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AAT, the Art & Architecture Thesaurus®, includes generic terms, 
relationships, sources, and scope notes for work types, materials, 
styles, cultures, processes, techniques, activities, roles, and  
abstract concepts. 

 
 

 AAT is multilingual; large translation projects are underway 
 The scope is global 
 AAT includes generic terms to describe art, architecture, decorative arts, design, 

artifacts, other material culture, visual surrogates, archival materials, archaeology, 
and conservation 

 The major subdivisions (facets) are Associated concepts; Physical attributes; Styles, 
periods, cultures; Agents by generic role; Activities, processes, techniques; Materials; 
Object types; and Brand names  

 AAT is a thesaurus, compliant with international standards for thesaurus construction 
 AAT contains hierarchical (polyhierarchical), equivalence, & associative relationships 
 AAT grows through contributions from the expert user and scholar communities 
 Contributors and sources are cited 
 For more information and current status, see the following: 

 www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat_in_depth.pdf 
 www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/guidelines/index.html#aat 

 Current totals: 57,500 records, 356,000 terms 
 Consult the Getty vocabularies free of charge on the Getty Web site 
 AAT is available as Linked Open Data (LOD), published as JSON, JSONLD, RDF, 

N3/Turtle, N-Triples under Open Data Commons Attribution License (ODC-By) 1.0 
 Alternatively, APIs and data files in XML or relational tables formats are available 
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