
  www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/index.html contact us: vocab@getty.edu 
© J. Paul Getty Trust             The Getty Vocabularies: AAT, ULAN, TGN, CONA, IA    August 2016 

  

TGN, the Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names®, includes names, 
relationships, dates, sources, and coordinates for current & historical 
cities, nations, empires, archaeological sites, & physical features. 

 
 

 TGN is multilingual 
 The scope is global; it ranges from prehistory to the present 
 TGN focuses on places important to art and material culture 
 Major subdivisions include current continents and nations 
 TGN includes historical cities, nations, and empires 
 TGN includes real places, not mythical or legendary 
 However, TGN includes formerly inhabited places and historical places with 

unknown exact locations (i.e., “lost settlements”) 
 TGN is a thesaurus, compliant with international standards for thesaurus construction; it 

contains hierarchical (polyhierarchical), equivalence, & associative relationships 
 TGN includes current and historical relationships 
 TGN is not a GIS (Geographic Information System), but may be linked to maps & GIS  
 TGN grows through contributions from the expert user and scholar communities 
 Contributors and sources are cited 
 For more information and current status, see the following: 

 www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn_in_depth.pdf 
 www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/guidelines/index.html#tgn 

 Current totals: 2,517,700 records; 4,063,290 names 
 Consult the Getty vocabularies free of charge on the Getty Web site 
 TGN is available as Linked Open Data (LOD), published as JSON, JSONLD, RDF, 

N3/Turtle, N-Triples under Open Data Commons Attribution License (ODC-By) 1.0 
 Alternatively, APIs and data files in XML or relational tables formats are available 
 

Discover, link, access, retrieve, research, catalogue, index 

Getty Thesaurus of 
Geographic Names ® 

The Getty Vocabularies 


