Finding ..
Audience

Nineteenth-Century Drawings

Highly finished drawings, featuring complete compositions
and a rich use of color, are the focus of this exhibition. They
stand in contrast to cursory preliminary sketches. But who
originally enjoyed these works of art? Some were intended
for public appreciation and others for private enjoyment. On
the public side, there were “exhibition watercolors,” a genre
that came to prominence in the nineteenth century. Often
large and ambitious, these drawings could hold their own with
oil paintings. For more private viewing there were smaller
works—frequently just as polished—made by artists who found
a market selling directly to collectors. And sometimes a drawing
was created for a friend or family member—an audience of
only one.
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This material was published in 2023 to coincide

with the J. Paul Getty Museum exhibition Finding an
Audience: Nineteenth-Century Drawings, September 26,
2023-January 7, 2024, at the Getty Center.

To cite this material, please use: Finding an Audience:
Nineteenth-Century Drawings, published online in
2023, J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, https://
www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/audience_drawings
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