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Play and Pastimes in the Middle Ages

What was the last game you played?

All cultures and communities engage in forms of play. In the Middle Ages, play created
potent imaginative spaces where people could learn skills, experience romance, engage
in competition, establish social hierarchies, or simply have fun. Manuscripts from the era
abound with images that reveal a love of entertainment and sport, providing tantalizing
hints about the history of play and its role in everyday life. The objects in this exhibition,
which date from around 1240 to 1570, come from the Getty Museum’s collection of
manuscripts. They depict activities ranging from raucous children’s games to the knightly
pastimes of courting and jousting.

Come play with us! We invite you to experience and imagine medieval
games and pastimes by participating in activities throughout this gallery.

| @ I Non-flash photography and video for personal use

are welcome in the exhibition.

Juegos y pasatiempos en la Edad Media

¢Cual fue el ultimo juego que jugaste?

Todas las culturas y comunidades practican formas de juego. En la Edad Media, el
juego creaba poderosos espacios imaginativos donde la gente podia aprender distintas
habilidades, vivir romances, participar en competencias, establecer jerarquias sociales
o simplemente divertirse. En los manuscritos de la época abundan las imagenes que
revelan el amor por el entretenimiento y el deporte, proporcionando tentadoras pistas
sobre la historia del juego y su papel en la vida cotidiana. Los objetos de esta exposicion,
que datan aproximadamente de 1240 a 1570, proceden de la coleccion de manuscritos
del Getty Museum. Representan actividades que van desde los escandalosos juegos
infantiles hasta los pasatiempos caballerescos del cortejo y las justas.

iVen a jugar con nosotros! Te invitamos a practicar e imaginar los juegos
y pasatiempos medievales participando en actividades en toda esta sala.

l @ l Se puede tomar fotos sin flash y grabar videos de la
exhibicién siempre que sean para uso personal.



Dance the Night Away Bailando toda la noche

Dancing in the Middle Ages was a popular En la Edad Media, bailar era una actividad
group activity for weddings, feasts, en grupo muy popular en bodas, fiestas
and festivals. y festivales.

& Can you tell that the dancers are moving from ﬁ ¢Podrias notar por la posicién de las
- I3

f— the position of their heads, hands, and feet? cabezas, manos y pies que los bailarines
: : "N OBSERVA se estan moviendo?

How would you avoid getting tangled if

you danced while attached by scarves? ‘ ’ e‘d ¢Como evitarias enredarte si

IMAGINE bailaras atado por un pafiuelo?

IMAGINA

‘j Do you like to dance? Show your best L
dance move! . 2 . : . ¢Te gusta bailar? Muestra tu mejor

— ' - i , : o X movimiento de baile.

i

— u-rm_?j;*
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Surely You Joust?

Like modern sports teams, jousters in the
Middle Ages were identified by different colors,
patterns, and symbols.

What colored pattern, animal, and initial letters
did this knight choose to represent him?

How do your favorite sports team'’s colors and

symbols inspire you?
IMAGINE y p y

If you took part in a jousting tournament,
what colors or symbols would you choose
to represent you or your family?

Justo en las justas, ¢verdad?

Al igual que los equipos deportivos de hoy, los
participantes en los torneos de justas de la Edad
Media se identificaban mediante diferentes colores,
patrones y simbolos.

¢{Qué patrones de color, animales y letras iniciales

eligio este caballero para que le representaran?
OBSERVA

¢De qué manera te inspiran los colores y simbolos

. r =k
2L de tu equipo deportivo favorito?

Si participaras en un torneo de justas, {qué colores o
simbolos elegirias para representarte a ti o a tu familia?
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Playing Dress-up

Fancy clothing was required at the medieval
court, even for a garden walk.

P
Jugando a los disfraces

En la corte medieval era obligatorio usar ropa
elegante, incluso para pasear por el jardin.

accessories, and shoes. Are they similar to

ﬁ Look closely at the clothes, head coverings,
ook  clothes worn today?

@# If'you were wearing these clothes, would
they feel heavy/light, rough/soft, tight/loose?

IMAGINE

£

Observa atentamente la ropa, los tocados, los
accesorios y los zapatos. ;Se parecen a los que
OBSERVA Se usan hoy en dia?

How would you sit, stand, or move in
them? Would you want to wear the
pointy-toed shoes?

sentirian pesadas o ligeras, 4speras o suaves,

Si vistieras estas prendas, icrees que se
A
iMAGINA  ajustadas o sueltas?

P

¢COmo harias para sentarte, estar de pie
o moverte con ellas? ¢Te gustaria usar
prUEBA Zapatos de punta estrecha?

Lt
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This material was published in 2023 to coincide

with the J. Paul Getty Museum exhibition Play and
Pastimes in the Middle Ages, May 16-August 6, 2023,
at the Getty Center.

To cite this material, please use: Play and Pastimes

in the Middle Ages, published online in 2023, J. Paul
Getty Museum, Los Angeles, https://www.getty.edu/
art/exhibitions/play
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