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Preface 

For over a quarter of a century Jean-Baptiste Oudry (1686–1755) was court painter to 

Louis XV of France, becoming one of the most popular French painters of the mid-eighteenth 

century. Accepted (agréé) into the Académie royale in 1717, Oudry was appointed assistant 

professor (adjoint à professeur) at the Académie in 1739 and was promoted to full professor in 

1743, being granted lodgings at the Louvre the following year (Opperman 1983).  

Beginning in 2002, the Paintings Conservation Department at the J. Paul Getty Museum 

undertook conservation and restoration work on three large paintings by Oudry from a series of 

life-size portraits of exotic animals in the Staatliches Museum in Schwerin, Germany. Two of 

these paintings, Rhinoceros (306 cm x 453 cm) and Lion (307.3 cm x 257.8 cm) had not been 

seen in public for nearly 150 years because of their poor condition. Following their conservation, 

they were displayed alongside other works from Oudry’s suite of animal portraits at Schwerin in 

the exhibition Oudry’s Painted Menagerie shown successively in 2007–8 at the Getty Museum; 

the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; and the Staatliches Museum, Schwerin (Morton 2007).  

Conservation and restoration of the third painting, Reclining Tiger (191 cm x 259 cm), will be 

completed in early 2009.   

The conservation treatments provided an opportunity for Getty Museum conservators, in 

collaboration with scientists from the Getty Conservation Institute, to study the materials and 

methods used by Oudry in the creation of these monumental animal paintings.  Of particular 

interest has been comparing the findings of technical and scientific investigations of his paintings 

with what the artist espoused on painting techniques, and with established painting practices of 

the period (see, for example, Bergeon and Martin 1994; Massing 1998).    

Arising from these investigations were English-language translations of two lectures 

Oudry delivered to the Académie royale, which we are pleased to publish here for the first time, 

together with the original French texts. 

As a professor, Oudry was persuaded to deliver two discourses (conférences) on 

painting technique to students of the Académie royale.  The first, “Réflexions sur la manière 
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d’étudier la couleur en comparant les objets les uns avec les autres,” was delivered on June 7, 

1749; the second, “Discours sur la pratique de la peinture et ses procédés principaux: ébaucher, 

peindre à fond, et retoucher,” was delivered on December 2, 1752.  Both these lectures were 

published posthumously in the nineteenth century from transcripts of the Académie proceedings 

(Oudry 1844; Oudry 1863).  A third lecture, which Oudry alludes to at the end of his Discours, 

was never given.  He died in 1755.   The two extant lectures provide some interesting insights 

into the views on painting practice held by an established academician and successful 

professional painter.  Oudry, in many respects, comes across as very traditional in his outlook 

and quite conservative for his time.  He generally offers good, common sense advice which, 

even from today’s perspective, represents sound practice for painting in oils on canvas.  The 

first lecture, Réflexions, is more general in tone and addresses broader aspects of painting, with 

particular attention to faithful rendering of the appearance and colors of the real world.   The 

later Discours provides more detailed and specific guidance to students on the various stages 

involved in the creation of a painting, from the initial preparation of the canvas through the 

application of the final touches and details. Oudry describes the three main stages of the painting 

process that were seemingly widely adopted by French painters of the mid-eighteenth century: 

ébaucher (the painted sketch or underpainting), peindre à fond (overpainting) and retoucher 

(retouching). Oudry alluded that his third lecture would have addressed the correct choice of 

colors (i.e., specific pigments and/or combinations) for glazing and other paint effects. 

The two lectures by Oudry are a rare example of an artist’s personal testimony on 

matters to do with practical, technical aspects of painting. As such, they are valuable source of 

information, both on Oudry’s own painting technique and on general practices of the period. 

Oudry’s lectures were translated for the Getty Conservation Institute by Steve Stella. 

Additional editing and annotation was done by Alan Phenix of the Getty Conservation Institute, 

Tiarna Doherty of the J. Paul Getty Museum and Michael Swicklick of the National Gallery of Art, 

Washington DC.  The transcriptions of the French texts were kindly proof-read by Michel 

Bouchard, Getty Conservation Institute. 



4 

 

References 

Bergeon, Segolène and Elisabeth Martin. 1994. La technique de la peinture française des XVIIIe 

siècles. Techne 1: 65–78. 

 

Eastaugh, Nicholas, Valentine Walsh, Tracey Chaplin, and Ruth Siddall. 2004. Pigment 

Compendium: A dictionary of historical pigments. Oxford: Elsevier-Butterworth-Heinemann. 

 

Massing, Ann. 1998.  French painting technique in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries 

and De la Fontaine's  Académie de la peinture  (Paris 1679). In Looking through Paintings: The 

study of painting techniques and materials in support of art historical research,  ed. E. Hermens, A. 

Ouwerkerk, and N. Costaras, 319–390, London: Archetype Publications; Baarn, the Netherlands: De 

Prom. 

 

Morton, Mary, ed. 2007. Oudry’s painted menagerie: Portraits of exotic animal in eighteenth-century 

Europe. Los Angeles: J. Paul Getty Museum. 

 

O’Donoghue, Elma, Rafael Romero, and Joris Dik. 1998. French eighteenth century painting 

techniques. In Painting Techniques: History, materials, studio practice: Contributions to the Dublin 

Congress, 7–11 September 1998, ed. A. Roy, and P. Smith, 185-9, London: International Institute 

for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works.  

 

Opperman, Hal. 1983. J.-B. Oudry 1686–1755. Fort Worth: Kimbell Art Museum. Distributed by 

University of Washington Press. 

 

Oudry, Jean-Baptiste. 1844. “Réflexions sur la manière d’étudier la couleur en comparant les objets 

les uns avec les autres.”, Delivered on June 7, 1749. In Le Cabinet de l’Amateur et de l’Antiquaire 

III: 33–52 

 

Oudry, Jean-Baptiste. 1863. “Discours sur la pratique de la peinture, et ses procédés principaux: 



5 

 

ébaucher, peindre à fond et retoucher.” Delivered on December 2, 1752. In Le Cabinet de 

l’Amateur, nouvelle série (1861-1862 [1863]): 107-17. 

 

Perego, François. 2005. Dictionnaire des matériaux du peintre. Paris: Belin. 

 

Pernety, Antoine-Joseph. 1757. Dictionnaire portatif de peinture, sculpture et gravure. Paris: 

Bauche. Reprint, Genève: Minkof Reprints, 1972. 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 150
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


