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Gardens and Cultivated Earth

Gardens embody the human endeavor to
control nature. In Renaissance devotional
manuscripts, gardens and farmlands provided
stunning settings or backdrops for a range of
narratives centered on the theme of salvation
or sanctity. Artists visualized these green
spaces either as well-planted terrains or as

modest plots suitable for a home or monastery.
Within the tradition of landscape painting,
the art of verdancy, or greenery, presents an
idealized view of nature in perfect harmony,
a metaphor that premodern Christians equated
with paradise in heaven.
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Wilderness and the Land beyond the City

Many people experience a sense of peace hoping to achieve a more authentic and
and calm or even wonder when out in pure relationship with God. Artists of the
nature. During the Renaissance, people time often depicted these harsh rocky terrains
looked to the natural world to heighten or woodland spaces in religious artworks
their religious experiences. Hermits and to both highlight humankind’s inability to
some monks and nuns lived in isolation master the wilds of nature and to express

from civilization, free from distractions, the wondrous richness of God’s creation.
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Elements and Symbols of the Natural World

Nature abounds with meaning and metaphor.
During the Renaissance, artists used temporal
phenomena—such as wind, rain, thunder-
storms, and snowfall—to evoke a range of
moods and to engage the spectator in the
experience of the landscape. The tiniest insect
to the most foreboding mountain could hold
deep significance for Christian devotees.

The works in this section highlight the
many meanings behind individual aspects
of a landscape composition, from flowers
and rocks to water and sky, and explore the
ways in which each actively participates in
the narrative and contributes to the prayers,
songs, or meditations of devotees.
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This material was published in 2017 to coincide with
the J. Paul Getty Museum exhibition Sacred Landscapes:
Nature in Renaissance Manuscripts, October 10, 2017-
January 14, 2018, at the Getty Center.

To cite these texts, we suggest using: Sacred Landscapes:
Nature in Renaissance Manuscripts, published online
2017, the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles,

http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/sacred_landscapes



