
Cataloging Manuscripts, Rare 
Books, Drawings, Prints, and 

Photographs:
Getty Vocabularies, CDWA, and CCO

Workshop 2

Patricia Harpring, Managing Editor
Getty Vocabulary Program
23/24 February 2023



Table of Contents: Workshop 2
• Goals of the Workshop
• Resources
• Meet the Vocabulary Program
• Brief Introduction to Vocabularies, CDWA, CONA

• Purpose and Content: Getty Vocabularies
• How to Access Vocabularies
• Scope and Coverage of Vocabularies: 

AAT, TGN, ULAN, IA, CONA
• Purpose and Content: CDWA, CCO
• Key Principles of Good Cataloging
• Minimum Data

• Overview of Selected Issues: Applying CDWA,
CCO, Indexing with Getty Vocabularies

• Issues: Work Type, Classification
• Focus of the Record
• Specificity and Exhaustivity
• Indexing Using Vocabularies 

• Issues re. Multiple Standards

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

• Issues re. Titles
• Issues re. Physical Characteristics

• Materials and Techniques
• Dimensions

• Issues re. Creator and Related People
• Issues re. Location and Related Places
• Issues re. Dates and Dating
• Issues re. Depicted Subject
• Issues re. Multiple Parts
• Issues re. Related Works
• Issues re. Works in Multiples
• List of Additional Fields

• Questions and Answers

See Workshop 1: Documenting with Vocabularies, CDWA, CCO: 
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cdwa_vocab_workshop.pdf
video of Workshop 1 presentation:  https://youtu.be/HciiqfQfzjw

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cdwa_vocab_workshop.pdf
https://youtu.be/HciiqfQfzjw
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf


MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Goals of the Workshop
• This is Workshop 2, to be taken with Workshop 1 that covered cataloging in general
• Our goal today is to explore use of the Getty Vocabularies and CDWA/CCO 

cataloging guidelines for manuscripts, rare books, drawings, prints, photographs
• This presentations focuses on highlights and issues related to this topic

• For full access to all categories and fields, please see the online resources

• Note that CDWA/CCO are guidelines, not firm standardized rules; it is up to you in 
your local environment to establish cataloging practice and rules that work for your 
collection and cataloging requirements

• Please contact us with any questions: cdwa@getty.edu or vocab@getty.edu

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf

mailto:cdwa@getty.edu
mailto:vocab@getty.edu
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf
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Goals of the Workshop
• Note: This presentation is for educational purposes only

• Images and other information about works of art in this presentation 
may be under separate copyright

• Examples in this presentation are derived from the Cultural Objects Name 
Authority (CONA), an implementation of the CDWA and CCO standards; 
illustrated data is not necessarily identical to the repository’s records

• Do not distribute without permission from the owner 
or other copyright holder

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf
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For fuller instructions and more diverse examples for CDWA, see 
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/intro_to_cco_cdwa.pdf and 
https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/

For fuller instructions and more diverse examples for Getty Vocabularies, see 
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat_in_depth.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn_in_depth.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/ulan_in_depth.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona_intro.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/ia_in_depth.pdf

Topics in this presentation and others are located on the Training page:  
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/training.html

vocab@getty.edu cdwa@vocab.edu

this one: 
similar: https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cco_cdwa_for_ms_prints.pdf

Presentation: 

Contact us:

Additional 
materials 

on topics in 
this presentation
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video of presentation for Workshop 1: https://youtu.be/HciiqfQfzjw

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf
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https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona_intro.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/ia_in_depth.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/training.html
mailto:vocab@getty.edu
mailto:cdwa@vocab.edu
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cco_cdwa_for_ms_prints.pdf
https://youtu.be/HciiqfQfzjw
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/workshop_2_cataloging_manuscripts.pdf
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https://www.getty.edu/publications/virtuallibrary/160606018X.html
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Additional 
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on topics in 
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https://www.getty.edu/publications/virtuallibrary/160606018X.html


https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

Meet the Getty Vocabulary Program
• PhD or MA in Art History, or

MLIS with strong Art History

• All are recognized experts in 
vocabulary creation

• Cross-trained on all Getty 
Vocabularies

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/


https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

Meet the Getty Vocabulary Program
What do we do?
• Getty Research Institute
• Vocabs grow through 

contributions: We train 
contributors, process incoming 
contributions, 1000s per year

• Is data compliant with 
standards, within scope, 
correct? Updates published 
monthly by Getty Digital

• Outreach, workshops, 
individual training

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/


Brief Introduction to
Getty Vocabularies, 
CDWA, and CCO
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Purpose and Context: Getty Vocabularies

Why Getty Vocabularies?
• For some users, purpose is to promote consistency in assignment 

of preferred terms, or to provide multiple synonyms from which to choose, 
in cataloging and documentation

• For other users, to link to the unique ID or otherwise reconcile to Getty 
Vocabularies’ data

• For other users, in retrieval and discovery, to utilize variant terms, 
broader/narrower contexts, rich contextual data

• For others, look-up resources of information

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOVO
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• Structured, linked vocabularies: AAT, TGN, ULAN, CONA, IA
• Relationships: Thesauri, 3 relationships: equivalence (synonyms), 

hierarchical (broader-narrower), associative (btwn records, not 
hierarchical)

• Standards-compliant: Comply with standards for controlled vocabularies 
(ISO, NISO)

• Rich knowledge bases: not simple ‘value vocabularies’
• Authoritative: Vocabularies cite authoritative sources and contributors; 

but not authoritarian (may use variant terms)
• Scope: Getty Vocabularies strive to be ever more multilingual, 

multicultural, and inclusive, within domain of visual arts
• Target Domain: Since 1980s, traditional audience (art and architecture 

domains: visual resources, catalogers, museums), plus scholars, and 
related disciplines (archaeology, conservation)

• Collaborative: Grow through contributions from expert user community: 
> 350 institutions, consortia, scholarly projects, and individual scholars

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Purpose and Context: Getty Vocabularies

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/about.html#scope
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn/about.html#scope
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/ulan/about.html#scope
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona/about.html#scope
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona/about.html#scope_ia


Purpose and Context
Catalog Level: item  Classification: paintings
Work Type: hanging scroll [AAT 300265079]  H: Current
Work Type: folding screen [AAT 300265156]  H: Historical

Title: Scene of Early Spring Type: repository Lang.: English
Title: 宋郭熙早春圖 軸 Type: repository Lang.: Chinese

Creator Display: Guo Xi, Song Dynasty
Index: Guo Xi (Chinese painter, 1023 - ca.1085 CE) 

[ULAN 500125758]     Role: artist   
Creation Date:  1072 CE; fifth year of Xining, first era of the 
Shenzong Emperor, Northern Song Dynasty  

Index: Start Date: 1072 End Date: 1072
Materials Display: painted scroll

Index: color (pigment) [AAT 300264870]
Index: ink [AAT 300015012] 
Index: silk (silkworm material) [AAT 300014072]
Index: paper (fiber product) [AAT 300014109]  

Location: National Palace Museum (Taipei, Taiwan)  [ULAN 500309392]

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA 700002851

http://vocab.getty.edu/page/cona/700002851
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Contact us: 
vocab@getty.edu

Find Getty 
Vocabs Online
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Search online
Relational Tables
Web Services APIs
XML
LOD 
SPARQL end point
OpenRefine
Reconciliation

Open Data Commons 
Attribution License 
(ODC-By) 1.0



Scope and Coverage: Getty Vocabularies
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, 
sources, and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, 
orthographic drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and 
corporate bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same 
entity (e.g., Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 蔡襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja
Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,)



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus® includes generic 
terms in several languages, relationships, sources, and 
scope notes for work types, roles, materials, styles, 
cultures, and techniques (477,898 terms) 
(e.g., amphora, literati (painters), oil paint, olieverf, 
peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, 
orthographic drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, 
emakimono, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
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•AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®
Sample record (partial)

Terms (cont): 
grabados al acero (es-N) [1000429838] 
Contrib. [CDBP-SNPC]  Sources. *
Stahlstiche (de-N) [1000655952]
Contrib. [IfM-SMB-PK]  Sources. *

Associative Relationships
produced by ... steel engraving (printing 

process) [300190536]
distinguished from  … siderographs

[300389774] Date: from early 1800s 
Start: 1800 End: 9999

Hierarchical Relationships (poly)
Objects Facet
.. Visual and Verbal Communication (G)
.... Visual Works (hierarchy name) (G)
...... visual works (works) (G)
........ <visual works by material or technique> (G)
.......... prints (visual works) (G)
............ <prints by process or technique> (G)
.............. <prints by process: transfer method> (G)
................ intaglio prints (G)
................... engravings (prints) (G)
...................... steel engravings (visual works) (G) 

Note: Prints made by the process of "steel engraving 
(printing process)," in which plates of steel or steel-
faced copper are used, having replaced the use of less 
durable copper plates in the early 19th century… 
Contrib. [VP,BHA]  Sources. Gascoigne 1986, Lucie-
Smith 1986, Brit 2000-, *]
Chinese (traditional) 以鋼版雕刻程序製成的版畫
Contrib. [AS]  Sources. *
Dutch Gravures waarbij de afbeelding is gesneden in 
een stalen plaat. Contrib. [RKD-AAT ned]  Sources. *
German ..... Druck, der im Verfahren des Stahlstichs 
hergestellt wurde. Contrib. [IfM-SMB-PK]  Sources. *
Spanish ..... Estampas realizadas mediante el proceso  
de grabado en acero.…Contrib. [CDBP-SNPC]  Sources. *

Contributors: VP,BHA,CHIN,AS,RKD,IfM-
SMB-PK,CDPB-DIBAM
Sources: Griffiths, Prints (1996); 
Hunnisett, Steel-Engraved (2020);  
Koschatzky, Die Kunst der Graphik (1988); 
Thes.Graph.Mat. tgm010117; Lucie-
Smith, Thames & Hudson Dictionary of Art 
Terms (1986); Newman, Innovative 
Printmaking (1997)

AAT ID: 300190536
Terms: 
steel engravings (pref, en-P,PN)
[1000041363] Contrib. [VP,BHA]  Sources.
Gascoigne 1986, Lucie-Smith 1986, Brit 2000-*
Qualifier: visual works
Date: from 1792  
Start: 1792 End: 9999

steel engraving (en, SN) 
[1000299348] Contrib. [VP,BHA]  Sources. *

Qualifier: visual work
engravings on steel (en) (Hist)

[1000895990] Contrib. [Morem]  Sources. *

gravures sur acier (fr-N, PFN) 
[1000304335] Contrib. [CHIN]  Sources. *

鋼版刻印 (zh_TW-P)  [1000551901]
Contrib. [AS]  Sources. *

gāng bǎn kè yìn (zh-Latn-pny-P)
[1000551903]]  Contrib. [AS]  Sources. *

staalgravures (nl-P)  [1000482814] 
Contrib. [RKD-AAT ned]  Sources. *

gravuras em metal (pt-P) 
[1000884616] Contrib. [CVAA-BR]  Sources. *

PREFERENCES 
= views of data

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

LANGUAGES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

RELS/LINKS--POLY

Unique features of 
Vocabs may aid in 
facilitating 
inclusivity & 
multicultural 
content 



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®
Sample record

Associative Relationships
produced by ... steel engraving (printing 

process) [300190536]
distinguished from  … siderographs

[300389774]

Hierarchical Relationships (poly)
Objects Facet
.. Visual and Verbal Communication (G)
.... Visual Works (hierarchy name) (G)
...... visual works (works) (G)
........ <visual works by material or technique> (G)
.......... prints (visual works) (G)
............ <prints by process or technique> (G)
.............. <prints by process: transfer method> (G)
................ intaglio prints (G)
................... engravings (prints) (G)
...................... steel engravings (visual works) (G) 

Note: Prints made by the process of "steel 
engraving (printing process)," in which plates of 
steel or steel-faced copper are used, having 
replaced the use of less durable copper plates in 
the early 19th century…

Chinese (traditional) 以鋼版雕刻程序製成的版畫
Dutch Gravures waarbij de afbeelding is gesneden 
in een stalen plaat.
German ..... Druck, der im Verfahren des Stahlstichs 
hergestellt wurde.
Spanish ..... Estampas realizadas mediante el 
proceso de grabado en acero.…

Contributors: VP,CHIN,AS,RKD,IfM-
SMB-PK,CDPB-DIBAM
Sources: Griffiths, Prints (1996); 
Koschatzky, Die Kunst der Graphik (1988); 
Thes.Graph.Mat. tgm010117; Lucie-
Smith, Thames & Hudson Dictionary of Art 
Terms (1986); Newman, Innovative 
Printmaking (1997)

AAT ID: 300190536
Terms: 
steel engravings (pref, en-P)    
[1000041363] 

Qualifier: visual works
Date: from 1792  
Start: 1792 End: 9999

steel engraving (en)    
[1000299348]

Qualifier: visual work
engravings on steel (en) (H) 
[1000895990]
鋼版刻印 (zh-P)  [1000551901]
gāng bǎn kè yìn (zh-P) 
[1000551903]  
staalgravures (nl)  [1000482814]
gravures sur acier (fr-P)     
[1000304335]
grabados al acero (es-P)    
[1000429838]
Stahlstiche (de-P)  [1000655952]

COREFERENCES

CREDIT/WARRANT

RELS/LINKS--POLY

PREFERENCES 
= views of data

UNIQUE IDS

LANGUAGES

DATES, HIST/CUR
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• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®
Sample record

Associative Relationships
produced by ... steel engraving (printing 

process) [300190536]
distinguished from  … siderographs

[300389774]

Hierarchical Relationships (poly)
Objects Facet
.. Visual and Verbal Communication (G)
.... Visual Works (hierarchy name) (G)
...... visual works (works) (G)
........ <visual works by material or technique> (G)
.......... prints (visual works) (G)
............ <prints by process or technique> (G)
.............. <prints by process: transfer method> (G)
................ intaglio prints (G)
................... engravings (prints) (G)
...................... steel engravings (visual works) (G) 

Note: Prints made by the process of "steel 
engraving (printing process)," in which plates of 
steel or steel-faced copper are used, having 
replaced the use of less durable copper plates in 
the early 19th century…

Chinese (traditional) 以鋼版雕刻程序製成的版畫
Dutch Gravures waarbij de afbeelding is gesneden 
in een stalen plaat.
German ..... Druck, der im Verfahren des Stahlstichs 
hergestellt wurde.
Spanish ..... Estampas realizadas mediante el 
proceso de grabado en acero.…

Contributors: VP,CHIN,AS,RKD,IfM-
SMB-PK,CDPB-DIBAM
Sources: Griffiths, Prints (1996); 
Koschatzky, Die Kunst der Graphik (1988); 
Thes.Graph.Mat. tgm010117; Lucie-
Smith, Thames & Hudson Dictionary of Art 
Terms (1986); Newman, Innovative 
Printmaking (1997)

AAT ID: 300190536
Terms: 
steel engravings (pref, en-P)    
[1000041363] 

Qualifier: visual works
Date: from 1792  
Start: 1792 End: 9999

steel engraving (en)    
[1000299348]

Qualifier: visual work
engravings on steel (en) (H) 
[1000895990]
鋼版刻印 (zh-P)  [1000551901]
gāng bǎn kè yìn (zh-P) 
[1000551903]  
staalgravures (nl)  [1000482814]
gravures sur acier (fr-P)     
[1000304335]
grabados al acero (es-P)    
[1000429838]
Stahlstiche (de-P)  [1000655952]

PREFERENCES

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

LANGUAGES, POS

RELS/LINKS--POLY

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®
Sample record

Associative Relationships
produced by ... steel engraving (printing 

process) [300190536]
distinguished from  … siderographs

[300389774]

Hierarchical Relationships (poly)
Objects Facet
.. Visual and Verbal Communication (G)
.... Visual Works (hierarchy name) (G)
...... visual works (works) (G)
........ <visual works by material or technique> (G)
.......... prints (visual works) (G)
............ <prints by process or technique> (G)
.............. <prints by process: transfer method> (G)
................ intaglio prints (G)
................... engravings (prints) (G)
...................... steel engravings (visual works) (G) 

Note: Prints made by the process of "steel 
engraving (printing process)," in which plates of 
steel or steel-faced copper are used, having 
replaced the use of less durable copper plates in 
the early 19th century…

Chinese (traditional) 以鋼版雕刻程序製成的版畫
Dutch Gravures waarbij de afbeelding is gesneden 
in een stalen plaat.
German ..... Druck, der im Verfahren des Stahlstichs 
hergestellt wurde.
Spanish ..... Estampas realizadas mediante el 
proceso de grabado en acero.…

Contributors: VP,CHIN,AS,RKD,IfM-
SMB-PK,CDPB-DIBAM
Sources: Griffiths, Prints (1996); 
Koschatzky, Die Kunst der Graphik (1988); 
Thes.Graph.Mat. tgm010117; Lucie-
Smith, Thames & Hudson Dictionary of Art 
Terms (1986); Newman, Innovative 
Printmaking (1997)

AAT ID: 300190536
Terms: 
steel engravings (pref, en-P)    
[1000041363] 

Qualifier: visual works
Date: from 1792  
Start: 1792 End: 9999

steel engraving (en)    
[1000299348]

Qualifier: visual work
engravings on steel (en) (H) 
[1000895990]
鋼版刻印 (zh-P)  [1000551901]
gāng bǎn kè yìn (zh-P) 
[1000551903]  
staalgravures (nl)  [1000482814]
gravures sur acier (fr-P)     
[1000304335]
grabados al acero (es-P)    
[1000429838]
Stahlstiche (de-P)  [1000655952]

PREFERENCES

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

LANGUAGES, POS

RELS/LINKS--POLY

Getty Vocabularies: Diversity and Inclusion, December 2022

Scope and Coverage



• Indention: broader/narrower (genus/species)
• Sub-facets (called “hierarchies”) establish 

the context of the term
• Guide terms in angled brackets
• Qualifiers display in parentheses

View of the AAT hierarchy

Concept
steel engravings (visual works)

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes 
names, relationships, and coordinates, with special focus 
in development on historical information for current cities, 
historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, lost 
settlements, and physical features as necessary for 
cataloging art; not comprehensive and not GIS but may 
include coreferences to GIS and maps (5,316,468 names) 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Axumite Empire, 
Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Leptis Magna, Machupicchu, 
Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Scope and Coverage



Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

•TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names®
Place Types

Associative Relationships 

inhabited place  
Date: settled by Etruscans (flourished 
6th century BCE) Start: -800  End: 9999

city
archiepiscopal see
commune (administrative)  

Date: since 1125 Start: 1125  End: 9999
cultural center
university center
world heritage site

AAT

Sample record
TGN ID: 7011179
Names: 
Siena (pref,it,en-P) [47413] 
Contrib. [VP,BHA,Avery]  
Sources. Annuario Generale 1980, 
UNESCO (1992); Williams (2010)*

Sienna [140808]
Sienne (fr-P) [1002860953]
Σιένα (el-P) [1002038443]
锡耶纳 (zh-P) [1002038446] 
Сиена (ru) [1002038445]
シエーナ (ja) [1002038441]
Sienese (adj) (en) [1159549]
Senae (hist.) [181416]

Date: Medieval  
Start: 800  End: 1500

Sena Julia (hist.) (la) [181415]
Sena (hist.) [181414] 

Date: Etruscan
Start: -800  End:  200

Date: Ghibelline allies, 13th-14th 
centuries  Start:  1250   End: 1400

Hierarchical Relationships (poly.)

PREFERENCES 
= views of data

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

LANGUAGES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

RELS/LINKS--POLY
Contributors: 
VP,BHA, Avery,GRI
Sources: Annuario Generale (1980); NGA/NIMA database (2003-) -129709; Library of 
Congress Authorities n 79013822; UNESCO World Heritage Centre [online] (1992-); 
VIAF: Virtual International Authority File [online] (2009-) VIAF ID: 239842096 (Geographic) 



View of the TGN hierarchy

Place
Siena (Etruria)

(former group of political entities) • Indention: broader/narrower 
(whole/part(former group of political entities))

• Historical hierarchical view of places 
• Place Types display in parentheses

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, 
relationships, notes, sources, and biographical information 
for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, 
patrons, other individuals and corporate bodies, both 
named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other 
resources (1,470,142 names) (e.g., Mark Rothko, 
Cai Xiang,蔡襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Rajaraja
Museum, I. M. Pei & Partners, Ahuitzotl, William Kentridge, 
Frida Kahlo)

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Scope and Coverage



Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names®
Sample record

Display bio: (Japanese printmaker, painter, 1760-1849

Birth date:  1760
Death date: 1849

Nationalities: 
Japanese (pref) 

Roles:   
artist
printmaker
painter
designer
calligrapher
draftsman
landscapist
marine artist
figure artist
ukiyo-e artist 

Gender: male

Birth and Death Places: 
Born:  Tokyo (Kanto, Japan)) (inhab place)
Died:  Tokyo (Kanto, Japan)) (inhab place)

Events: 
active: Tokyo (Kanto, Japan)) (inhab place)  

…….. in Edo, modern-day Tokyo
Associative Relationships:
teacher of  Taito, Katsushika, II
..............(Japanese printmaker, active ca. 1820-1850) 
child of  Nakajima Ise
.............(Japanese mirror maker, 18th century) 
possibly identified with ... Tōshūsai Sharaku
............. (Japanese printmaker, active 1794-1795)

Contributors: 
VP, Avery,GRL,BHA,CCA
Sources: Bowie, Drawings of Hokusai (1964); 
Grove Dictionary of Art online (1999-2002); 
Library of Congress Authorities n 80043599 ; 
Metropolitan Museum of Art [online] (2003-); 
Bouquillard, Hokusai: First Manga Master (2007)

AAT

TGN

ULAN ID: 500060426
Names: 
Katsushika Hokusai (en,ja-trans) [1500235399]

Contrib. [VP,CCA, Avery]  
Sources. Bowie (1964), Grove (2022),Met (2003)*

Hokusai (en,ja-trans) [1500235408] 
Date: name taken by the artist in 1798, and 
used for his prints and paintings 
Start: 1798 End: 9999 

葛飾北斎 (ja) [1500705416] 
Shunrō (en,ja-trans) Date: gō (artist's name), 

used in his years of training, when painting 
hosoban (narrow prints) [1500235400]

Sōri (en,ja-trans) Date: gō used in early career, 
named taken from his Rinpa-school master 
Tawaraya Sōri [1500235401]

Kakō (en,ja-trans) Date: used for the 
production of commecial prints and books 
[1500235402]

Tatsumasa (en,ja-trans) Date: used for the 
production of privately published illustrations 
[1500235403]

PREFERENCES 
= views of data

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

LANGUAGES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

RELS/LINKS--POLY



• Indention: broader/narrower (instance)
• Corporate Bodies can have more levels
• Display Biography displays in parentheses

Person
Katsushika Hokusai

View of the ULAN hierarchy

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, 
relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names 
of literary works and performing art; special focus on 
non-Western with coreferences to other resources
(7,200 terms) (e.g., Xibalba, Yemonja, �शव, Shiva, Bouddha
couché, Flood of Deucalion, Viaggio dei Re Magi, French 
Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Niflheim, Mithras)

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
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Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™
Sample record

Vocab links 
role/characteristic is ... Bodhisattva [AAT]
symbolic attribute is ... lotus  [AAT]

culture/religion is ... Mahayana (Buddhism) [AAT]
culture/religion is ... Theravada (Buddhism) [AAT]

Hierarchical Relationships

Associative Relationships 
associated with  .... Krishna (Hindu iconography)
counterpart is …. Guanyin (Buddhist iconography)

Display Date: veneration in India flourished ca. 3rd-7th
centuries    Start: 200  End:  9999

Note The bodhisattva of infinite compassion and mercy; embodies 
the compassion of all Buddhas. Known in over 100 manifestations; 
is portrayed in different cultures as either female or male, as … …

Contributors VP,BHA,BWR 
Sources  Bowker, Oxford Dictionary of World Religions 
(1997); Huntington, Art of Ancient India (1985); 
Encyclopedia Britannica Online (2022-); 
LC: LC control no.: sh 85010492

PREFERENCES 
= views of data

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

LANGUAGES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

RELS/LINKS--POLY

IA ID 901000085
Names
Avalokiteśvara (pref-en) [5000191]

Qualifier: Buddhist bodhisattva
Date: name occurs in Sanskrit by 7th century 
Start: 600 End: 9999  Contrib: VP,BHA,BWR
Sources: Bowker (1997); Dunhuang (2010)

Avalokitesvara [5001067]
Avalokitesvara [5003150]
अवलो�कतेश्वर (sa) [5001068]
�ན་རས་གཟིགས (bo) [5002308]
Spyan ras gzigs [5002309]

AAT
TGN
ULAN
CONA



Top of the IA Hierarchies

• Indention: broader/narrower (instance)
• Guide Terms in angled brackets
• Qualifying description in parentheses

Character
Avalokiteśvara (Buddhist bodhisattva)

View of the IA hierarchy
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• AAT, Art & Architecture Thesaurus®  includes generic terms in several languages, relationships, sources, 
and scope notes for agents, work types, roles, materials, styles, cultures, and techniques 
(e.g., amphora, oil paint, olieverf, peintures à l'huile, acetolysis, 玉器, Jadekünste, sintering, orthographic 
drawings, Olmeca, Rinascimento, Buddhism, watercolors, asa-no-ha-toji)

• TGN, Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names® includes names, relationships, and coordinates,with
special focus on historical information for current cities, historical nations, empires, archaeological sites, 
lost settlements, and physical features as necessary for cataloging art; not GIS but may include 
coreferences to GIS and maps 
(e.g., Diospolis, Acalán, Ottoman Empire, Mogao, Ch'ien-fu-tung, Ganges River, गंगा नद� )

• ULAN, Union List of Artist Names® includes names, relationships, notes, sources, and biographical 
information for artists, architects, firms, studios, repositories, patrons, and other individuals and corporate 
bodies, both named and anonymous; may include coreferences to other resources for same entity (e.g., 
Mark Rothko, Cai Xiang, 葵襄, Crevole Master, Riza Abbasi, Altobelli & Molins, Rajaraja Museum)

• IA, Getty Iconography Authority™ includes proper names, relationships, and dates for iconographical narratives, 
religious or fictional characters, historical events, names of literary works and performing art; special focus on non-
Western with coreferences to other resources including Iconclass for Western (e.g., Viaggio dei Re Magi, Flood of 
Deucalion, French Revolution, Olouaipipilele, Xibalba, Niflheim, ि◌शव, Shiva, Bouddha couché)

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® focuses on architecture, multiples, and works depicted in other works; 
includes titles, artist attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for works whether extant or destroyed (new 
contribution: 70,000 works from BWR) (e.g., Chayasomesvara Temple, Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία ,The Lacemaker, La 
Dentellière, Merlettaia, Lion Throne Room,神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle,) Using Getty Vocabularies in the Field

• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority® titles, artist 
attribution, creation dates, relationships, and location for 
works; focuses on architecture, multiples, works depicted in 
other works, lost works, designed but not built (107,493 titles) 
(e.g., Hagia Sofia, Αγία Σοφία, Adinatha Temple, Flatiron 
Building, The Lacemaker, Merlettaia, La Dentellière, Lion 
Throne Room, 神奈川沖浪, Great Wave, Die große Welle)

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Scope and Coverage



• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority®

Locations:
Location current Beijing (Beijing Shi (municipality), China) 
(nation)   Address Note: +39.913889,+116.391667
Dimensions [display] entire complex: 237 hectares
Mat & Tech [display]  wood and stone
wood AAT 300011914 | stone AAT 300011176]

Style: Chinese [AAT 300018322]  | Taoist [AAT 300143666]
General Subject:
architecture Type: isness
religion and mythology Extent: purpose
Specific Subjects:
Heaven [AAT 300185658] Extent: dedication
Chinese heaven  [IA 901002236]
Note: Large religious complex in the old outer city of Beijing, 
comprises three buildings are built in a straight line. 
Contributors:
JPGM; VP;  GRISC; BHA;  BWR;
Sources: Built Works Registry BWR3792244; Library of 
Congress Authorities online (2002-) n2011019454; 
Fodor's Travel (2016); J. Paul Getty Museum, collections 
online (2000-); Great Buildings Online (1997-) ; UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre [online] (1992-) Ref: 881

TGN

AAT

AAT
TGN
ULAN
CONA
CONA IA

Sample record
CONA ID: 700002923

Titles/Names:
Temple of Heaven (pref- en)

[1000016889] 
Display Date: renamed in the 
16th century Start: 1521   End:  9999

Contrib: JPGM,BWR,BHA
Sources: BWR database (2019); Great 
Buildings (2000); UNESCO WHC (1992)

Tian Tan (zh-tr) [1000016890]
T'ien-t'an (zh-trl) [1000019041]
Tiantan  [1000016892]
Temple du Ciel (fr) [1000019264]
Templo del Cielo (es)  

[1000019265]
Himmelstempel (de)  [1000019266]
天壇 (zh) [1000016894]
天坛 (zh) [1000016893]
천단 (ko) [1000019043]

Catalog Level: item

Work Types:
temple complex 
Classification:
Architecture
Creation Date: 
construction 1406-1420; 
extended 16th century 
Start: 1406   End: 1420 
Qualifier: construction

Creator Display:
first built by Ming Chengzu; 
extended by Ming Shizong; 
renovated by Qianlong

[ULAN 500356295]
Role: patron/38121

[ULAN 500372663]
Role: patron/38121

[ULAN 500372572]
Role: patron/38121

AAT

ULAN
PREFERENCES 
= views of data

UNIQUE IDS

COREFERENCES

LANGUAGES

CREDIT/WARRANT

DATES, HIST/CUR

RELS/LINKS--POLY



• Indention: broader/narrower (instance 
or whole/part)

• Guide Terms in angled brackets
• Work Type in parentheses
• Concatenated “label”

Built Work
Temple of Heaven

View of the CONA hierarchy



• CONA, Cultural Objects Name Authority®

Sample record

ID: 

AAT
TGN
ULAN
CONA
CONA IA

ID: 700009009
Titles/Names: 
Pages from Diamond Sutra Illustrated 

Booklet
Painting / Album /  繪畫 / 相冊
金剛經說法圖
Class: manuscripts
Work Type: booklet
Date: ca. 901/950
Creator: unknown Five Dynasties

AAT

Hierarchical Relationship
Movable Works
….Pages from Diamond Sutra

Associative Relationship
former context was....
Mogao Cave 17 (built work)

Location: 
current: British Museum 
(London, England, United 
Kingdom)

Repository Numbers:  
1919,0101,0.212.1-2 (Ch.xi.001-2)

discovery: Qianfodong (Gansu 
province, China) 

Note: Two-page leaf in a booklet 
copy of the Diamond Sutra …

Provenance: Collected by Sir Marc Aurel
Stein; Acquisition date 1919

General Subject:
religion and mythology
text
Specific Subjects:
Diamond Sutra (literary work)
Buddha (Buddhist character)
Subhuti (Buddhist character)
Vajrapani (Buddhist character)
language: Chinese

Contributors: VP, Mogao
Sources: British Museum [online] (1999-)
Agnew, Reed, Ball, Cave Temples of 
Dunhuang (2018)

Materials: ink and pigments 
on paper
Dimensions: 14.7 × 21.5 cm 
(5 13⁄16 × 8 7⁄16 in.)
Inscriptions: verso: in cartouche and full 
page, Chinese: [Inscription Translation: 
In cartouche: The eighth great spiritual 
Vajra who receives requests.]

ULAN

AAT

TGN

ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



Languages and Linking = Multiple ViewsVocabularies’ 
structure and 
practice can 
facilitate 
diverse points 
of view

• Multilingual context & relationships between records

Multilingual 
terminology and 
interconnectedness, 
along with 
preferences, allows 
for multiple points of 
views



Purpose and Context: CDWA, CCO
Why CDWA and CCO Standards?

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CD
W

A 
an

d 
CC

O
 Both CCO and CWDA are the result of consensus reached by committees who 

met repeatedly over time, with decisions then reviewed by advisory committees 
of experts

 These groups represented a broad spectrum of prominent professionals in the 
museum, art library, visual resources, special collection, and archives communities 

 Both CDWA and CCO committees agreed on sets of elements and rules for 
cataloging based on existing common practice in their professions, some of which 
had existing standards, which should not contradict the CDWA and CCO model

 But going further, to advise best practice for documenting cultural heritage works 

 To both uniquely identify the works for maintenance by the responsible institution 
and to researchers

 And to provide enough additional information to allow scholarly research



CDWA

• CDWA serves a set of guidelines outlining best practice for documenting works of art, 
architecture, and other cultural works; use of the CDWA guidelines will contribute to the 
integrity and longevity of data

• CDWA also provides a conceptual framework to which art information structures may be 
mapped, in order to inform about the content of data elements, to give end-users 
consistent, reliable access to information, regardless of the system or data model in 
which it resides

• CDWA has been mapped to or used as the basis for various art cataloging and 
information systems. CDWA is mapped to the Cultural Objects Name Authority (CONA)

Categories for the Description of Works of Art
www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona/index.html
http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/


http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/

• Object/Work
• Classification
• Orientation/Arrangement
• Titles or Names
• State
• Edition
• Measurements
• Materials and Techniques
• Facture
• Physical Description
• Inscriptions/Marks
• Condition/Examination History
• Conservation/Treatment History
• Creation
• Ownership/Collecting History
• Copyright/Restrictions

• Styles/Periods/Movements
• Subject Matter
• Context
• Exhibition/Loan History
• Related Works
• Related Visual Documentation
• Related Textual References
• Critical Responses
• Cataloging History
• Current Location
• Descriptive Note
• Person/Corporate Body Authority
• Place/Location Authority
• Generic Concept Authority
• Subject Authority

CDWA categories
• For the Work
• For Images of 

the Work
• For Authorities

• It is a 
comprehensive set 
of 540 elements 

• 10 core elements

• Outside the core, 
institutions should 
decide which 
other elements 
are necessary for 
their 
requirements

CDWA

http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/


https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/definitions.html

How to Use CDWA Online

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Click on 
category 
name, you will 
go to the 
definitions for 
that category 
and 
subcategories
/elements/ 
fields

E.g., 
Object/Work 
Category in 
the example

CDWA Definitions of Categories



https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/definitions.html

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs,  

To see full 
discussion and 
guidelines, 
click on 
Object/Work 
in lefthand 
navigation

CDWA Full Guidelines for Categories
How to Use CDWA Online



https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/8materials.html#RTFToC3

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs,  

If the CDWA 
Guidelines 
suggest values 
for a given 
subcategory/ 
field should be a 
controlled 
extensible list, 
CDWA will list a 
few values as 
examples

To see values in 
use in an 
application of 
CDWA, go to 
the CONA 
counterpart

Ask us for the 
current list: 
vocab@getty.edu 

Materials/Technique Extent in CDWA: sample values
How to Use CDWA Online



http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/

Person/ 
Corporate Body 
Authority

Place/Location 
Authority

Generic Concept 
Authority

Subject Authority

Related Textual 
Documentation

Related Visual 
Documentation

Object/ Work 
Records

Entity Relationship Diagram for CDWA

 Relationships are 
critical to the 
CDWA model
 Links include the 

following:
 object/work  to 

another 
object/work, 
groups

 related 
“authorities”

 related images, 
sources

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty 
Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

CDWA

http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/


CCO

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, 

• CCO includes rules and examples for a core subset derived from the CDWA categories and 
the VRA Core Categories

• It is a manual to help describe, document, and catalog cultural artifacts (like art and 
architecture) and visual media that represent them

• Use it to create sharable metadata; build common practice for museums, digital libraries, 
and archives; complement diverse data structure and value standards in any system; 
improve discovery and access of cultural works

• Promotes good descriptive cataloging and reduces redundancy, builds a foundation of 
shared documentation, creates data sharing opportunities, enhances end-user access across 
institutional boundaries, and complements existing standards (AACR)

Cataloging Cultural Objects
https://vraweb.org/resourcesx/cataloging-cultural-objects/

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDW  

https://vraweb.org/resourcesx/cataloging-cultural-objects/


Chapter 1: Object Naming
Work Type / Title

Chapter 2: Creator Information  
Creator / Creator Role

Chapter 3: Physical Characteristics
Dimensions / Materials and 
Techniques /
State and Edition/ Additional 
Physical Characteristics

Chapter 4: Stylistic and 
Chronological Information

Style / Culture / Date
Chapter 5: Location and Geography

Current Location / Creation Location 
/ Discovery Location/ Former 
Location

Chapter 6: Subject
Subject

Chapter 7: Class 
Class

Chapter 8: Description
Description / Other Descriptive 
Notes

Chapter 9. View Information  
View Description / View Type / 
View Subject / View Date

Authority 1:  Personal and 
Corporate Names
Authority 2:  Geographic Places 
Authority 3:  Concept Authority
Authority 4:  Subject Authority

• For the Work
• For Images of the 

Work
• Authorities

• 116 elements 
total

• 10 core elements

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

https://vraweb.org/resourcesx/cataloging-cultural-objects /

CCO

https://vraweb.org/resourcesx/cataloging-cultural-objects/


Common Practice and Best Practice
• What is the focus? Establish the logical 

focus of each Record: 
• a single item
• a work made up of several parts
• a physical group or collection of works
• an image of a work

• Cataloging rules: Follow the CDWA/CCO 
rules; make and enforce additional local 
rules to allow effective retrieval, re-
purposing, exchange, and linking of 
information

• Terminology: Use published controlled 
vocabularies, such as Getty Vocabularies. 
Use local controlled lists as necessary

• Consistency: Be consistent in all 
aspects of entering data and in 
establishing relationships between 
entities

• Metadata standards: Ensure that 
your underlying data structure, 
including relationships, is compliant 
with (or mappable to) established 
metadata standards

• Your system: As far as is possible, do 
not allow limitations of a cataloging 
system to cause distortion of the 
data
• E.g., do not put two values into one field 

due to system limitations. Your system will 
change in the future; your data should 
survive migration

Key Principles of Good Cataloging



Key Principles of Good Cataloging
Common Practice and Best Practice

• Include Core Fields

• Display information is separate 
from indexing: Express nuance to end user, 
index using rules or controlled values

• Unknown and undetermined: For core fields, 
do not omit values, unknown, undetermined, 
unavailable

• Unknown and unknowable: 
Information unknown to scholarship, 
or unknown only to the cataloger

• Broad and correct vs specific and 
wrong: Indexing or text, do not 
assume, do not state more than is 
known

• Use authoritative sources: Cite your 
sources

• Employ unbiased and inclusive 
description and indexing: Respect 
and accommodate multiple points of 
view

Catalog Level
Classification
Work Type
Title
Creator
Creation Date
Subject
Current Location
Dimensions
Materials & Techniques

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



Minimum Data

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Include core fields / elements

If core 
information is 
unavailable, fill in 
the field with 
“unavailable” or 
another 
appropriate term

Catalog Level
Classification
Work Type
Title
Creators
Creation Date
Subject
Current Location
Dimensions
Materials & 

Techniques

Catalog Level:  item
Classification:  manuscripts
Work Type: detached leaf
Title: A Battle from the Trojan War
Creators: 

scribe: unknown French
illuminator: First Master of Bible Historiale of Jean 
de Berry

Creation Date: ca. 1390 /1400
Culture: French
General Subject: history and legend | text
Specific Subjects: Trojan War  |  battle
Current Location: J. Paul Getty Museum

(Los Angeles, California, USA)
Repository Number: 83.MP.146.3

Location: creation: Paris (France)
Dimensions: 38.3 x 29.8 cm (15 1/16 x 11 3/4 in.)
Mat & Tech: tempera colors, colored washes, gold 
leaf, and ink on parchment



Catalog level: volume Class.: manuscripts
Work Type: gradual 
Title: Gradual for Monastic Use
Creator:  illumination: workshop of: Pacino di 
Bonaguida; patron: probably Augustinian
Creation Date: 1303/1340 
Style: Gothic Culture: Augustinian
General Subject: text
Specific Subject: chants | Mass extent: theme
Italian rotunda   extent: script 
Italian extent: language
Current Location: Museum of Fine Art (Boston, 
Massachusetts) ID: 01.6454 Credit Line: Bequest 
of Mrs. Arthur Croft—The Gardner Brewer Collection
Creation Location: Florence (Italy)
Dimensions: 174 folios; overall (page dimensions): 
35.7 x 26.2 cm (14 1/16 x 10 5/16 inches)
Mat. & Tech.: tempera and ink on parchment; 
bindings of calfskin over boards with metal clasps
Descriptive N.: A gradual (a liturgical book, 
containing chants for the Mass) for monastic use, 
probably the Augustinian order, with 174 folios (ff.) 
and 2 leaves:
ff. 1 - 109: Gradual: Temporale and Sanctorale
ff. 109v - 113: Litany
ff. 114 - 160: Gradual: Temporale (continued)
ff. 161 - 168: Temporale sequences
(f. 168v: Originally blank, with a 15th-century addition in Italian on 3 staves: "Sanctus della domenica…")
ff. 169 - 174v: Credo (four repetitions of "Patrem omnipotentem," each with a different melody

Exhaustivity
 How many aspects of 

a work will you 
catalog?
 Only core fields, or 

do you need others? 
 How many terms do 

you assign to each 
indexing field of a 
work record?

Catalog Level
Classification
Work Type
Title
Creator
Creation Date
Subject
Current Location
Dimensions
Materials & 

Techniques

--
--

--
-

co
re

 --
--

--

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
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Overview of Selected Issues: 
Applying CDWA, CCO

Indexing with Getty Vocabularies



Issues re. Work Type, Classification

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

• Are you creating a record for the digital image of the illumination? 
• Are you creating a record for a work?
• If so, for which work? Are you creating a record for the page as a 

component? Or for the volume as a whole? Maybe for a group?

First—
Establish the focus of the record

group foliovolume illumination image



group foliovolume illumination image

Issues re. Work Type, Classification

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Catalog Level
• Catalog Level indicates the type or scope of the record

Label the focus of the record:
https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/1object.html#RTFToC2a

Record Type
• May be necessary for organization
• E.g., Movable Works, Built Works, Conceptual Works, Visual Surrogates

Catalog Level
item
volume
album
group
subgroup
collection
series
set
multiples
component
box
fond
portfolio
suite

https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/1object.html#RTFToC2a


Catalog Level  item Classification:  drawings paintings
Title A Prince Restrains a Rampaging Elephant 
Creator unknown Indian     Creation Date : ca. 1780 
Current Location Philadelphia Museum of Art (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA); 
ID: 2004-149-65  Credit Line: 125th Anniversary Acquisition. Alvin O. Bellak
Collection, 2004
General Subject genre
Specific | Asian elephant (species) | prince  | animal training | Maharao Umed
Singh I (Indian prince, reigned 1771-1819)
Dimensions Image: 11 1/4 × 16 13/16 inches (28.6 × 42.7 cm); Sheet: 11 7/8 ×
17 1/2 inches (30.2 × 44.5 cm) 
Mat & Tech: opaque watercolor, gold, and silver-colored paint on paper

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Issues re. Work Type, Classification
https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/1object.html
https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/2classification.html

• Classification designates the broad category into which the work is placed; may be 
the curatorial department of the repository

• Work Type (or Object Type) identifies what the work is, physical form, function, or 
materials/techniques of creation

Catalog Level:  item
Classification:
drawings
paintings

Work Type: 
watercolor drawing AAT

https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/1object.html
https://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/cdwa/2classification.html


Classification
 May have multiple Classification terms
 Based on organizational scheme of a 

particular repository or collection;  purpose 
is to place work within a broader context
 Group the work with other works on the 

basis of similar characteristics, including 
materials, form, shape, function, region of 
origin, cultural context, or historical or 
stylistic period

Title: Healing Scroll
Creator: unknown Amhara or 
Tigrinya 
Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art ID: 
95.66  Credit: Museum Purchase, 
transferred from the Library Subject: text | 
Archangel Phanuel
Dimensions: W. 6 x L. 78 in. (15.24 x 
198.12 cm)
Materials: parchment (vellum), pigment

Classification:
manuscripts
medicinal 
African art

Work Type:
magic scroll

AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Issues re. Work Type, Classification

CONA ID: 700009456



Issues re. Work Type, Classification
Classification
Varies from 
collection to 
collection
What is “prints 
and drawings” in a 
museum may be 
“rare books” or 
“special 
collections” in a 
library

Class: Prints and Drawings
Title: Alberti Dvreri pictoris et architecti praestantissimi De 
vrbibvs...", 1535
Artist: Albrecht Dürer (German, 1471–1528)
Publication Location: Paris: Officina Christiani Wecheli
Creation Date: 1535
Materials: illustrated book; 78 pages; H: 13 3/4 in. (35 cm)
Current Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, New York). 
Purchased with income from the Jacob S. Rogers Fund (125.97 D932) 
Description: methods of constructing letterforms, from "Institutionum
Geometricarum" Albrecht Dürer, painter, draftsman, printmaker, and 
writer, was perhaps the greatest German artist. He created paintings 
and drawings of the highest quality and made major contributions to 
the development of printmaking, particularly engraving. In 1525 Dürer
published "Underweysung der Messung, mit dem Zirckel und 
Richtscheyt in Linien Ebenen und gantzen Corporen [Institutionum
Geometricarum . . . ]," an introductory manual of geometric theory and 
its practical application for young artists. His treatise "Etliche Underricht, zu
Befestigung der Stett, Schlosz und Flecken [De Urbibus, arcibus, castellisque . 
. . ]," on military fortification, was published about 1527. The Library's copy 
contains the Latin editions of both the military and geometric treatises 
published in Paris in the mid-1530s. The earlier manual was intended to give 
artists a strong base in the theory and application of geometry. In it Dürer
discusses the generation of ellipses, the geometry of three-dimensional 
bodies, and the practical application of geometry in architecture. The last 
section of "Underweysung der Messung" is the first scientific treatment of 
perspective by a northern European artist, and its very placement in his treatise on geometry 
emphasizes the importance of perspective as a branch of mathematics, not merely as a technique of 
painters and architects. The practical application of geometrical theory reappears in Dürer's work on 
fortification, the first book in German on the subject. He relied heavily on Italian literature, but the 
"Etliche Underricht" was the first printed book in any language to bring together elements of the art of 
fortification from various sources and to present them as a system. Although it has been previously 
rebacked  the Library's copy is bound in a contemporary blind tooled calfskin

Catalog Level: item  

Classification:
prints and drawings

Work Type: illustrated book AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700009454 



Issues re. Work Type, Classification
Work Type
• May be multiple 

Work Types
• Reference to 

Form, Function, 
Material

• Ideally, linked 
to AAT

Class: Drawings  Work Type: drawing
Title: Birth and Baptismal Certificate
Creator: Francis Portzline (American (Pennsylvania German), 
active 1838 -1855)
Creation Location: Pennsylvania, United States
Creation Date: 1840/1855
Materials:  watercolor wash, pigments in gum medium, and ink on 
wove paper
Measurements: sheet: 12 13/16 x 15 9/16 inches (32.5 x 39.5 cm)
Current Location: Pennsylvania Museum of Art (Pennsylvania, 
Pennsylvania, USA). 1928-10-90; Gift of J. Stogdell Stokes, 1928
Description: The colorful drawings known today as fraktur (so called 
because of the "fractured" Gothic script employed) were created as 
blessings, rewards of merit, or personal records of confirmation, 
marriage, or baptism, as in this example. Like many fraktur artists, 
Francis Portzline taught school and had special skills in lettering 
and painting. In his work, the surrounding birds, butterflies, and 
flowers reinforce the celebratory nature of the religious ceremony. 
Such records were important for membership in the Lutheran or 
Reformed Churches; their texts also offered spiritual guidance for 
their owners. 

Catalog Level: item          
Class.: prints and drawings  

American art
Work Type:

fraktur (document) 
birth certificate 
baptismal certificate AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700009453 

SN: Documents, of Pennsylvania German origin and 
common in the 18th and 19th centuries, often family 
records such as birth certificates, distinctive by a particular 
style of calligraphy and illumination.



Issues re. Work Type, ClassificationWork type
• May change 

over time
• Include terms 

for original 
and current 
types

• E.g., was 
originally a set 
of homilies, 
second text is 
a prayer book

• Dates may be 
associated 
with Work 
Type

Catalog Level: item  Classification: manuscripts 
Work Types:  manuscript    palimpsest   prayer book   homilary
Title: MS 575. Codex Armenicus Rescriptus. Palimpsest. 
Current Location: Monastery of St. Catherine (Mt.Sinai, Egypt)
Creator: Unknown scribes, created at the Monastery of St. 
Catherine, Mt.Sinai, Egypt; Authors: Johannes Chrysostomus: 
Homilies on the Psalter ; Parakletikon: Melkite Liturgical Prayers, 
Including a Tract on the Mobilitas Demon 
Date of Creation: 6th century, 1st half of 10th century
Medium: palimpsest; ink on vellum. Binding: Barking, Essex, 1990, green cloth gilt folding case by Aquarius.
Dimensions: Text 1: 18 ff., 23x17 cm, 2 columns, (19x16 cm), 25 lines in Armenian uncial (Erkathgir): Text 2: ., single column, (18x13 cm), 
19-23 lines in Syriac estrangela book script, with 7 interlinear decorations.
Language: Text 1: (underlying text 6th century, Armenian; Text 2: (overlying text Syriac)
Provenance: 1. Monastery of St. Catherine, Mt. Sinai (6th – 19th c.); 2. Friedrich Grote, Germany (ca. 1900); 3. Walther Adam, Magdeburg 
and Goslar (1918/30-1964); 4. Carl Wilhelm Adam, Goslar (1964-1987); 5. F. Dörling, Hamburg 1.6.1987:29; 6. Sam Fogg, London.
Description: The Codex Armenicus Rescriptus is a parchment originating at the Monastery of St. Catherine at Mt. Sinai. The original text 
on the parchment was an Armenian version of the Homilies on the Psalter by John Chrisostomos. It was later overwritten with Melkite 
liturgical prayers in Syriac. The Armenian text dates from the 6th century, the golden age of the Armenian language. The Syriac text dates 
from the 10th century. Among the start examples of Armenian literature. Text 2 is the oldest evidence of the Melchite liturgy in Syriac. 
There are 20 MSS from Mt. Sinai in The Schøyen Collection. Besides the monastery's own famous library (4300 MSS), only The British 
Library (8 MSS) and The National Library of Russia, St. Petersburg, have comparable holdings. 
Sources: Context: 93 ff. from the same MS: Karl W. Hirsemann, Leipzig, cat. 500(1922):42, now in Den Haag, the Meerman-Westreenen
Museum. The pres
Assfalg: Syrische Handschriften, pp. 211-13, No. 109-110, S 11 & 13.
Exhibited: Conference of European National Librarians, Oslo. Sept. 1994

Catalog Level: item          
Classification: manuscripts  

Work Type:
manuscript   
palimpsest 
prayer book   Date: 8th century
homiliary  Date: 6th century

palimpsests  SN:  Written materials, usually 
parchment, that have been written upon more 
than once; the previous text may have been 
imperfectly erased, thus remaining partly 
legible.

AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
CONA ID 700008558 



Issues re. Work Type, Classification
Title: Peruvian Portrait Cartes-de-Visite
Creator Display: Eugenio Courret and Courret Hermanos 
Location: Getty Research Library, Special Collections (Los 
Angeles, California, USA)
*Role [link]: photographer      [link]: Courret, Eugenio
*Role [link]: studio    [link]: Courret Hermanos
 *Creation Date: ca. 1870-ca. 1880     [controlled]: 
Start: 1865  End: 1885
 *Subject [link to authorities] portraits  travel   Peru (South America)  

veiled women    matador   Native Andean   soldier  camp follower  mother and child    
 *Current Location [link to authority]: Getty Research Institute, Research Library, Special Collections (Los Angeles, California)  ID: 91-F46  
 *Material / Technique: cartes-de-visite(photographs)  
[link]: cartes-de-visite
 *Measurements: 11 items, 9 x 8 cm each   (3 1/2 x 3 1/8 inches)    
[controlled]: Extent: each  Value: 9 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 8 Unit: cm Type: width  |  Extent: items  Value: 11  Type: count
 Inscriptions: versos read: E. Courret, Fotográfo, 197 Calle de la Union (Mercaderes), 71 Calle del Palacio, Lima, República Peruana, Exposición 1869 Medalla de Honor, Exposición 1872 Medalla de Oro (9 items); Courret Hermanos, [same address], with monogram; .E. Courret, 
Fotógrafo, Lima, República Peruana, Exposición.
 Description: Studio portraits in cartes-de-visiteformat. 3 tapadas (veiled women); a matador; 9 images of indigenous Andeans, including a soldier and his rabona (camp follower), and a mother and child
 Related Work:
Relationship Type [controlled]: part of
[link to Related Work Record]: Getty Research Library, Special Collections (Los Angeles, California, USA); Collection: Cities and sites cartes-de-visite collection; 1854-ca. 1905. ID: ZCDV 2.

Work Type
• Provide access 

for items in the 
larger group

• If cataloging only 
the group, items 
must be 
accessible too

• Also for multiple-
part items and 
folios or prints in 
volumes

Catalog Level: collection   
Classification: photographs

Work Type:
original photographs
cartes-de-visite
studio portraits
topographical views

AAT

CONA ID: 700000185 



Issues re. Work Type, Classification
Catalog level: group Class.: architectural drawings
Work Types: preliminary drawings ..
Title: Group: Drawings for Falling Water (Kaufman House), Bear 
Run, Pennsylvania  Creator: Frank Lloyd Wright
Current Location: Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio 
[link]: Wright, Frank Lloyd  Role: architect
Creation Date: 1936-1937
Descriptive Note: Wright designed the house for Pittsburgh 
department store owner Edgar J. Kaufmann, whose son, Edgar 
Jr., was a Taliesin fellow ... 

 Should Work Type terms 
reflect all items in the group? 
Or just the most important?
Or use broad terms, because 

you plan to use specific terms 
in records for each item?

Exhaustivity

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Catalog Level: group
Classification architectural drawings
Work Types:

preliminary drawings
presentation drawings
working drawings
sections
elevations
plans
measured drawings
technical drawings
sketches
preparatory drawings
contract drawings
correspondence
financial records

AAT

Exhaustivity refers to the degree of 
depth and breadth that the cataloger 
uses, often expressed by using a 
larger number of indexing terms or a 
more detailed description. However, 
is it useful to index every possible 
applicable term? If not, where do you 
draw the limit? Index the most 
important or most prevalent 
characteristics. 



Issues re. Work Type, Classification

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Specificity refers to the degree of 
precision or granularity used (e.g., 
campanile rather tower). However, 
catalogers should use terms only as 
specific as warranted by authoritative 
sources.

Classification: paintings
Title: Tale of the Fox
Creator: Unidentified artist    Date: dated 1669 (Kanbun 9) 
Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art Accession Number: 2020.396.19 
Credit Line: Mary and Cheney Cowles Collection, Gift of Mary and Cheney 
Cowles, 2020
Period: Edo period (1615–1868)
Date: dated 1669 (Kanbun 9)
Culture: Japan
Dimensions: Image: 8 1/8 in. × 26 ft. 7 5/16 in. (20.6 × 811 cm)
Overall with mounting: 8 1/8 in. × 28 ft. 2 9/16 in. (20.6 × 860 cm)
Overall with knobs: 8 3/4 in. × 28 ft. 2 9/16 in. (22.2 × 860 cm)
Medium: Handscroll: ink and color on paper 
Inscription: Colophon: Kono hitomaki wa Asukai shoryū Soi shinseki ezōshi
kotobagaki shosha seshime owannu, Kanbun ku nen fumizuki chūjun此一巻者飛
鳥井庶流曽衣真蹟繪草紙詞書令書写畢・寛文九年文月中旬 (This single 
handscroll, [is based on] a genuine original example by Soi, from a branch of the 
Asuakai family [of courtiers]. By official request, both the illustrations and the texts 
were copied, in the middle of the seventh month of Kanbun 9 [1669]) 
Provenance: Auction of Japanese Antiques Kogire-kai Co., Ltd. , Kyoto, January 
20, 2017; to Cowles; Mary and Cheney Cowles American, Seattle, WA, 2017–20; 
donated to MMA

Specificity
 Cater your approach to the 

knowledge of the cataloger or 
to the available authoritative 
information

 Do not guess
 Use only authoritative sources and research
 Broad and accurate is better than specific but incorrect
 e.g., using only the more general “handscroll” would be 

better than incorrectly labeling the work “emakimono”
SN: Japanese handscrolls, containing text, artwork, or both, and 
displayed horizontally.

emakimono



• Using standard controlled vocabulary makes your data 
more sharable and retrievable, more enduring

• Getty Vocabularies and others may be co-referenced, 
not only one vocabulary suits all need

• Missing a term? Contribute to Getty Vocabularies where 
term is (within scope; grow through contributions)

• Not all terms or names will be within scope of Getty 
Vocabularies (e.g., local patrons or donors); plan for 
local or other vocabularies where necessary

Indexing Using Vocabularies

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



CONA ID 700001228

Linking to Vocabularies
• Link to local vocabulary, mapped to AAT, TGN, ULAN, CONA, IA
• Or better, link directly to Getty Vocab in collections 

management system or in LOD cloud
Catalog Level  item
Classification prints
Work Type etching (print)
Titles Au premier citoyen

First Citizen of France: King Louis XVI or 
Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, Comte de 
Provence

Creator Le Coeur, Louis (printmaker); 
Bertaux, Jacques (delineator)
Creation Date published 1789
General Subject portraits | didactic and…
Specific | Louis XVI, King of France 
| bust (figure)
Current Location Getty Research Institute, 
Special Collections (Los Angeles, California) 

Repository Number: 2713-692
Location Paris (France) 

Type: creation 
Dimensions sheet 21.5 x 16.5 cm
Mat & Tech: 1 print: etching, tool work, b&w

AAT

ULAN

ULAN

AAT

AAT

AAT 300041365

TGN

Access power of multiple terms and  rich data



CONA ID 700001228

Linking to Vocabularies
• Link to local vocabulary, mapped to AAT, TGN, ULAN, CONA, IA
• Or better, link directly to Getty Vocab in collections 

management system or in LOD cloud
Catalog Level  item
Classification prints
Work Type etching (print)
Titles Au premier citoyen

First Citizen of France: King Louis XVI or 
Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, Comte de 
Provence

Creator Le Coeur, Louis (printmaker); 
Bertaux, Jacques (delineator)
Creation Date published 1789
General Subject portraits | didactic and…
Specific | Louis XVI, King of France 
| bust (figure)
Current Location Getty Research Institute, 
Special Collections (Los Angeles, California) 

Repository Number: 2713-692
Location Paris (France) 

Type: creation 
Dimensions sheet 21.5 x 16.5 cm
Mat & Tech: 1 print: etching, tool work, b&w

AAT

ULAN

ULAN

AAT

AAT

AAT 300041365

TGN

Access power of multiple terms and  rich data



CONA ID 700001228

Catalog Level  item
Classification prints
Work Type etching (print)
Titles Au premier citoyen

First Citizen of France: King Louis XVI or 
Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, Comte de 
Provence

Creator Le Coeur, Louis (printmaker); 
Bertaux, Jacques (delineator)
Creation Date published 1789
General Subject portraits | didactic and…
Specific | Louis XVI, King of France 
| bust (figure)
Current Location Getty Research Institute, 
Special Collections (Los Angeles, California) 

Repository Number: 2713-692
Location Paris (France) 

Type: creation 
Dimensions sheet 21.5 x 16.5 cm
Mat & Tech: 1 print: etching, tool work, b&w

AAT

ULAN

ULAN

AAT

AAT

ULAN 500018955

TGN

Linking to Vocabularies
Access power of multiple terms and  rich data



CONA ID 700001228

• Local or professional standards may require linking 
to other vocabularies

• Coreferences in Getty Vocabularies
Catalog Level  item
Classification prints
Work Type etching (print)
Titles Au premier citoyen

First Citizen of France: King Louis XVI or 
Louis-Stanislas-Xavier, Comte de 
Provence

Creator Le Coeur, Louis (printmaker); 
Bertaux, Jacques (delineator)
Creation Date published 1789
General Subject portraits | didactic and…
Specific | Louis XVI, King of France 
| bust (figure)
Current Location Getty Research Institute, 
Special Collections (Los Angeles, California) 

Repository Number: 2713-692
Location Paris (France) 

Type: creation 
Dimensions sheet 21.5 x 16.5 cm
Mat & Tech: 1 print: etching, tool work, b&w

AAT

ULAN

ULAN

AAT

AAT

ULAN 500018955

TGN

LOC

Linking to Vocabularies
Access power of multiple terms and  rich data
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Titles:     [Young boy seated on a chair], 1890
Author/Creator:     Calamita, Pierre
Creation Date:     1890
Location: Getty Research Institute Special Collections
Descriptive Note: Physical Desc.:  Mount Size/Style: 
Mounted 105 mm. x 63 mm. Positive Process: Albumen 
Negative Process: Glass.   Photographers’ credit on verso, 
stating he is the successor to O. Schoefft. 
Signature/Stamp: Printed photographer's logo on verso.
Work  type: cartes-de-visite
General Subjects: portrait

Keywords: Portrait, studio
Format:
Still image
Coverage:
Cairo (Egypt)
ID/Acc. No.:
2008.R.3 Jacobson number: 2574
Is Part Of:
Ken and Jenny Jacobson Orientalist Photography 

Collection
See Also:
Collection description
Use Restrictions:
Digital images and files saved from this website should 

be suitable for most purposes.
Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/2008r3_2574

1. Searching by expected term

cartes de visite
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Titles:     [Young boy seated on a chair], 1890
Author/Creator:     Calamita, Pierre
Creation Date:     1890
Descriptive Note: Physical Desc.:  Mount Size/Style: 
Mounted 105 mm. x 63 mm. Positive Process: Albumen 
Negative Process: Glass.   Photographers’ credit on verso, 
stating he is the successor to O. Schoefft. 
Signature/Stamp: Printed photographer's logo on verso.
Work  type: cartes-de-visite
General Subjects: portrait

Keywords: Portrait, studio
Format:
Still image
Coverage:
Cairo (Egypt)
ID/Acc. No.:
2008.R.3 Jacobson number: 2574
Is Part Of:
Ken and Jenny Jacobson Orientalist Photography 

Collection
See Also:
Collection description
Use Restrictions:
Digital images and files saved from this website should 

be suitable for most purposes.
Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/2008r3_2574

SN: Small-format photographs affixed to card stock, popular in 
the mid-19th century. They went out of fashion in the 1870s. 
The photographs were typically portraits and the image was a 
standard size of 3 1/4 x 2 1/4 inches; they were generally 
produced by a multiple-lens camera that created several 
images on a single full-sized negative plate. Full-size prints from 
the plate were cut into sections measuring 4 x 2 1/2 inches, 
and the pieces were often mounted on cards, which initially 
served as visitors' card

cartes-de-visite (card photographs)

Results1. Searching by expected term

cartes de visite
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Titles:     [Young boy seated on a chair], 1890
Author/Creator:     Calamita, Pierre
Creation Date:     1890
Descriptive Note: Physical Desc.:  Mount Size/Style: 
Mounted 105 mm. x 63 mm. Positive Process: Albumen 
Negative Process: Glass.   Photographers’ credit on verso, 
stating he is the successor to O. Schoefft. 
Signature/Stamp: Printed photographer's logo on verso.
Work  type: cartes-de-visite
General Subjects: portrait

Keywords: Portrait, studio
Format:
Still image
Coverage:
Cairo (Egypt)
ID/Acc. No.:
2008.R.3 Jacobson number: 2574
Is Part Of:
Ken and Jenny Jacobson Orientalist Photography 

Collection
See Also:
Collection description
Use Restrictions:
Digital images and files saved from this website should 

be suitable for most purposes.
Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/2008r3_2574

SN: Small-format photographs affixed to card stock, popular in 
the mid-19th century. They went out of fashion in the 1870s. 
The photographs were typically portraits and the image was a 
standard size of 3 1/4 x 2 1/4 inches; they were generally 
produced by a multiple-lens camera that created several 
images on a single full-sized negative plate. Full-size prints from 
the plate were cut into sections measuring 4 x 2 1/2 inches, 
and the pieces were often mounted on cards, which initially 
served as visitors' card

cartes-de-visite (card photographs)

Results
1.  boudouir (photograph size)
2.  boudoir photographs
3.  cabinet photographs 
4.  cartes-des-visites (card photographs)
5.  victoria cards (photographs)

2. Searching by Scope Note

photographs AND 3 1/4
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Objects Facet
...Visual Works Hierarchy
.....<visual works by medium or technique>
.......photographs
.........<photographs by form>
...............negatives
...............positives
..............<transparencies: photographic>
..............<photographs by form: color>
..............<photographs by form: format>
..................card photographs
......................boudoir midget mounts
......................cabinet photographs
......................cartes-de-visite (card photographs)
..........................cameo prints
......................gem photographs
......................lantern slides
.....................slides (photographs)

Titles:     [Young boy seated on a chair], 1890
Author/Creator:     Calamita, Pierre
Creation Date:     1890
Descriptive Note: Physical Desc.:  Mount Size/Style: 
Mounted 105 mm. x 63 mm. Positive Process: Albumen 
Negative Process: Glass.   Photographers’ credit on verso, 
stating he is the successor to O. Schoefft. 
Signature/Stamp: Printed photographer's logo on verso.
Work  type: cartes-de-visite
General Subjects: portrait

Keywords: Portrait, studio
Format:
Still image
Coverage:
Cairo (Egypt)
ID/Acc. No.:
2008.R.3 Jacobson number: 2574
Is Part Of:
Ken and Jenny Jacobson Orientalist Photography 

Collection
See Also:
Collection description
Use Restrictions:
Digital images and files saved from this website should 

be suitable for most purposes.
Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/2008r3_2574

card photographs

CONA ID: 700008890

3. Browsing by Hierarchy



Titles:     [Young boy seated on a chair], 1890
Author/Creator:     Calamita, Pierre
Creation Date:     1890
Descriptive Note: Physical Desc.:  Mount Size/Style: 
Mounted 105 mm. x 63 mm. Positive Process: Albumen 
Negative Process: Glass.   Photographers’ credit on verso, 
stating he is the successor to O. Schoefft. 
Signature/Stamp: Printed photographer's logo on verso.
Work  type: cartes-de-visite
General Subjects: portrait

Keywords: Portrait, studio
Format:
Still image
Coverage:
Cairo (Egypt)
ID/Acc. No.:
2008.R.3 Jacobson number: 2574
Is Part Of:
Ken and Jenny Jacobson Orientalist Photography 

Collection
See Also:
Collection description
Use Restrictions:
Digital images and files saved from this website should 

be suitable for most purposes.
Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/2008r3_2574

Objects Facet
...Visual Works Hierarchy
.....<visual works by medium or technique>
.......photographs
.........<photographs by form>
...............negatives
...............positives
..............<transparencies: photographic>
..............<photographs by form: color>
..............<photographs by form: format>
..................card photographs
......................boudoir midget mounts
......................cabinet photographs
......................cartes-de-visite (card photographs)
..........................cameo prints
......................gem photographs
......................lantern slides
.....................slides (photographs)

Work type: carte-de-visite

 Sub-facets (called “hierarchies”) establish 
the context of the term

 Guide terms in angled brackets

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Navigating the online hierarchy display
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Titles:     [Young boy seated on a chair], 1890
Author/Creator:     Calamita, Pierre
Creation Date:     1890
Descriptive Note: Physical Desc.:  Mount Size/Style: 
Mounted 105 mm. x 63 mm. Positive Process: Albumen 
Negative Process: Glass.   Photographers’ credit on verso, 
stating he is the successor to O. Schoefft. 
Signature/Stamp: Printed photographer's logo on verso.
Work  type: cartes-de-visite
General Subjects: portrait

Keywords: Portrait, studio
Format:
Still image
Coverage:
Cairo (Egypt)
ID/Acc. No.:
2008.R.3 Jacobson number: 2574
Is Part Of:
Ken and Jenny Jacobson Orientalist Photography 

Collection
See Also:
Collection description
Use Restrictions:
Digital images and files saved from this website should 

be suitable for most purposes.
Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/10020/2008r3_2574

Work type: carte-de-visite

1000299275

AAT 300127141

1000127141

1000271610
1000271607

1000271609

1000271613

1000606079

1000606080

1000438273

 Ideally, choose the term within the record that best indexes the 
object at hand, e.g., singular for a single item

 Some systems or local cataloging rules do not allow linking at the 
term level

Choosing record (“subject ID”) or term

Navigating the online full record display



Record Type: volume  Class: manuscript  Work Type: codex
Title: Códice Tudela  Title: Codex Tudela
Culture: Aztec  Creation Date: ca. 1553
Current Location: Museo de América in Madrid (Madrid, 
Spain); N  Inv.: 70.400; España Siglo XVI
Relationship Type: part of
Related Work: Códice Tudela
Relationship Numbers: 98 verso and 99 recto
Measurements: 21 x 15,5 cm; 125 leaves
Creator: illuminations: unknown Tenochtitlán; text in Catalan by a Franciscan friar
Culture: Tenochtitlán
Current Location: Museo de América in Madrid (Madrid, Spain); N  Inv.: 70.400; España Siglo XVI
Subject: religion & mythology
Aztec calendar
lords of the night
day signs
birds of the day
genre scenes
Descriptive: consta de 125 páginas con pinturas realizadas por un tlacuilo indígena y textos escritos en 
castellano por un misionero.. Folios 98 verso and 99 recto, showing aspects of the Aztec calendar: the birds of 
the day, the lords of the night, and the day signs. The Codex Tudela, named after José Tudela de la Orden, is 
a 16th century pictorial Aztec codex. It is based on the same prototype as the Codex Magliabechiano, the 
Codex Ixtlilxochitl, and other documents of the Magliabechiano Group. Little is known about the codex's 
history. The Spanish government bought the manuscript when it was rediscovered in 1940, and it is now held 
by the Museo de América in Madrid. Aztec manuscript circa 1553. Many aspects of Aztec life, customs, and 
rituals are represented. Es un códice realizado en la Escuela de Pintura fundada por los franciscanos en 
México, Tenochtitlán, De tipo ritual-calendárico y etnográfico constituye una importante fuente para el estudio 
de la religión en relación con los dioses venerados, forma de representarlos, fiestas dadas en su honor, la 

división del calendario ritual así como de elementos relativos a la vida cotidiana en el 
México prehispánico.Aztec (culture or style)

Aztec III [a period]

 Choose a term based on context
 Do you want to link to 

Aztec the culture?
 Or to an Aztec period?

CONA ID: 700008515 

Choosing record among homographs

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
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 If you need a 
term not in the 
Getty 
Vocabularies, 
contribute –
if within scope 
for AAT, TGN, 
ULAN, CONA, IA

Contribute via online form, spreadsheets, XML 

Cannot find the term you need?



Your data may be compliant with or link to 
multiple standards

• We are training on CDWA and CCO standards
• Other standards exist for bibliographic cataloging and 

archival description
• There may be local rules or standards
• Store your data in a way that can be exported in various 

formats or according to various standards
• How do you need to share and display the data?

Issues re. Multiple Standards

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



Catalog Level:  item
Classification:  photographs
Work Type: platinum print
Creators: Laura Gilpin (American photographer, 1891-1979)

Index: Gilpin, Laura  ULAN 500021305  Role: photographer
Title: The Prelude
Date: 1917  Type: creation
General Subject: history and legend | text
Current Location: Princeton University Art Museum

(Princeton, New Jersey, USA)
Repository Number: x1983-1493

Credit Line: The Clarence H. White Collection, assembled and 
organized by Professor Clarence H. White Jr., and given in 
memory of Lewis F. White, Dr. Maynard P. White Sr., and 
Clarence H. White Jr., the sons of Clarence H. White Sr. and 
Jane Felix White

Dimensions: image: 15.2 × 19.8 cm (6 × 7 13/16 in.) 
mount: 28.2 × 24.4 cm (11 1/8 × 9 5/8 in.)
Mat & Tech: platinum print

MARC record:
CDWA record:

CDWA is a content standard, can be used in various DBs
MARC is a technical standard with applied rules for content

Same photograph expressed 
in two standards



Catalog Level:  item
Classification:  photographs
Work Type: platinum print
Creators: Laura Gilpin (American photographer, 1891-1979)

Index: Gilpin, Laura  ULAN 500021305  Role: photographer
Title: The Prelude
Date: 1917  Type: creation
General Subject: history and legend | text
Current Location: Princeton University Art Museum

(Princeton, New Jersey, USA)
Repository Number: x1983-1493

Credit Line: The Clarence H. White Collection, assembled and 
organized by Professor Clarence H. White Jr., and given in 
memory of Lewis F. White, Dr. Maynard P. White Sr., and 
Clarence H. White Jr., the sons of Clarence H. White Sr. and 
Jane Felix White

Dimensions: image: 15.2 × 19.8 cm (6 × 7 13/16 in.) 
mount: 28.2 × 24.4 cm (11 1/8 × 9 5/8 in.)
Mat & Tech: platinum print

CDWA is a content standard, can be used in various DBs
MARC is a technical standard with applied rules for content

Same photograph expressed 
in two standards

MARC record:CDWA record:



http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/intrometadata/crosswalks.html

• CDWA and CCO 
are mapped to 
13 other 
standards

• You should be 
able to express 
your data in 
multiple 
formats and 
multiple 
standards

Metadata Standards Crosswalk

http://www.getty.edu/research/publications/electronic_publications/intrometadata/crosswalks.html


Issues re. Titles

Catalog Level: item   Class.: paintings  Work Type: painting
Title: Three Peonies  Creator: Yün Shou-p'ing (1633-1690) 
Location: National Palace Museum (Taipei, Taiwan)
Style/Period: Ch'ing dynasty Mat & Tech: album leaf, ink and colors on 
paper
Dimensions: 28.5 x 43.0 cm
Descriptive Note: Three peonies are distinguished by their colors and 
positions. The peony is considered the king of flowers in China, 
symbolizing wealth and prosperity. 
General Subject: botanical   

Specific: Paeonia (genus) | wealth  | prosperity
Broader context:  Album of Flowers and Landscapes

Title: Peonies   Language: English  
Title:   牡丹 Language: Chinese  Title:  Tres Peonias Language: Spanish 
Title:  Trois Pivoines Language: French 
Title:  Drei Pfingstrosen Language: German
Title:  세모란 Language: Korean
Title:  3 つの牡丹 Language: Japanese
Title:     ثلاث زھور الفاوانیاLanguage: Arabic
Title:   Leaf two, Album of Flowers and Landscapes Language: English

Titles:
Three Peonies  Language: English
Peonies   Language: English  
Leaf two, Album of Flowers and Landscapes   Lang: Eng
牡丹 Language: Chinese  
Tres Peonias Language: Spanish 
Trois Pivoines Language: French 
Drei Pfingstrosen Language: German
세모란 Language: Korean
3 つの牡丹 Language: Japanese
ثلاث زھور الفاوانیا Language: Arabic

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700008561 

Titles: Titles, identifying phrases, or names given to a work of art, architecture, 
or other work of material culture

• May include 
languages, 
preferences, 
dates, other 
flags for title



• Preferred title is 
ideally one of 
these types: 
repository title, 
artist title, 
inscribed title

• May be 
translated in 
the language of 
the catalog 
record

Record Type: volume Class: prints and drawings
work type: artist book      lithographs
Title:  Poèmes de Charles d'Orléans
Current Location: National Gallery of Art 
(Washington DC)
Creator:  printmaker: Henri Matisse (French, 1869 -
1954); author: Charles, duc d' Orléans (French, 1391 - 1465); publisher: Mourlot Freres 
(Paris, France)
Title: Poems of Charles of Orléans

Title Flag: translated
Creation Date: created 1941-1943; published 1950
Materials: unbound volume with 54 color lithographs and 40 poems on wove paper
Measurements: folio: 41.3 x 27.3 cm (16 1/4 x 10 3/4 in.)
Repository ID: 1993.47.1 Credit: Gift of Leonard B. Schlosser
Descriptive Note: Volume comprises original color lithographs, with lithographed text by 
the artist printed in black within colored lithographic borders. One of 1200 copies from the 
limited edition of 1230, signed in pencil by the artist in the justification. Printed by Mourlot
Frères. From 1941 to 1944, Matisse dedicated conspicuous time and energy to book 
illustration. In late 1942 he selected the Poèmes de Charles d'Orléans for illustration and 
most of the work was completed during 1943 including the text of the poems in Matisse's 
own hand. … 
CONA ID: 700009457

Record Type: volume
Class: prints and drawings
Work Type: artist book      lithographs

Title:
Poèmes de Charles d'Orléans

Lang. French Title Flag: inscribed
Poems of Charles of Orléans

Lang. English Title Flag: translated

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
CONA ID: 700009457 

Issues re. Titles• May include 
languages, 
preferences, 
dates, other 
flags for title



Cat Level: item  Class: prints and photographs 
Work Type: gelatin silver print
Title: Chez Mondrian   
Creator: André Kertész
Location: J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles  ID: 86.XM.706.10

(American, 1894-1985)
Role: photographer
*Creation Date*: 1926
*Title: Chez Mondrian
Title: Interior View of a Room and an Open Door  Title Flag: 
descriptive
*Subject: interior view, staircase, door, light, flower, vase
*Dimensions: image: 10.9 x 7.9 cm (4 5/16 x 3 1/8 inches) 
*Mat & Tech: and Techniques: gelatin silver print
Description: Characteristic of his work as “Naturalist-Surrealist,” it 
combines prosaic observations of life combined with surrealistic 
perspective. CONA ID 700000071 

Issues re. Titles
• Include artist title, 

inscribed title, and 
repository title 

• If the preferred title 
is not descriptive, a 
descriptive title 
should be created 

Title:
Chez Mondrian

Title Flag: repository 
Interior View of a Room and Open Door

Title Flag: descriptive

Title Flags:
Not Applicable
Descriptive title 
Repository title
Artist's title 
Inscribed title
Former title 
Original title
Translated title 
Constructed title
Uniform title 
Title statement
Title proper
Manuscript designation
Series title 
Collection title 
Group title
Sub-Group title 
Collective title 
Popular title 
Misspelling

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700000071 

* Accessibility: image description or alternative text 
conveys the same or equivalent information that a 
sighted reader would get when they look at a picture; 
uses concise language and does not describe visual 
elements that are not important; more robust than title
(multicultural, unbiased, inclusive, accessible)



Classification  manuscripts
Work Type sacramentary
Title Sacramentary of Charles le Chauve
Creator school of the Palais de Charles le Chauve
Current Location Bibliotheque Nationale de France (Paris, France) 
Number: Latin 1141; Identifiant : ark:/12148/btv1b53019391x 
Creation Date 869-870
more Titles: Le Sacramentaire de Charles le Chauve
Sacramentary of Metz
Ms. Latinus 1141   Title Flag:  manuscript designation
General Subject religion and mythology  Specific Mass
Dimensions 270 x 210 mm (just. 180 x 120 mm)
Mat & Tech: ink, pigment, and gilding on parchment Style: Carolingian
Descriptive Note: École du palais de Charles le Chauve. - Minuscule caroline ; grandes initiales peintes et dorées (1, 4, 6v). Incipits en capitales 
alternativement dorées, vertes et rouges, avec lettres enclavées (1r-v, 2, 3v, 4 et 6v) ; bandes pourprées passim ; onciale (4v, 6 et 7) et 
minuscule d'or. - . Six peintures en pleine page: f. 2v, couronnement d'un prince (peut-être Charles le Chauve ? Voir R. McKitterick, 1990, p. 333 
n. 49 et p. 336) ; f. 3, portrait de Grégoire le Grand (voir le sacramentaire de Marmoutier, vers 850: Autun, B.M., 19b) ; f. 5, Christ en majesté ; f. 
5v, cour céleste ; f. 6, Christ dans une mandorle ; f. 6v, page-tapis « Te igitur », Christ en croix, avec entrelacs et rinceaux d'or. Mis à part les ff. 1-
2r, tous les autres ff. présentent un encadrement peint contenant le texte et les images. - Parch. - III +17 + I ff.à longues lignes (ff. 10v-17 blancs). 
- 270 x 210 mm (just. 180 x 120 mm). - Reliure de maroquin rouge aux armes et chiffre de Colbert. - Estampille de la Bibliothèque royale (Ancien 
Régime, avant 1735), modèle identique à Josserand-Bruno, p. 268, type B n° 5; Ce manuscrit est inachevé, il ne comprend qu'un cahier 
contenant la préface commune et les Canons. f. 1-2r. « In nomine Domini incipit liber sacramentorum de circulo anni, a sancto Gregorio papa 
romano editus.... excelsa voce ». f. 3v. Préface commune (incomplet de la fin). ff. 6v-7v. Canon « te igitur ... ». ff. 7v-8r. « Communicantes ... 
». f. 8r-9r. « Quam oblationem ... » ; f. 9r « Supplices te rogamus ... » ; « Nobis quoque ...».ff. 9v-10. Pater noster ; f. 10. « Libera nos ... filium
tuum » 
CONA ID 700008562

for Volumes:
• Shelf numbers or 

other identifying 
codes may be 
recorded as titles 
when used as a title 
in publications

• Accession numbers, 
etc. are recorded 
separately with the 
repository 
information

Title:
Sacramentary of Charles le Chauve
Le Sacramentaire de Charles le Chauve
Sacramentary of Metz
Ms. Latinus 1141   Title Flag:  manuscript designation

Issues re. Titles

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008562 



Issues re. Titles

Classification  manuscripts  Work Type folio (leaf)
Title: All Saints
Arenberg Hours Title Flag: volume
Current Location J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, 
California)  Number: Ms. Ludwig IX 8, fol. 179
Creator Willem Vrelant (Flemish, died 1481, active 1454-1481)
Creation Date early 1460s
General Subject religion and mythology 
Specific saints
Location: Bruges   Type: creation
Dimensions Leaf: 25.6 x 17.3 cm (10 1/16 x 6 13/16 in.) 
Mat & Tech: Tempera colors, gold leaf, and ink on parchment
Style: Carolingian CONA ID 700006365 

• Titles for an item 
may include a group 
title for the larger 
context, in 
accordance with 
bibliographic 
cataloging 
traditions

• Flag such titles as 
applying to broader 
the group or 
volume by using 
Title Flag

Folio within a volume

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Title:
All Saints
Arenberg Hours Title Flag: volume

CONA ID 700006365 



Classification  prints and drawings  Work Type poster | lithograph
Title: Chat Title Flag: repository
Creator Théophile-Alexandre Steinlen (Swiss, 1859-1923)Current 
Location Santa Barbara Museum of Art (Santa Barbara, California): 

ID:1991.17

Poster of a Black Cat, for the Reopening of the Chat Noir Cabaret   
Title Flag: descriptive

Creation Date 1896
General Subject advertising/commercial  | animals
Specific domestic cat | Chat Noir (cabaret) |  Rodolphe Salis (French performer, 1851-
1897) | shadow theater
Dimensions 61.6 x 39.62 cm   (24 1/4 x 15 5/8 inches)
Mat & Tech: lithograph  | ink | paper | lithograph
Inscription: along right side and bottom: Prochainement / la très illustre Compagnie du / 
Chat / Noir / avec / ses Pièces d'Ombres / Célèbres, ses Poëtes / ses Compositeurs / Avec 
/ Rodolphe Salis
CONA ID 700089767

Constructed title 
or an inscribed 
title?
• An inscription is 

not necessarily 
a title

• Ideally, record 
long 
inscriptions in 
the Inscription 
field

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700089767

Title: 
Chat Noir      Title Flag: repository
Poster of a Black Cat, for the Reopening of the Chat 

Noir Cabaret     Title Flag: descriptive

Inscription: along right side and 
bottom: Prochainement / la très illustre Compagnie 
du / Chat / Noir / avec / ses Pièces d'Ombres / 
Célèbres, ses Poëtes / ses Compositeurs / Avec / 
Rodolphe Salis

Issues re. Titles



Constructed title 
or an inscribed 
title?
• Ideally, use part 

of the 
inscription as a 
title, if 
appropriate

• Record the full 
citation – e.g., 
dedication – in 
Inscriptions

Record Type item  Class [controlled]: prints and drawings  American art   *Work Type [link]: 
etching  
Title: Le Menuet de la Mariée Title Flag: inscribed
Title: Minuet of the Bride        Title Flag: translated
Creator Display: Philibert-Louis Debucourt (French, 1755-1832)
Current Location [link]: National Gallery of Art (Washington, DC, USA)   
ID: 1942.9.2261
 *Measurements: plate mark: 30.1 x 22.7 cm (11 7/8 x 8 15/16 inches)  sheet: 38.2 x 27.cm (15 
1/16 x 10 5/8 inches)  
[controlled]: Extent: plate mark Value: 30.1 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 22.7  Unit: cm  

Type: width  || Extent: image  Value: 38.2  Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 27  Unit: cm  
Type:width
 *Materials and Techniques: etching and engraving printed in yellow, red, blue, pink, and black inks 
from five plates
Material [links]:  paper  
Technique [links]:  etching   engraving   color printing   
 Inscriptions: lower center: Menuet de la Mariée
Philibert-Louis Debucourt
French, 1755 - 1832
Le Menuet de la mariée (The Bride's Minuet), 1786
etching and wash manner printed in yellow, red, blue, pink, and black inks
Overall (outer framing line): 30.7 x 23.4 cm (12 1/16 x 9 3/16 in.) sheet (trimmed within the 
platemark): 38.3 x 27 cm (15 1/16 x 10 5/8 in.)
Rosenwald Collection
1958.8.87 
CONA 700000085

Title:
Le Menuet de la Mariée

Lang:   French Title Flag: inscribed
Minuet of the Bride  

Lang:  English Title Flag: translated

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA 700000085

Issues re. Titles



Catalog Level: item  Classification: prints and drawings   Work 
Type: screen print
Title: Brushstroke   Creator: Roy Lichtenstein 
Location: National Gallery of Art (Washington, DC); Gift of Roy and Dorothy 
Lichtenstein; 1996.56.139 
Creation Date: 1965
Dimensions:
sheet: 58.4 x 73.6 cm (23 x 29 inches) 
image: 56.4 x 72.4 cm (22 3/16 x 28 1/2 inches) 
framed: 76.7 x 92.2 x 4.4 cm (30 3/16 x 36 5/16 x 1 3/4 inches)
Extent: sheet 
Value: 58.4  Unit: cm   Type: height
Value: 73.6  Unit: cm   Type: width

Extent: image 
Value: 56.4  Unit: cm   Type: height
Value: 72.4  Unit: cm   Type: width

Extent: framed 
Value: 76.7  Unit: cm   Type: height
Value: 92.2  Unit: cm   Type: width
Value: 4.4    Unit: cm   Type: depth 

Mat & Tech: color screen print on heavy, white wove paper
Inscriptions: lower right in graphite: rf Lichtenstein H.C. G 
Leo Castelli Gallery
Chiron Press

CONA ID 700008563(American, 1923 – 1997)

• Avoid using the 
term “untitled” 
as a Title unless it 
is so-named by 
the artist or by 
the 
owner/repository

• Instead, construct 
a descriptive title

• (In the example, 
the repository 
title is the artist 
title, and is also 
descriptive)

Title: Brushstroke    Title Flag: repository 

“untitled”?

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008563 

Issues re. Titles



• For Titles and any 
other text field, 
index important 
information that 
you wish to use 
for retrieval

• Use the 
appropriate fields

• For titles, index 
work types, 
materials, subject 
matter, named 
people, places or 
things that 
appear in the title

Indexing Using Vocabularies: Titles

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Classification  prints and drawings  Work Type poster | lithograph
Title: Chat Title Flag: repository
Creator Théophile-Alexandre Steinlen (Swiss, 1859-1923)Current 
Location Santa Barbara Museum of Art (Santa Barbara, California): 

ID:1991.17

Poster of a Black Cat, for the Reopening of the Chat Noir Cabaret   
Title Flag: descriptive

Creation Date 1896
General Subject advertising/commercial  | animals
Specific domestic cat | Chat Noir (cabaret) |  Rodolphe Salis (French performer, 1851-
1897) | shadow theater
Dimensions 61.6 x 39.62 cm   (24 1/4 x 15 5/8 inches)
Mat & Tech: lithograph  | ink | paper | lithograph
Inscription: along right side and bottom: Prochainement / la très illustre Compagnie du / 
Chat / Noir / avec / ses Pièces d'Ombres / Célèbres, ses Poëtes / ses Compositeurs / Avec 
/ Rodolphe Salis
CONA ID 700089767

Title: 
Chat Noir      Title Flag: repository
Poster of a Black Cat, for the Reopening of the 

Chat Noir Cabaret     Title Flag: descriptive



“Display” format information is separate from indexing  

Display Materials: gouache and gold leaf on parchment   AAT:  gouache  300070114
Display Date: finished ca. 1810  Start: 1805   End: 1815

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

• Information for display is should be in a format and with syntax that is 
easily read and understood by users

• Such free-texts or concatenated displays may contain all the nuances of language 
necessary to relay the uncertainty and ambiguity that are common in art information

• In addition, CDWA advises that certain key elements of information must be formatted 
to allow for retrieval, ideally linked to the Getty Vocabularies or another authority

Key Principles of Good Cataloging



Issues re. Physical Characteristics

Title: A mandarin paying a visit of ceremony
Mandarin rendant une visite de c$00er$00emonie
Creator Display: Fox, Angus, after drawing by Thomas Allom; published by 
Fisher, Son and Company  
Current Location: Getty Research Institute, Special Collections (Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles county, California, United States) 
Related Person: Fox, Angus (British printmaker, 19th century) role: engraverDate: published: ca. 1845
Related Person: Allom, Thomas (British architect, 1804-1872) role: draftsman
Related Corporate Body: Fisher, Son and Company (British publisher and printer, active 1821-1845) role: 
publisher
Materials: steel engraving, hand colored
steel engraving (printing process)  hand coloring
Dimensions: image 12.3 x ca. 19 cm, on sheet 20.2 x 26.6 cm
Value: 12.3 Unit: centimeters  Type: height  Extent: image
Value: 19  Unit: centimeters Type: width  Extent: image
Value: 20.2 Unit: centimeters Type: height Extent: sheet
Value: 26.6 Unit: centimeters Type: width Extent: sheet
Other Location: Paris ($03Ile-de-France, France, Europe, World, Top of the TGN hierarchy) Type: 
publication
General Subject: event   |  human figures
Specific Subject: mandarin (public officer)  [AAT] |  visit of state (cultural ceremony) [AAT]  | palanquin 
(litter) [AAT]  | procession (cultural ceremony)  | Chinese (culture) [AAT]
Hierarchy: part of  Movable Work: From series: China illustrated. Publication: Paris : Fisher, Son and 
Company, [ca. 1845].
[CONA ID: 700001088]

Materials Display: 
steel engraving, hand colored

Materials Index: 
steel engraving (printing process)                
hand coloring
paper (fiber product)

AAT 300190536

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700001088

AAT 300133555

AAT 300014109

Materials and 
Techniques
• Display field is 

indexed with AAT 
terms

• Index terms 
necessary for 
retrieval, e.g., 
“paper”

Materials and Techniques: Substances or materials used in the creation of a 
work, as well as any implements, production or manufacturing techniques, 
processes, or methods incorporated in its fabrication



Catalog Level: volume  Class: manuscripts and rare books  Work Type: codex
Title:  Anaphora of the Virgin Mary
Creator: unknown Egyptian; author: attributed to Abba Heryagos (Cyriacus) of Behensa (Egyptian 
bishop, 5th-6th century)
Current Location: Princeton University Library (Princeton, New Jersey) Manuscripts Division: Robert 
Garrett Collection 
Call number:  Garrett Ethiopic 32 
Creation Date:  17th century
Mat & Tech: Display:
ink on parchment
Extent: leaves
Role: medium 

Mat & Tech: ink
Role: support 

Material: parchment 
Extent: binding

Technique: Coptic binding
Dimensions: 17.5 x 11.5 cm 
Description: Manuscript copy of the "Qeddase Maryam“
CONA ID 700008575

Materials Display: 
ink on parchment

Materials Index: 
ink 

Flag: material    Role: medium    Extent: leaves
parchment 

Flag: material    Role: support     Extent: leaves
Coptic binding 

Flag: technique  Extent: binding

AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
CONA ID 700008575 

Issues re. Physical Characteristics
Materials and 
Techniques
• Role, Flag, and 

Extent may be 
used with 
Materials terms



Issues re. Physical Characteristics
Dimensions
• Display 

Dimensions 
and indexing 
fields

• H x W x D
Record height 
by width by 
depth (if 
applicable)

• Metric and/or 
inches in 
display

• Index with 
controlled 
fields

Cat. Level: item    Class: prints and drawings  *Work Type: 
etching
Title: Shell (Murex brandaris)
Creator: Wenceslaus Hollar (Bohemian, 1607-1677)
Current Location: National Gallery of Art (Washington, DC, USA)   
ID: 1992.17.2
*Role: printmaker             [link]: Hollar, Wenceslaus
*Creation Date: ca. 1645                :  Start: 1640     End: 1650
*Subject [links]:  animal   still life   shell   Murex brandaris (marine mollusk)
Culture: Bohemian
Dimensions: plate: 9.5 x 13.6 cm ( 3 3/4 x 5 3/8 inches)
: Extent: plate Value: 9.5  Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 13.6  Unit: cm Type: 
width
*Mat & Tech: etching on laid paper
Material : etching     laid paper   Technique [links]: etching     
Descriptive Note: Detailed rendering of the shell was probably considered 
significant because Pliny’s dye-producing “purpura” was probably this species, 
Murex brandaris..
CONA ID 700008628

Dimensions:
9.5 x 13.6 cm ( 3 3/4 x 5 3/8 inches)

Value: 9.5  Unit: cm Type: height   
Value: 13.6  Unit: cm Type: width

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008628 

Dimensions:  Dimensions, size, scale, or shape of the work



Issues re. Physical Characteristics
Dimensions
• May include many 

types of 
Dimensions, e.g., 
“count” of 
number of items 
in a group, 
number of 
leaves or pages

• e.g., text block, 
using Extent

• May include 
named Scale 
(“numeric”), 
Format (“quarter 
plate), Qualifier 
(“largest” or 
“irregular”)

Catalog Level: volume  Class: manuscript  Work Type: 
codex
Title: Códice Tudela  Title: Codex Tudela
Creator: unknown Aztec  Creation Date: ca. 
1553
Current Location: Museo de América in Madrid (Madrid, 
Spain); N  Inv.: 70.400; España Siglo XVI
Relationship Type: part of    Related Work: Códice Tudela
Relationship Numbers: 98 verso and 99 recto
Dimensions: 21 x 15,5 cm; 125 leaves
Creator: illuminations: unknown Tenochtitlán; text in Catalan by a Franciscan friar
Culture: Tenochtitlán
Subject: religion & mythology
Aztec calendar
lords of the night
day signs
birds of the day
genre scenes
Descriptive: consta de 125 páginas con pinturas realizadas por un tlacuilo indígena y textos escritos en castellano por un 
misionero.. Folios 98 verso and 99 recto, showing aspects of the Aztec calendar: the birds of the day, the lords of the 
night, and the day signs. The Codex Tudela, named after José Tudela de la Orden, is a 16th century pictorial Aztec 
codex. It is based on the same
CONA ID 700008515

Dimensions: 
text block: 21 x 15 x 5 cm (9 3/4 x 6 x 2 
inches); 125 leaves 

Extent: leaves 
Value: 125 Unit: N/A Type: count

Extent: text block 
Value: 21  Unit: cm   Type: height
Value: 15  Unit: cm   Type: width
Value:   5  Unit: cm    Type: depth 

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008515 



Issues re. Creator and Related People

Classification  paintings   Work Type painting | leaf
Title Sitting on Rocks Gazing at Clouds
Title  宋 李唐 坐石看雲
Title   Assis sur des rochers en regardant les nuages
Creator Display: 
Li Tang (Chinese painter, 1050s-after 1130) 
Current Location National Palace Museum (Taipei, Taiwan)
Person: [Li Tang   ULAN 500321561]
Creation Date 12th century
Culture: Song dynasty
General Subject landscapes
Specific rocks  | clouds
Dimensions 27.7 x 30 cm
Mat & Tech: album leaf, ink and colors on silk
CONA ID 700008851

Creator
• Creator Display 

includes name in 
natural order 
and a brief 
display 
biography

• Creator may be 
indexed by 
linking to ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Creator Display: 
Li Tang (Chinese painter, 1050s-after 1130) 

Person: [Li Tang   ULAN 500321561]

CONA ID 700008851

Creator: Named or anonymous individuals or corporate bodies responsible 
for the design, production, manufacture, or alteration of the work

ULAN



Issues re. Creator and Related People

Classification  prints  Work Type etching (print) | copy 
(derivative object)
Title Cupid Resting (copy)
Current Location Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, New 
York)
Creator Display: 
formerly attributed to Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606-1669); now, after 
Rembrandt
Person: [Rembrandt van Rijn ULAN 500011051]

Qualifier: after

Creation Date n.d.
General Subject religion and mythology  
Specific Cupid (Roman mythology)
Dimensions 27.7 x 30 cm
Mat & Tech: etching and drypoint
CONA ID 700009459

• Creator Display expresses nuance for end user
• Creator may be indexed by linking to ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700009459

Creator Display: 
formerly attributed to Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 
1606-1669); now, ‘after Rembrandt’

Person: [Rembrandt van Rijn ULAN 500011051]
Qualifier: after

ULAN

Qualifiers
attributed to 
probably by
possibly by
workshop of
studio of
office of
atelier of
pupil of
manufactory of
follower of
school of
circle of
style of
copyist of
after

Attribution 
Qualifier is from 
controlled list



Issues re. Creator and Related People
• Artist here is 

unknown, but 
affiliation with 
a named artist or 
master is 
established

• Link to the 
named artist or 
master

• Note the 
Attribution 
Qualifier

Class: manuscripts Work Type: illumination
Title: The Annunciation
Creator Display: follower of the Boucicaut Master

Role: illuminator  Qualifier: follower of  [link]: Boucicaut Master
Current Location: J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, California); MS. LUDWIG 
IX 5, FOL. 27 
Creation Location:  Paris (France)   Creation Date: ca. 1410 
Materials: tempera colors, gold leaf, and gold paint on parchment, bound between pasteboard covered with red morocco   Measurements: 7 1/2 x 5 1/2 inches
Descriptive Note: This sumptuous page, whose border features a shimmering background of gold, music-making angels, and colorful flowers, is the most richly 
decorated in the entire manuscript. The reason for such a lavish display of color and gold is that this folio marks the beginning of the most important text in a book 
of hours, the Office of the Virgin. Appropriately, the subject matter of the miniature is the moment, as recounted in the Bible, when Mary receives the news from the 
archangel Gabriel that she will bear the son of God. The scene is set within a church. Mary, kneeling before an altar on which a book and two candles stand, turns 
toward the angel to hear his words. A lily grows from a small pot to the left, a symbol of Mary's purity. Books of hours, made especially for the private devotional 
practice of lay people, were one of the most important types of manuscript to be made in the later Middle Ages. Although this book is elaborately decorated with an 
innovative scheme of illumination and numerous marginal figures, it was illuminated not by major masters but by their followers. With the increased demand for 
books of hours in the early 1400s, collaborative ventures by different artists were common in the Parisian art market. This book was certainly made for a woman; in 
fact, she is depicted kneeling in prayer in the miniatures accompanying two prayers to the Virgin. The manuscript epitomizes the sumptuous aesthetic of the 
International style of painting. Characteristic features include the elongated proportions of the figures, their swaying postures, and their extravagant clothing. The 
borders are also classic examples of the International style in manuscripts, with richly colored acanthus leaves, brilliant touches of gold leaf, and small playful 
figures appearing throughout. 
Other illuminator in this MS is the follower of the Egerton Master, illuminator 
French, Paris, about 1410 
CONA ID: 700002498

Creator Display:
follower of the Boucicaut Master (French, active 
ca. 1390/1430)

Person: [Boucicaut Master  ULAN 500019456]
Qualifier: follower of
Role: illuminator

ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700002498 

Name is not “follower of Boucicaut Master”



Issues re. Creator and Related People
• May include 

clients or 
patrons who 
were not 
“creators” per se

• Defined “Role” 
Record Type: volume  Class: manuscripts  Work Type: 
book of hours
Title:  Hours of Jeanne d'Évreux
Current Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art (New 
York, New York); The Cloisters Collection, 1954 
(54.1.2) 
Creator Display: Jean Pucelle (French, active in Paris, ca. 1320–1334)
Role: illuminator  [link]: Jean Pucelle
Role: patron  [link]: Jeanne d'Évreux
Creation Date: ca. 1324-1328
Creation Location:  Paris
Materials: grisaille and tempera on vellum 
Measurements: 209 folios; 3 1/2 x 2 5/8 inches (8.9 x 6.2 cm)
Description: The 209 folios of "The Hours of Jeanne d'Évreux" include twenty-five full-page paintings with paired 
images from the Infancy and Passion of Christ and scenes of the life of Saint Louis. The figures are rendered in 
delicate grisaille (shades of gray) that imparts an amazingly sculptural quality, and the images are accented with rich 
reds and blues and with touches of orange and yellow, pink, lilac, and turquoise. In the margins, close to seven 
hundred illustrations depict the bishops, beggars, street dancers, maidens, and musicians that peopled the streets of 
medieval Paris, as well as apes, rabbits, dogs, and creatures of sheer fantasy. All are brought to life by the keen 
observation, accomplished draftsmanship, and consummate imagination of the artist. This lavishly illustrated prayer 
book (Book of Hours) was created between 1324 and 1328 for Jeanne d'Évreux, queen of France, by the celebrated 
Parisian illuminator Jean Pucelle (active ca. 1320–34) and was intended for use by the queen during private prayer 
throughout the course of the day. Upon her death in 1371, Jeanne d'Évreux left the prayer book to King Charles V. At 
his death, the book entered the collection of another much lauded bibliophile, his brother Jean, duc de Berry.
Conservation: nested mount
CONA ID: 700009458. 

Creator Display: 
Jean Pucelle (French, active Paris, 1319–1334), 
for Jeanne d'Évreux, Queen of France

Person:
[Jean Pucelle ULAN 500115647]

Role: illuminator
[Jeanne d'Évreux ULAN 500475812]

Role: patron

ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700009458 

AAT

AAT
ULAN



Issues re. Creator and Related People• Creator may be 
an individual, or 
a firm or 
other corporate 
or administrative 
body

• e.g., 
photographic 
studio, 
architectural firm

Record Type [controlled]: item  Class [controlled]: photographs  
American art   Work Type [link]:  gelatin silver print    

Title: The White House, Washington, DC
Current Location [link]: Library of Congress 

(Washington, DC, USA)   ID: unavailable
 *Creator Display: Haines Photography Co. (American, 19th-20th century)
*Role: photographers    

[link]: Haines Photography Co. 
 *Creation Date: ca. 1909       [controlled]:  Start: 1904     End: 1914
 *Subject [links]:  architecture    White House (Washington, DC, USA)   panoramic view
 Culture [link]: American
 *Measurements: 15.85 x 55.88 cm  (6 1/4 x 22 inches)
[controlled]: Value: 15.85 Unit: cm Type: height    Value: 55.88 Unit: cm  Type: width 
 *Materials and Techniques: gelatin silver print
Technique [links]:  gelatin silver print
 Related Work:
Relationship Type [controlled]: depicts
[link to Work Record]: White House (Washington, DC, USA); 1792-1817
CONA ID: 700009460

Creator Display:
Haines Photography Co. (American, founded 1908)

Corp. Body:
[Haines Photography Co.  ULAN 500475814]
Role: photography studio

ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700009460 



Issues re. Creator and Related People• Artists and 
fabricators

• You may index 
names even if 
the artists are 
not mentioned
in the Creator 

Display

Class: prints and drawings Work Type: screen print
Title: Vote McGovern
Current Location: National Gallery of Art (Washington, DC), Gemini G.E.L. 
collection.
Creator Display: Andy Warhol (American, 1928-1987)

Role: printmaker  [link]: Warhol, Andy
Roles: •artist collaboration • supervision •proofing 

[link]: Tyler, Kenneth 
Role: •edition printing [link]: Wasserman, Jeffrey 
Role: assistant: [link]: Dressen Robert
Role: assistant: [link]: Knisel, Robert

Measurements: 106.7 x 106.7 cm (42 x 42 in.)
Copyright: © 2001 Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts / Artists Rights 
Society (ARS), New York, New York; © Gemini G.E.L. and the Artist 
Catalogue Number: 54.1 Gemini Work Number AW72-5046; Old Gemini Catalogue 
Number 396; 
NGA Accession Number 1984.104.23, 1985.47.229 
Creation Date:  1972    Signature Date: 1972    Publication Date: 1972 
Materials: 16-color screenprint Support Arches 88 
Edition: 250 plus RTP, PPII, 3 GEL, 16 CTP, C
Facture: Colors or Sequence 1. blue (handmade lacquer stencil), 2. transparent yellow (handmade 
lacquer stencil), 3. orange (permanent emulsion photo screen), 4. magenta (permanent emulsion 
photo screen), 5. light orange (permanent emulsion photo screen), 6. gray (permanent emulsion 
photo screen), 7. yellow-orange (hand-cut lacquer stencil), 8. magenta (hand-cut lacquer stencil), 9. 
red (hand-cut lacquer stencil), 10. purple (hand-cut lacquer stencil), 11. yellow (hand-cut lacquer 
stencil), 12. transparent magenta (hand-cut lacquer stencil), 13. red/black/yellow (hand-cut lacquer 
stencil), 14. black (permanent emulsion photo screen). Collaboration and Supervision Kenneth Tyler. 
Processing and Proofing Kenneth Tyler . Edition Printing Jeffrey Wasserman assisted by Robert 
Dressen, Robert Knisel
CONA ID:  700009462

Creator Display: Andy Warhol (American, 1928 -
1987), with Jeff Wasserman and Gemini G.E.L.

Person & Corp.Body Records:
[Gemini G.E.L.   ULAN 500372630]

Role: publisher
[Warhol, Andy   ULAN  500006031]

Role: printmaker 
[Tyler, Kenneth   ULAN 500106651]

Role: supervisor
[Wasserman, Jeffrey   ULAN 500125210]

Role: printer
[Dressen, Robert   ULAN 500353800]

Role: assistant
[Knisel, Robert   ULAN 500475821]

Role: assistant

ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID:  700009462 



Issues re. Creator and Related People

Classification  manuscripts   Work Type manuscript
Title Hymne nestorien d'éloge de la Sainte Trinité 
Current Location Bibliothèque nationale de France (Paris, 
France)
Title  大秦景教三威蒙度讚、尊經寫本
Title   Chinese Christian Manuscript
Title   Ta Chin king chiao San wei mong tou tsan
Creator Display: 
unknown scribe; translation by Jingjing (European cleric in 
China, 8th century)
Person:  [unknown  ULAN 500125274]  role: scribe
[Jingjing ULAN 500372668]  role: translator
Creation Date ca. 8th/9th century
General Subject text    Specific Chinese  Extent: language  | Holy Trinity
Dimensions sheet: 26 x 104,8 cm
Mat & Tech: ink on paper, written with a hard pen instead of a brush
CONA ID 700008977

• Creator Display 
may include 
nuance 
or uncertainty

• Index 
“unknown” 
creators, as well 
as named 
creators

• Role is indexed 
using AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Creator Display: 
unknown scribe; translation by Jingjing (European 
cleric in China, 8th century)

Person:  [unknown  ULAN 500125274]  role: scribe
[Jingjing     ULAN 500372668]  role: translator

CONA ID 700008977 

ULAN



• Publisher 
statement in 
Creator Display

• Index this and 
other 
publication 
information in 
appropriate 
fields

Recording 
publication 
information for 
rare book

Creation Date: published 1565 
Location:
Other: Venice (Veneto, Italia)  

Type: Publication
Current:  Getty Research Institute, Special Collections (Los Angeles,  California, United 
States)  

Repository No.: 84-B29340
General Subject: 
text
Specific Subject:
De re aedificatoria (Alberti, treatise, 1443/1452)  Extent: work depicted
Italian (language) Extent: language

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700009499

Creator Display:  author: Alberti, Leon 
Battista (1404-1472); translated by 
Bartoli, Cosimo (1503-1572); publisher: 
In Venetia: Appresso Francesco 
Franceschi

Person:
Bartoli, Cosimo (Italian,  1503-1572)  

Role: translator
Alberti, Leon Battista (Italian, 1404-1472 

Role: author   Extent: original work
Franceschi, Francesco de (Italian printer, 
active 1561-1599)  Role: printer

ULAN

Issues re. Creator and Related People



Issues re. Location and Related Places

CONA ID: 700009463

• Current Location 
is required

• Repository 
numbers and 
Credit Line (if any)

• May be a 
corporate body 
(ULAN, for a 
repository) or a 
geographic place 
(TGN, if not in a 
repository)

• Other locations 
may be 
recorded if 
known

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Location: The name of the repository or of a geographic location where the work is currently 
located. May also include discovery location, place of publication,  and other types of locations.

Record Type: volume   Class.: prints and drawings  European art  rare books
Work Type: book  etchings  maps  plans  panoramas 
Title: Theatrum civitatum nec non admirandorum Neapolis et Siciliae regnorum
*Creator Display: Joan Blaeu (Dutch, 1596-1673), with  Bastiaen Stopendaal (Dutch, 
1637-before 1707) 
Title: Views of the Cities and Sights of the Realm of Naples and Sicily  Title Flag: descriptive
Creation Date: 1663         Start: 1663  End: 1663
General Subject:  cityscapes  | landscapes   Specific: Sicily (Italy)   Naples (Campania, Italy)   maps   
Measurements: 78 pages, 2 folded leaves
Extent: pages  Value: 78 Type: count  
Materials and Techniques: hand-colored etchings, texts are printed       
Material  paper     Technique [links]: etching    printing    hand coloring
Description: With the exception of 2 double folded leaves of plates, all etchings are on pages backed with text. There are 8 half page, 1 single and 22 double page 
etchings, all colored. Description Source Getty Research Library, Special Collections database
CONA ID: 700009463

Current Location
Getty Research Library, Special Collections 
(Los Angeles, California, USA) 

Repository No.: 92-B27718  

Other: 
Amsterdam (North Holland, Netherlands)

Type: publication

ULAN

TGN



Ambiguity or 
uncertainty
•When the location 
could be either of 
two places

•Explain in the 
Descriptive Note, 
but index both to 
allow retrieval by 
either

•Do not leave Core 
field blank

• If unknown, use 
values such as 
unknown or 
unavailable

Title: Bishop Theophilus Finding the Grave of Saint Anthony
Creator: Master of the Brussels Romuléon or workshop (Flemish, active about 
1465)
Classification: manuscripts  Work Type: folio   Culture: Flemish
Locations: Current: J. Paul Getty Museum at the Getty Center (Los Angeles, Los Angeles county, California, United States) [ULAN 500329598]  Repository 
Numbers: 83.MN.127.29; Ms. Ludwig XI 8, fol. 29
Other: Creation: Bruxelles [TGN 7007868] 
Other: Creation: Brugge [ TGN 7007867]
Date: about 1465 - 1470 Type: creation
Materials: tempera colors, gold leaf, gold paint, and ink on parchment
Dimensions: Leaf: 24.8 × 17.6 cm (9 3/4 × 6 15/16 in.)
General Subject: religion and mythology (preferred )  human figures
Specific Subjects:
Bishop Theophilus (bishop, active 4th century) [500354875] (ULAN)
Saint Anthony (IA)
Hierarchy: part of   Invention et translation du corps de Saint Antoine 

Current Location
J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, 
California, USA)   Repository No.: 
83.MN.127.29; Ms. Ludwig XI 8, fol. 29

Other: 
Bruxelles (Bruxelles region, Belgium) 
Type: creation

Other: 
Brugge (West-Vlaanderen, Belgium)     
Type: creation

ULAN

TGN

TGN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
CONA ID: 700002654

Issues re. Location and Related Places



Issues re. Dates and Dating
Display Date: A concise description of the date or range of dates associated with the creation, 
design, production, presentation, performance, construction, or alteration of the work or its 
components, including indications of uncertainty, ambiguity, and nuance.

Start and End Dates: 
The earliest and 
latest possible years 
when the work of art 
or architecture was 
created. For works 
that were created 
over a span of time, 
this is the year when 
the work was 
designed or when 
execution was 
begun, and the year 
when it was 
completed. For 
uncertain or 
approximate dates, 
this is the earliest 
and latest possible 
years when the work 
could have been 
created. 

CONA ID: 700008594 

Class: prints and drawings Work Type: architectural drawing  

Title: [The White House ("President's House") 
Washington, D.C. East front elevation]     
Creator: Benjamin H. Latrobe
Current Location: Library of Congress (Washington, 
DC)
Description: Design for the addition of porticoes on the north and south fronts of the President’s House
Document Type: design drawing
Creation Date: 1807

Start: 1807     End:1807
Materials: ink and watercolor on paper
Measurements: 15 3/8 x 20 inches
Type, Purpose, Method of Representaton: conceptual drawing; elevation
Descriptive Note: Latrobe worked with President Jefferson to transform the modest President’s House …
Subject: White House
CONA ID: 700008594

Creation Date: 1807

Start: 1807   End: 1807

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



Catalog Level: item  Class: prints and drawings  Work Type: drawing

Title: Pennsylvania German Dish
Creator: rendered by Albert Levone
Current Location: National Gallery of Art (Washington, DC)
Creation Date: ca. 1935
Mat & Tech: watercolor, graphite, and gouache on paperboard
Dimensions: overall: 34 x 28 cm (13 3/8 x 11 in.) Original IAD General Subject: another art work Specific: dish Type: 
descriptionObject: om(?) 237
Index of American Design; 1943.8.8102 
Description:  Pennsylvania German Folk Art from the Index of American Design. Dishes made by Pennsylvania German potters 
came in a variety of sizes and shapes. This oval one with scalloped edges was elaborately decorated by the sgraffito technique. 
Notice the bold floral design that contrasts with the light strokes of lettering that form a delicate border. Splashes of green worked 
into the glaze heighten the color of the red clay that is exposed. The dish was made by Samuel Troxel. The inscription reads: "From 
clay and many skills, the potter fashions what he will, July the 19th 1823.“
Related Work: Pennsylvania German Dish
CONA ID 700008596

Creation Date: ca. 1935

Start: 1930  End: 1940

• In display date, 
express 
uncertainty, 
nuance, “ca.”, 
“18th century,” 
“reign of 
Rameses II”

• Index the display 
date with start 
and end years for 
retrieval

• Rules for 
estimating Start 
and End Dates 
are in CDWA and 
CONA  
documentation

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008596 

Issues re. Dates and Dating



Issues re. Dates and Dating
•For a collection 
or group

•Bulk, inclusive, 
coverage dates

•Use Qualifier to 
clarify scope of 
dates

Record Type [controlled]: collection    Class [controlled]: photographs  European art  

Work Type [link]: albumen prints 
Title: Views of Paris and Environs and the 

Exposition Universelle
*Current Location [link]: Getty Research 

Institute, Research Library, Special 
Collections (Los Angeles, California, USA)    
ID: 93-F101 

Creator Display: Neurdein Frères (French, active late 19th-early 20th centuries)
*Role [l ink]: photographers   [l ink]: Neurdein Frères
*Creation Date: 1888-1894 (inclusive dates)       
 Qualifier: inclusive 
 Start: 1888     End: 1894
 *Subject [l inks]: architecture   views    Paris (France)    International Exposition of 1889 (Paris, France)   Versailles Palace (Versailles, France)   Parc de Saint-Cloud (Paris, France) Parc du Champ de Mars (Paris, 

France)  travel   

 *Materials and Techniques: albumen prints   Technique [links]: albumen prints
 * Measurements: 37 photographic prints; images 13 x 19 cm (5 1/8 x 7 1/2 inches), on sheets 19 x 25 cm (7 1/2 x 9 7/8 inches)
[controlled] Extent  items  Value: 37  Type: count  ||  Extent: image Value: 13 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 19  Unit: cm  Type: width  || Extent: sheet  Value: 19 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 25  Unit: cm  

Type: width
 Inscriptions: captions in French, printed on mount above and below image.
 Description Note: Mounted souvenir v iews of Paris and environs issued by Neurdein Frères for v isitors to the 1889 Exposition universelle. Collection includes panoramas of Paris and views of its main 

avenues and monuments as well as v iews of Versailles and the Parc de Saint-Cloud. These images were probably printed from existing ones in the Neurdein Frères inventory. Six v iews of the Exposition 
universelle include a panoramic v iew taken from the Trocadero, a v iew of the Parc du Champ de Mars, and an exterior v iew of the Algerian pavilion

 CONA ID: 700008599

Creation Date: 1888-1894 (inclusive dates)

Qualifier: inclusive 
Start: 1888 End: 1894

Inclusive dates: Also called span dates, 
the years of the earliest and latest dated 
works in the group (e.g., for a folder of 
drawings, 1911-1951 (inclusive dates)). 

Bulk dates: The years representing the 
earliest and latest dates for the most 
important or principal body of items in 
the group. There may be multiple sets of 
bulk dates for any group (e.g., 1914-1918 
and 1939-1945 (bulk dates)). 

Coverage dates: The date range for the 
subjects contained in the archival 
materials, particularly when the subjects 
do not correspond to the dates when the 
group or series was created. For 
example, a series created in the 1970s 
about the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor 
would have a coverage date of 1941 and 
inclusive dates of 1970-1979 (e.g., 1941 
(coverage), 1970-1979 (inclusive dates)). 

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700008599 



Issues re. Dates and Dating•Work created in 
stages over a period 
of time

•Or different parts 
created at different 
dates

•Multiple dates, 
repeating fields

• MS and the binding 
= different dates

Record Type: item
Class: photographs  American Art  Work type: photograph

Title: Self Portrait  Creator: Alfred Stieglitz 
Current Location: J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, California) 
93.XM.25.38
Copyright: Estate of Georgia O'Keeffe 
Creation Date: negative 1907, print 1930
Qualifier: negative
Start: 1907  End: 1907
Qualifier: print
Start: 1930  End: 1930
Material and Technique:  gelatin silver print 
Measurements: 24.7 x 18.4 cm (9 3/4 x 7 1/4 inches)
Subject: Alfred Stieglitz, self-portrait, bust
CONA ID: 700009466

Creation Date: negative 1907, print 1930

Qualifier: negative
Start: 1907  End: 1907

Qualifier: print
Start: 1930  End: 1930

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700009466 



Issues re. Dates and Dating

Class.: drawings  Work Type: drawing

Title: The Triumph of the Republic
Creator: Joseph-Marie Vien (Montpellier, 1716 - Paris, 1809)
Current Location: Louvre Museum (Paris, France);  4038804 
Date of Creation: l‘An II (1794)
Mat & Tech: pen and black ink, gray and brown wash, white highlights, over black chalk outlines, on squared paper
Dimensions: 34 x 48 cm.
Provenance: M. Chanlaire collection; sale, Paris, 2-4 April 1860 (part of lot number 304); Philippe de Chennevières
collection; sale, Paris, Hôtel Drouot, 5-6 May 1898, lot number 189 ; sale, Paris, Hôtel Drouot, 13 December 1976, lot 
number 9 D ; Q. Moatti collection; gift of M. and Mme Alain Moatti in 1981
General Subject: allegory  Specific: triumph  French Republich
Descriptive Note: This drawing was exhibited with other entries the Concours de l'An II, despite having been submitted 
after the deadline had passed. In this allegorical work illustrating Jacobin ideals through symbolic figures, Vien chose to 
depict a procession from classical antiquity and imbue it with revolutionary ideas. Wanting to start work on a companion 
piece, the artist eventually decided to withdraw this drawing before the jury had reached its decision.
CONA ID: 700008632

Creation Date: l’An II (1794)

Start: 1794    End: 1794

• In display Creation 
Date, the date may 
be recorded 
according to 
various dating 
systems (e.g., 
French 
Revolutionary 
calendar), when 
significant, such as 
when inscribed on 
the work or 
otherwise 
associated with 
the alternative 
calendar

• Indexed per the 
Gregorian 
calendar

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700008632 



Issues re. Depicted Subject

Class: manuscripts  Work Type: illumination
Title: Shah Jahan on Horseback: Leaf from the Shah Jahan Album, period of 
Shah Jahan (1628–1658)
Creator: Attributed to Bhag
Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (55.121.10.21)
Mat & Tech: Ink, colors, and gold on paper
Dimensions: 15 1/3 x 10 1/10 in. (38.9 x 25.7 cm) 
Descriptive Note: Depicts Shah Jahan on horseback, dressed for the hunt ...

Fund and The Kevorkian Foundation Gift, CONA ID 7000086

• At least one term, 
General Subject is 
required

• Specific Subject is 
ideally controlled 
by 
AAT, TGN, ULAN, 
CONA, and IA

• Cataloger may 
describe Subject 
in Description

Title: Shah Jahan on Horseback 

General Subject
portraits
Specific Subject
Shah Jahan (Mughal emperor of

India, 1592-1666)
ruler
horse
hunt

AAT

ULAN

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 7000086

Depicted Subject: The subject matter of a work of art (sometimes referred to as its 
content) is the narrative, iconographic, or non-objective meaning conveyed by an abstract 
or a figurative composition. It is what is depicted in and by a work of art.



• Three levels of analysis 
(“indexing type”)

• Objective description
• Identification of subject
• Interpretation of the meaning or theme

• Never index 
beyond what is 
provided by an 
expert or 
evident in the 
associated 
documentation

• Your goal as 
cataloger 
should be 
minimal 
indexing and 
basic-access 
indexing

Analyzing the depicted subject

http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona_and_subject_access.pdf
Read about subject indexing here:

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

Issues re. Depicted Subject

http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/cona_and_subject_access.pdf


• Index all subjects 
in Title and other 
important 
subjects depicted 
or referenced

• “interpretation”
Work Type: painting  
Title: Boy Viewing Mount Fuji
Creator: Katsushika Hokusai, (Japanese, 1760-1849)
Location: Freer Sackler Museums, Smithsonian 
Institution; Washington (DC); F1898.110
Date: 1839, Edo period
Mat & Tech: ink and color on silk
Dimensions: height: 127.0 width: 69.2 cm
CONA ID 700008643 Gift of Charles Lang Freer; 
cona 1000015317

Title:
Boy Viewing Mount Fuji

General Subject:
landscapes

Specific Subjects:
landscape (environment)
Mount Fuji (Honshū (island), Japan)
boy <people by gender> 
immortality   Type: interpretation

TGN
AAT

AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

• Description, Identification, Interpretation

cona 1000015317

Issues re. Depicted Subject

AAT



Issues re. Depicted Subject• Important elements 
that are not primary 
= depiction of Hagia 
Sophia in this 
period may be of 
interest Class.: manuscripts     maps   Work Type: cityscape   map

Title: Map of Constantinople
Karte von Konstantinopel
Current Location: Bibliothèque nationale de France (Paris, France) 
Creator: Cristoforo Buondelmonti
Date: 1422
CONA: ID 700008633 
Dimensions 25.4 x 16.4 cm,  66 leaves
Tech & Mat: ink and wash on vellum
Inscription: All folios inscribed; author page: Cristoforus Bondeldont de Florencia
presbiter nunc misit cardinali Iordano de Ursinis MCCCCXX

part of:
Liber insularum archipelagi CONA 700008634

Title:  Map of Constantinople

General Subject: 
cityscapes  
architecture

Specific Subject: 
Constantinople (inhabited place)
Hagia Sophia (built work)

TGN

CONA

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



Issues re. Depicted Subject
• In addition to the 

visual subject 
content, Subject 
may include the 
content of the text

• Use Extent for 
clarification

• Transcribe or 
describe the text 
in the Inscriptions 
field

Class*: Manuscript, lectionary   
Work Type*: decorated folio, calligraphy
Title or Names: Initial Letter P    
Current Location*: J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles); MS. 16, FOL. 13
Creator: artist: unknown Ottonian
Creation-Place: Reichenau, Germany or St. Gall, Switzerland
Creation-Date*: late 900s
Subject:  

•religion and mythology
•literary theme 
•Purification of the Virgin •rubric
•Luke 2:22 (Bible)
•versal (decorated initials)

Inscriptions: Text begins with the rubric for the Gospel reading for the Purification of 
the Virgin, explaining that the reading comes from the Gospel of Luke, written entirely 
in rustic capitals ...
Typeface/Letterform: rustic capitals, unical, Caroline minuscule
Remarks: Language: Latin
Measurements*: 10 15/16 x 7 9/16 inches
Materials and Techniques*: Tempera colors, gold paint, and silver paint on parchment
Descriptive Note: This page from an Ottonian lectionary shows how medieval scribes 
used the size, color, and style of script to help readers understand a book's contents... 
CONA ID: 700008586 

General Subject:
religion and mythology  |  literary

Specific Subject:
decorated initial
Purification of the Virgin             Extent: text
rubric   Extent: design
versal (decorated initials)
rustic capitals  Extent: script

Inscription: Text begins with the rubric for the 
Gospel reading for the Purification of the Virgin, 
explaining that the reading comes from the Gospel 
of Luke, written entirely in rustic capitals ...

AAT

AAT

IA

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700008586 



Issues re. Depicted Subject
Record Type: item  Class.: photographs
Work Type: Albumen print
Title: The Eiffel Tower: State of the Construction
Current Location [link]: J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, California, USA); 
87.XM.121.16  
Creator Display: photographer: Louis-Emile Durandelle
(French, 1832-1923)
Role [cont.] : photographer     [link]: Durandelle, Louis-Emile 
Creation Date *: photographed 23 November 1888
General Subject:
architecture 
another work
Specific Subjects:
Eiffel Tower (built work)   Extent: work depicted
Related Works: 
Relationship Type: depicts
[link to work record]: Eiffel Tower

Measurements: 17 x 13 3/4 inches
[controlled] Value: 17 Unit: in Type: height  
Value: 13.75 Unit: in Type: width
Materials and Techniques [link to Concept Authority]:  albumin print 
Style [link]: Belle Époque
Description: This view was made about four months short of the tower's completion. Louis-Émile Durandelle photographed the tower from a low vantage 

point to emphasize its monumentality. The massive building barely visible in the far distance is dwarfed under the tower's arches...
Source: Getty Museum, Collections [online] (2000-)

CONA ID: 700008614

General Subject:
architecture 
another work

Specific Subjects:
Eiffel Tower (built work)     Extent: work depicted

• Subject may be 
another art work

• Extent

CONA

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID: 700008614 



Issues re. Depicted Subject

Catalog Level: item  Class: prints and drawings   Work Type: lithograph
Title: White Line Square XII
Creator: Josef Albers  Creation Date: 1966 
Current Location: National Gallery of Art (Washington, DC). Catalogue Number 2.12; 
NGA Accession Number 1981.5.125; Gemini Work Number JA66-1162 ; Old Gemini 
Catalogue Number 13 
Relationship Type: Series
Related Work: White Line Squares
Subject:
nonrepresentational art
square
Mat & Tech: 3-color lithograph on Arches Cover 
Facture: Colors or Sequence (aluminum) 1. yellow-gold, 2. red-orange, 3. vermilion 
Dimensions: 53.3 x 53.3 cm (21 x 21 in.) 
Description: Edition 125 plus 10 AP, 5 TP, RTP, PPII, 2 GEL, 5 PP; Collaboration and Supervision Kenneth Tyler; Processing and Proofing Kenneth Tyler; Edition Printing 
James Webb, Fred Ganis, Octavio Pereira
CONA ID 700008601

• General Subject 
should be 
included, even if 
there is no 
figurative or 
narrative content

• Nonrepresentatio
nal art

• May include 
design elements, 
motifs

What if there is 
no subject?

General Subject:  
nonrepresentational art

Specific Subject: 
square               Extent: design element
line                     Extent: design element

AAT

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008601 



Issues re. Depicted Subject
Work Type: Etching
Title: Rom, 1859 
Location: GRI Special Collections Accession Number: P850003
Creator: Post, Karl Borromäus, 1834-1877, printmaker
Creation Date:1859 
Physical Desc.:1 print etching ; 
sheet 44.5 x 55.5 cm, mount 44.5 x 62.9 cm 
CONA 700009292

• Minimum 
subject = one 
term from 
General 
Subject

• Fuller subject 
= additional 
terms from 
Getty 
vocabularies, 
based on 
Title and 
authoritative 
information 
from the 
object record 
or expert 
analysis

General Subject:  
landscapes [General ID 31201]

General Subject:  
landscapes [General ID 31201]

Specific Subject:
view (visual work) [AAT 300015424]
naturalistic landscape (visual work) [AAT 300417313]
Rome (Lazio, Italy) [TGN 7000874]

minimum

fuller

Minimum and fuller

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

CONA 700009292 



Issues re. Depicted Subject
How many subject 
terms are too many?

Establish rules regarding the 
number of terms to assign 
and method of analyzing

Include subjects named in Title 
and any other important subjects

Work Type: photograph
Title: [Portrait of Empress Carlota]
Creator: Disdéri, André-Adolphe-Eugène (1819-1889)
Creation Date: [between 1860 and 1863]
Physical Desc.: Material Medium: albumen Material Support: paper on cardboard ca. 10.5 x 5.5 
cm., on mount ca. 11.4 x 6.4 cm.
Summary: Full-length portrait of Empress Carlota in a fur coat.
Form/Genre: Photographs
Subjects:
Carlota (1840-1927), Empress, consort of Maximilian, Emperor of Mexico
Keywords: Mexico -- history -- European intervention, 1861-1867
France -- history --Second Empire, 1852-1870
empresses -- Mexico
costume
headgear
fur garments
Format:
Still image
ID/Accession Number:
gri_mexico_92_r_8_4v_1 mex637
Is Part Of:
A Nation Emerges: Sixty-five Years of Photography in Mexico
Mexican carte-de-visite portrait album from the era of Maximilian and Napoleon III

General Subject: portraits
Specific Subject: 
• Carlota, Empress, consort of Maximilian, Emperor of 

Mexico (Empress, active in Mexico, 1840-1927) [ULAN ]
• single-sitter portrait  [AAT]
• full-length figure [AAT] 
• woman (female human) [AAT]
• costume [AAT]
• fur garments [AAT]

• coat [AAT] • hat [AAT] • gloves [AAT] 
• table [AAT] • book [AAT]  • carpet [AAT]  
• bow (costume accessory) [AAT] 
• face (animal or human component) [AAT] 
• hands (animal or human components) [AAT] 

these are not primary subjects

• In this example, General 
Subject and name of sitter 
are critical, in the Title

• Costume is also important 
subject element, according 
to contributor

• But indexing too many 
details of the composition 
are unhelpful

• Will user want to retrieve 
this work when looking for 
“carpet” or “hands”?

Exhaustivity
How many 
terms?

Index important subjects

CONA ID 700009293 



Issues re. Depicted Subject
Record Type: item
Class: prints and drawings
Work Type: print
Title: Pomegranate with Blue Morpho Butterflies
Creator: Maria Sibylla Merian
Creation Date: ca. 1705
Materials: watercolor and gum arabic over partial transfer 
print on vellum
Dimensions: 14 5.8 x 11 7/8 inches (37.2 x 30.2 cm)
Subject:
animal
botanical
pomegranate (Punica granatum)
Blue Morpho (Morpho menelaus)
Banded Sphinx Moth (Eumorph fasciatus)
Description: Pomegranate with Blue Morpho Butterflies and 
Banded Sphinx Moth Caterpillar (Punica granatum with 
Morpho menelaus and Eumorph fasciatus). 
Relationship Type: part of
Related Work: The Insects of Suriname (plate 0)
Current Location: The Royal Collection (London, England), 
copyright 2009 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

General Subject:
 animals 
 botanical
Specific Subject:
 butterflies (Papilionoidea superfamily)
 Morpho menelaus (species)
 Eumorpha fasciatus (species)
 pomegranate (fruit)

Specificity
 Cater your 

approach to the 
knowledge of the 
cataloger or to the 
available 
authoritative 
information

 Do not guess
 Use only authoritative sources and 

research
 Broad and accurate is better than 

specific but incorrect
 e.g., using only the more general 

“butterflies” (description level of 
subject indexing) would be better 
than incorrectly labeling the Blue 
Morpho species (identification 
level of subject indexing)

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO



Issues re. Multiple Parts

Delhi  (album (book); Felice Beato (British, 1832-1909); ca. 1857; J. Paul Getty Museum; 2007.26.204) 
.... Arch in Kootub (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.60)
.... Arch in Kootub (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.8)
.... Barren Landscape with Fortess, Delhi (albumen print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.33)
.... Cashmere Gate (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.42)
.... Cashmere Gate. Front view (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.21)
.... Delhi Mahoumudan (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.2)
.... Detail View of the Pillar of Kootub (albumen print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.47)
.... Distant View of Kootub (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.45)
.... Entrance to an unidentified tomb (albumen silver print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.15)
.... Entrance to the Large Mosque of Jumma Musjid in Delhi (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.5)
.... Exterior of the Crystal Throne in the Dewan-i-Khas (albumen print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.17)
.... Exterior of the Hindu Temple in Kootub (albumen print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.52)
.... Exterior of the Hindu Temple in Kootub (albumen silver print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.9)
.... Flag Staff Battery (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.25)
.... Grand Breach at the Cashmere Bastion (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.41)
.... Hindoo Nao's House (albumen print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.38)
.... House where King was Confined in the Palace (albumen silver print; Felice Beato; 2007.26.204.14)
.... Interior of the Crystal Throne in the Dewan-i-Khas (albumen print; Charles Moravia; 2007.26.204.18)

• physical Whole/Part Relationships
• E.g., for an album or book and pages, folios, etc.
Example of a volume containing photographs, 
each cataloged as an item and linked to the whole

Hierarchical 
relationships

CONA ID 700008356



• Repository 
Number describes 
relationship to 
whole

• Qualifier

Cat level: item  Class: manuscripts
Title: Adam and Eve Eating the Forbidden Fruit
Current Location: J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, California); 
Repository Number: Ms. Ludwig IX 8, fol. 137 
Creator: Willem Vrelant (Flemish, died 1481, active 1454 - 1481)
Culture: Flemish 
Arenberg Hours  Type: volume

Place(s): Creation: Bruges, Belgium (Place created)
Date: early 1460s
Medium: Tempera colors, gold leaf, and ink on parchment
Dimensions: Leaf: 25.6 x 17.3 cm (10 1/16 x 6 13/16 in.)
CONA ID: 700002574 

CONA ID: 700002574 

Issues re. Multiple Parts



Issues re. Multiple Parts

Catalog Level: volume    Class:  manuscripts  
Work Type: sacramentary   illuminated manuscript 
Title: Sacramentary
Current Location: J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, California, 
USA)  IDs:  MS. LUDWIG V 2  
Creator: illuminated by unknown German active in Mainz or 
Fulda, binding by unknown Mosan artist
Creation Locations [links]:  Fulda (Hessen, Germany)  |  Mainz 
(Rheinland Pfalz, Germany)   |  Mosan (Europe)   Liège province 
(Belgium) 
* Role: illuminator    Extent [cont.]: illuminations  : unknown German 
* Role: artist    Extent [cont.]:  binding   : unknown Mosan
*Creation Date: illuminated in 2nd quarter of 11th century, binding from 12th century, with later additions 
[controlled]: Qualifier: illuminations Start: 1025   End: 1060  | Qualifier: binding  Start: 1100  End: 1199  
*Subject [links]:  Extent: overall  Terms: service book   sacramentary   prayers  Mass   |  Extent: cover  Terms: Christ in 
Majesty   Ascension  
Culture: Ottonian
*Dimensions: 179 leaves; text block: 26.6 x 19.1 cm (10 1/2 x 7 1/2 inches); text area: 17 x 13 cm (6 3/4 x 5 1/8 inches); oak covers: 
27.3 x 19.8 cm (10 3/4 x 7 7/8 inches)
[controlled]  Extent: leaves  Value: 179 Unit: N/A Type: count |  
Extent: text block  Value: 26.6 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 19.1 Unit: cm Type: width
Extent: text area Value: 17 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 13 Unit: cm Type: width 
Extent: cover Value: 27.3 Unit: cm Type: height  |  Value: 19.8 Unit: cm Type: width 
*Mat & Tech: and Techniques: tempera colors, gold, silver, and ink on parchment, with hammered and engraved binding of gilt 
silver, brass, and niello
Extent: illuminations Material [links]:  tempera ink  parchment  |  Extent: binding Material [links]: gilt silver   brass   oak  
Technique [links]: niello
Description: Although the Ottonian book was written and illuminated in Germany binding (Mainz or Fulda, in modern Germany), 
the binding was produced in Mosan, a region in present day Belgium noted for medieval metalwork and enamel traditions. The 
subject of the binding includes a gilt silver Christ in Majesty. Christ sits on a throne, blessing with his right hand while holding a 
book in his left. The letters alpha and omega appear to either side of him. The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, they refer 
to a figure from the text of the Apocalypse, traditionally interpreted as Christ, who says, "I am the Alpha and Omega; the beginning 
and the end.
Description Source: J. Paul Getty Museum online. www.getty.edu (accessed 10 February 2004) 
CONA ID 700008597

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008597 

 Criteria can include 
whether the artist, 
dates, style, media, 
subject, or location 
differ between the 
whole and the 
parts of a work

When to Catalog Whole and Parts Separately

Create separate records 

 When each part contains unique information 
that would be difficult to clearly delineate a 
single record

 When separate records are necessary to manage 
the works within the repository

 When the parts are not physically joined to the 
whole, separate records may be needed to track 
loans, conservation, provenance, etc. separately

 When separate records will aid in the retrieval 
of the information and its display to the end user



Issues re. Related Works
• Non-hierarchically 

related records
• pendant of, copy of, 

study for, etc.

Cat.Level: item    Class: drawings
Work Type: drawing Title: Rhinoceros in profile to left
Creator: Albrecht Dürer
Mat & Tech: pen and brown ink on paper
Dimensions: 27.4 x 42.0 cm
Current Location: British Museum (London, England); 
SL 5218.161

Cat.Level: item     Class: prints  
Work Type: woodcut  Title: Rhinoceros
Creator: Albrecht Dürer
Mat & tech: woodcut on paper;
Dimensions: 24.8 x 31.7 cm
Current Location: British Museum (London, 
England); PD 1895-1-22-714.

study is

study for

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCOCONA ID 700008536 CONA ID 700008537 

Associative Relationships

Work Type: woodcut  
Title: Rhinoceros
Creator: Albrecht Dürer

Work Type: drawing 
Title: Rhinoceros in profile to left 
Creator: Albrecht Dürer

• Only clear, directly related works should be linked to each other



Cat.Level: item
Work Type: photograph
Title: Case Study House No. 21
Creator: Julius Shulman
General Subject: architecture
Specific Subject: Case Study House 
No. 21
Current Location: GRI Special 
Collections, Getty Center (Los 
Angeles, California); 2004.R.10-
26622-32-LF

Cat.Level: item
Work Type: architectural drawing
Title: Case Study House No. 21
Creator:  Pierre Koenig
General Subject: architecture
Specific Subject: Case Study House 
No. 21
Current Location: GRI Special 
Collections, Getty Center (Los 
Angeles, California) 2006.M.30-

CONA ID 700000090   Cat.level: item 
Work Type: house 
Title: Case Study House No. 21b 
Title: Bailey House  Title: CSH #21
Creator: architect: Pierre Koenig 
Creation Date: 1956-1958; renovated 1998 
Dimensions: 1 story, 1320 square feet, 4 rooms and 2 baths, on a 110 x 160 
foot lot
Mat & Tech: and Techniques: steel frame and flat roof deck
Current Location: Los Angeles (California, USA)  Address: 1635 Woods Drive

photograph

drawinghouse

• Works depicted may be linked
to CONA as Subjects

Linking outside 
your DB

CONA ID 700008539 

CONA ID 700000120 

AAT

AAT

ULAN

ULAN

ULAN

CONA

ULAN

Specific Subject: 
Case Study House No. 21

CONA

Specific Subject: 
Case Study House No. 21

CONA

ULAN

Title: Case Study House No. 21b 
Title: Bailey House  
Title: CSH #21
Creator: architect: Pierre Koenig 

Issues re. Related Works



Issues re. Related Works
Works depicted in visual surrogates

destroyed painting by Rubens

depicts depicts

Velázquez et al copy after Rubens

Destroyed work

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

CONA 700008695CONA 700008694



Catalog Level: item
Class: special collections work Type: rare 
book
Creator: Giorgio Vasari (Italian, 1511-1574) 
Publisher: I Giunti
Title: Vite de’ piu eccellenti pittori, scultori et 
architettori
Title: Le vite de’ piv eccellenti pittori, scvltori, 
et architettori / scritte, & di nuouo ampliate
da M. Giorgio Vasari, pit. et archit. aretino ; 
co’ ritratti loro, et con le nuoue vite dal 1550. 
insino al 1567 ; con tauole copiosissime
de’nomi, dell’opere, e de’luoghi ou’ elle sono. 
Publication Place: Florence
Publication Date: 1568
General Subject: literary 
Specific: biography | artists
Description: 3 pts. in 3 v. : ports. ; 25 cm. (4to) revised, 
expanded and illustrated version of the 1st ed. (Florence 
: Lorenzo Torrentino, 1550).

Edition: 2nd edition

Sources: Mortimer, R. Italian 16th cent., 515 
Notes: R 
Current Location: Getty Research Library (Los Angeles, 
California) 85-B23279
CONA ID 700008591

Catalog Level: item
Class: prints and drawings Work Type: lithograph
Creator: Claes Oldenburg 
Title: Typewriter Eraser
Creation Date: 1970
Current Location: National Gallery of Art 
(Washington, DC);
Dimensions: 31.1 x 24.1 cm (12 1/4 x 9 1/2 inches)
Mat & Tech: 3-color lithograph on Rives BFK paper

Edition: 100/100

Facture: Colors or Sequence 1. pink (aluminum), 2. transparent 
red-brown (stone), 3. green-black (stone) 
General Subject: utilitarian objects  Type: description
Specific: eraser
NGA Accession Number 1991.74.182; 38.18; © Gemini G.E.L. 
and the Artist; Catalogue Number 38.18; Gemini Work Number 
CO70-310; Old Gemini Catalogue Number 182
Description: Edition 100 plus 20 AP, RTP, PP II, 3 GEL, C. 
Collaboration and Supervision Kenneth Tyler; Processing and 
Proofing Kenneth Tyler; Edition Printing Charles Ritt assisted by 
Andrew Vlady, Richard Wilke
CONA ID 700008592

Edition: An indication of the placement of a work in the context of prior or later issuances of 
multiples of the same work. Edition either identifies a specific work in the context of a group 
issued at the same time, or defines an issuance of a work in relation to previous and subsequent 
editions.

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO
Edition: 2nd edition

Edition: 100/100

Issues re. Works in Multiples• Record the Edition 
of prints or books



Issues re. Works in Multiples
CONA ID 700008589  Catalog Level: item  Class: prints and drawings 
Work Type: drypoint
Title: Christ Presented to the People
Creator: Rembrandt  van Rijn) (Dutch, 1606–1669)  Mat & Tech: 
drypoint
State: 2:8
Current Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, New 
York); Gift of Felix M. Warburg and his family, 1941 (41.1.34).
Description: The Roman governor Pontius Pilate on the dais points 
to Christ at his side as he asks the people whether he should 
release Barrabas or Christ (Matthew 27:21–23). Just as fascinating 
as the riveting central subject of this powerful print are the varied 
characters, attitudes, and poses to be found within the crowd of 
spectators witnessing the event from the street below and the 
surrounding windows. Rembrandt composed this print entirely in 
drypoint, which accounts for the velvety quality of many of the 
lines. With drypoint, Rembrandt could combine the immediacy of 
drawing with the ability to print many impressions of a single 
image. This impression was printed on Japan paper, whose yellow 
tone bathes the scene in a warm light. The standard-size Japan 
sheet was smaller than Rembrandt's printing plate, but the 
printmaker solved this dilemma by adding an extra strip of paper to 
the top of the sheet.

CONA ID 700008590 Catalog Level: item  Class: prints and 
drawings 
Work Type: drypoint
Title: Christ Presented to the People
Creator: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669)  Mat & Tech: 
drypoint;
State: 8:8
Dimensions: 13 3/4 x 17 15/16 in. (34.9 x 45.6 cm)
Current Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, 
New York); Gift of Felix M. Warburg and his family, 1941 
(41.1.36)
Description: Rembrandt treated this large drypoint almost as 
a painting, making marked changes to the composition as he 
reconceived the scene over and over. In the sixth state of the 
print, he removed much of the original crowd that stood 
directly below the main event and replaced it with two brick 
arches over an unidentified chasm. Between the arches he 
also added a sculpted male figure, lightly covered over in this, 
the final, state. The iconographic significance of these 
changes remains a mystery, but compositionally they serve to 
thrust the viewer into direct confrontation with Christ's fat

State: For a work that was created as multiples, 
an indication of the relationship of the state of 
the work to other stages of the multiples 

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

State: 2:8

State: 8:8

• May also describe 
the Multiple, even 
each State, as a 
conceptual work, 
as a separate 
record

• Then link the 
records for these 
individual physical 
works to the 
records for the 
conceptual 
entities



Issues re. Works in Multiples
• Works that 

are multiples 
can be linked 
to CONA

• Note that 
each item, in 
various 
repositories, 
is cataloged 
as a unique 
work

• Then linked 
to record for 
the Multiple 
concept 
or to the 
State

CONA ID 700008519 
Catalog Level: multiples
Classification: prints and drawings
Work Type: drypoints
Title: Christ Presented to the People
Creator: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669)
Description: Rembrandt treated this large 
drypoint almost as a painting, making marked 
changes to the composition as he reconceived …

Catalog Level: multiples
Work Type: drypoints
Title: Christ Presented to the People
Title: Ecce Homo
Title: Ostentatio Christi
Title: Jésus présenté au peuple
Creator: Rembrandt



Issues re. Works in Multiples
• Works that 

are multiples 
can be linked 
to CONA

CONA ID 700008519 
Catalog Level: multiples
Classification: prints and drawings
Work Type: drypoints
Title: Christ Presented to the People
Creator: Rembrandt van Rijn (Dutch, 1606–1669)
Description: Rembrandt treated this large 
drypoint almost as a painting, making marked 
changes to the composition as he reconceived …

State: 1 
State: 2
State: 3
State: 4
State: 5 
State: 6
State: 7
State: 8

Catalog Level: multiples
Work Type: drypoints
Title: Christ Presented to the People
Title: Ecce Homo
Title: Ostentatio Christi
Title: Jésus présenté au peuple
Creator: Rembrandt



Other Categories of Fields

• Credit Line
• Provenance / Ownership History
• Exhibition / Loan History
• Context / Architectural Context
• Copyright Restrictions
• Conservation History
• Condition History
• Cataloging History
• Related Visual Documentation
• Related Textual Documentation

MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

• Inscription
• Watermarks
• Marks
• Creation Numbers
• Events
• Style
• Culture
• Descriptive Note
• Sources
• Images



MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, 

Q & A: 
Questions from the Audience



Thank you.

Patricia Harpring
Managing Editor

Getty Vocabulary Program

pharpring@getty.edu
vocab@getty.edu 

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/
MS, Rare Books , prints etc. re. Getty Vocabs, CDWA, CCO

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/
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