHIS I B s L, AN S|P T e S R 2 i S K

Jik- The purlin and tiaojianliang tou with fiber layer often seem
Eave purlin painting is executed with plaster and a single to be at a higher risk of loss than areas of decoration on the
fiber layer. You can see the point where this plaster stops brackets that are painted directly onto the wood with only a
on the axial tie-beam. Apart from the purlin and tiaojian- thin skim of plaster.

liang tou the rest of the bracket set decoration is painted

on a thin skim of plaster - without a fiber layer.

B R EAFERIPRR T K. TR EAAE PRI GE L
Tiaojianliang tou with surviving painting. Tiaojianliang tou with painting lost.
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Ly, =hh - L‘FJ;H\:)U%?R Huicheng Hall, Exterior - Brackets

1 2 3

SHHCZ A G =S ERA, B RR WER m (1) 152877 (2), 0% 2 (3) S8 s R (KR DL -

The “fire and three pearl motif” decoration on the area between the brackets, known as the bracket-arm cushion board
shown with surviving painting (1), painting detached (2) and complete loss (3).

R4 AR, SERLEIME.
Cracking and blistering of the paint layer leading to losses.

SRR .

The gilded borders on the brackets are deteriorating.
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Exterior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions

== AR I g 44 18] 1 E
Definition of Terms Used for the
Graphic Documentation of Exterior Painted Surfaces



oA, HEAHh Huicheng Hall, Exterior
BYMNE BRI R iR Exterior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions

€ X Definition

%F’é_@ﬁ?ﬁ?@? SRR ARG, B LR R S
Loss of Painting i Complete loss of stratigraphy revealing wood support below

Rk il R SO AT =SS ey AN IR e
Cracks : Fissures or breaks running through the entire stratigraphy of the painting

RS L R P T, AR
Partial Loss of : Loss within upper plaster layer exposing underlying fibers
Upper Plaster

268 @fﬁ%ﬁ%/ﬁﬁ\ ET%\ %1&%4}(%9{%& Condition Assessment of Painted Architectural Surfaces, Sculpture, Furnishings and Objects



e, HWH Huicheng Hall, Exterior

FHM ER I 7 Exterior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions

£ X Definition
SAMivE b FIEKIR AR, BRI/ SR

Loss of Upper Complete loss of the upper plaster/fiber layer revealing lower plaster/fiber layer.
Plaster Layer :

PR 2 AL 25 H AR TSR Z M J1i 0k, RSB E AL T S22 s ek CFE R E 58 4

Severe : JRESFFIEALTBEI AT AL L I EBHERE ) .
Detachment : Loss of adhesion between the plaster layers and wood support below where the paint-
: ing is considered in danger of imminent loss (Includes areas of detachment where the

painting has completely detached and now hangs in danger of immediate loss).

T PE s By WAL )2 5ARCIRZ RIS S0, BASA LRIRLIE FIfak.
Stable : Loss of adhesion between the plaster layers and wood support below. Considered not
Detachment : i, immediate danger of loss.

EEBE L BRI, BRI F L.
Paint Loss : Complete loss of paint layer revealing plaster layer below.
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e, HWH Huicheng Hall, Exterior

FHM ER I 7 Exterior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions
7€ X Definition
quhagE | R EE RN, B R LR
Fine Cracking : Small cracks within paint layer which often extends into the upper plaster layer.

e PR R R PR, HE—MNAgR gk E Sl 2908,
Flaking i Lifting of paint from the plaster where the surface remains flat and only one edge
i becomes raised.

W g P —FEEIRA, BN R IR R .
Crinkling/ i Type of flaking where the entire paint layer appears shriveled and wrinkled.
Wrinkling
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oA, HEAHh Huicheng Hall, Exterior
BYMNE BRI R iR Exterior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions

€ X Definition

W /Bl P —FEEBR, SRR S R EARR .
Cupping/ : Type of flaking where all edges of the paint flake curl up to resemble a cup.
Curling :

WO mE A
Blackening : Darkened areas of painting.

NYNES) L RE RS AE I B W, ).
Animal Activity : Evidence of animal infestation behind paintings (nests, rodent droppings, etc.).
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e, HWH Huicheng Hall, Exterior

FHM ER I 7 Exterior Painted Surfaces
Visual Glossary of Conditions

€ X Definition

G RERE SRR,
Bird Droppings : Bird excreta on surface of painting.

LY
Bird Nests

iR P EEREERY.
Dirt : Surface accumulation on paint layer.
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L)L Scale 1:30

X Meter

1

PAITS

Loss of Caihua

AN
Loss of Upper
Plaster Layer

—— Stable Detachment

=y

L

Severe
Detachment

Cracks
Metal Bands

FHfs Lower Level
WSLI South Elevation

& Lower Level
Z<3L0 East Elevation

2R PINAT 2SN BRI R (20044E5 )
Graphic Condition Recording of Surviving
Exterior Caihua at Huicheng Hall (May 2004)






ek, ZEAb - ﬂﬁ% Huicheng Hall, Exterior
Architectural Paint/ Youshi

RyikEx  Condition Summary

RAA WD BIZSMLOMMRE TR, JFRAEZ
AR ERIREAM L, T2 iR AE AR 21 4 = SR A 2
F.

There are only traces of the red exterior architectural
paint that survive. The paint was not applied directly
onto the wood but rather over plaster and fiber or
textile layers.

STBMIRTT o WD EER BB AL B R, AR B R

The south entrance doors of Huicheng Hall. Very little
paint or plaster survives leaving the wood exposed.

FTHERT A A DRI IO T OREE TR It P 30K V& (i it £« PRBE T SR 1 i A AR Y B 5
i, AERAPIRBURALF . N . . )

ote also the large piece of detached The surviving areas of paint are often
Painted plaster survives on the more painted plaster in the door frame. cracked and flaking.

protected inner door frames but the
condition is very deteriorated.

FEAM IR LR JER AR AR, MIEBOXFIILE RSN FL B A Rl .

A1 RY ERIAS o

ORI A Detail of door panel decoration and close up of the bumpy
Decoration on an exterior door panel. Note the bumpy sur- surface of the red paint.

face of the red paint. The cause of this surface phenom-

enon is unknown.
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ST, FEAh - ?Elf]/fﬁ_]‘ Huicheng Hall, Exterior
Architectural Paint (Youshi)
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Detail of door on exterior south facade of Huicheng Hall. Detail of door panel decoration.
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Detail of raised decoration showing underlying wood, plas-
ter and textile layers and surviving traces of paint.
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Restored doors at Puren Temple. Doors on the south facade of Huicheng Hall.
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