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The Nature of Conservation: A Race Against Time 
By Philip Ward 
 
 
The Nature of Conservation: A Race Against Time was originally 
published by the Getty Conservation Institute (GCI) in collaboration 
with the International Council of Museums (ICOM) in 1986.  Meant 
to serve as an introduction to the field of conservation of cultural 
heritage for a general audience, the book was printed in English, 
French, and Spanish, and produced in conjunction with the 14th 
General Conference of ICOM, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in that 
year.   
 
This modest volume has been out of print for many years.  It has 
served for many people as an entrée into the challenges and rewards 
of the field of conservation, and much of it is still relevant to the field.  
In a relatively young field like conservation, however, 20 years 
represents a significant time span, and there are some aspects of the 
book that do not reflect current thinking on the topic and the field.  
Much good (and certainly no harm) will come of studying The Nature 
of Conservation, but the reader should be forewarned that it 
represents a moment in time, and that the approach to conservation 
has changed in many respects since its publication.   
 
 
 
 
 
Timothy P. Whalen 
Director 
 
January 2010 
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