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AAT in German 

-  Update 2011 
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AAT Translation testphase 2010 

  
– 149 subjects from the AAT 
– 311 German terms 
– 110 scope notes translated 
– 46 forum entries = questions 

– 24 new terms, related to AAT subjects 
through narrowMatch or closeMatch 
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Following the AAT translation 
testphase 2010, work concentrated 
on:  
 
•   thesaurus data model and exchange 

format: vocnet 
 
•   and the software tool: xTree for 

 vocabulary management 
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vocnet extends museumvok by 

-  concept groupings (categories/facets, node labels) 

-  term-term-relationships 

-  more term attributes  

-  types of notes 

-  A separate entry for qualifiers (controlled) 

-  specialization of associative relationships 

 

 

http://www.jlindenthal.de/vocnet/ (still in progress) 

 

 

vocnet extensions of museumvok vocnet extensions of museumvoc 
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vocnet UML model vocnet UML model 
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Vocnet: 
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•  Work on vocnet and on xTree respects  
 
the rules of  
ISO 25964 – 1 (published) and – 2 (draft, 
to be published soon) 
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xTree: vocabulary management 
tool 
 •  web-based 

•  suitable for distributed work 
•  concept-based – unique URI 
•  preferred and non-preferred labels, customisable 

for display 
•  consistency checks (doublet control, refuse of 

circles, etc.) 
•  webservice based on vocnet exchange format 
•  exchange format compatible with SKOS, 

BS8723-5 model 
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   xTree: vocabulary management 
tool 
 •  interface is available in English 

•  handles multilingual vocabularies 
•  contains more than 30 different vocabularies (at present, 

mainly in German, but some English stuff, too) and is 
used by several groups working on different vocabularies 

•  vocabulary for the tool is handled in the tool itself 
•  it is run by Digicult eG  (a registered co-operative for 

museum services, Northern Germany, Kiel,  
the SIG Documentation of the German Museum 
Association is a partner) 
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•  xTree builds on, and extends, the scope of 
the format „museumvok“ which is 
presently used to run the German website 
„www.museumsvokabular.de“ 

•  whose purpose is to provide museum 
vocabulary schemes (pdf or XML 
downloads) for the German museum 
community 
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•  The xTree management of vocabulary 
resources looks as following:  

11/07/11 



11/07/11 

ITWG, Monika Hagedorn-Saupe & Axel 
Ermert, SMB, German AAT Update 7 

Prof.  Monika  Hagedorn-­‐‑Saupe,  Axel  Ermert	
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Institut  für  Museumsforschung  SMB-­‐‑PK	


xTree 
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data record can contain images AAT in German 

Under development: image handeling 
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Controlled list of qualifiers for event-type in several languages 
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Mappings from German 
vocabularies to the AAT 

•  Jewish Museum Berlin 
        and 
•  Landschaftsverband Rheinland (regional 

authority „Rhineland“) 

 already map to more than 1.000 AAT 
concepts 
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Issues 

-  AAT in xTree needs to be updated without 
loosing work already done 

      Best through webservice? 
 
- Can we get a list of German terms already 

in the AAT? 
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Note field: 

Note 
•  AAT provides one type of note which equals skos:note 

and vocnet:note.  
•  These notes may factually comprise two types of notes: 

a definitional scope note, clarifying the meaning, and an 
instructional scope note, providing guidance on its use.  

•  The vocnet format allows for a specified recording and 
display of these two types of notes.  
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Questions: 

 
 
•  Will the AAT provide URIs? 
•  Can we think of more lead-in terms for 

German language? 
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Basic data in xTree : example Basic data in xTree 
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"Oblate (Kunst)" is a type of "Luxuspapier"; there 
is no equivalent term for "Luxuspapier" in the 
AAT; the scope of "luxury paper" in common 
language seems to be broader than that of 
"Luxuspapier". 

In German culture, chromolithographs and 
"Poesiealbum" are closely related. There is no 
entry for "Poesiealbum" in the AAT (the notion is 
similar to "friendship books", or "autograph 
books"). Should an entry be suggested in those 
cases? 

Relations in xTree : example 

Relations in xTree 

activity/event producing is  chromolithography  
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Mappings in xTree : example Mappings in xTree 
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Forum in xTree : example Forum in xTree 
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False friend: 
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Question of hierarchy 
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Next steps 

•  Continue with parts of the AAT (existing terms, 
or better concentrate on individual hierarchies, 
or both) 

 
•  Include translation into research projects: One 

topic could be „Architecture“  (possible co-
operation with the Kunstbibliothek SMB-PK) 

•  Possible co-operation with Italy and Finland 
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                         Thank you ! 
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