
12/12/2011

1

Getty Thesaurus of i i fArt & Architecture 

Status Report Status Report 
on the on the Getty VocabulariesGetty Vocabularies

Getty Thesaurus of 
Geographic Names ®

Union List of 
Artist Names ®

Art & Architecture 
Thesaurus ®

Cultural Objects 
Name Authority ®

International Terminology Working Group Meeting

November 2011

Patricia Harpring, Managing Editor Getty Vocabularies

1 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

Table of Contents

 Update of accomplishments since August 2010

 Usage of the Getty Vocabularies

 Editorial Statistics

 ULAN editorial news

 TGN editorial news

 AAT editorial news

 CONA editorial news

 Answering Editorial Issues Presented by Participants

2 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring



12/12/2011

2

The Getty The Getty VocabulariesVocabularies

• AAT terms = generic concepts 
• (e g watercolors amphora)

http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/index.html

• (e.g., watercolors, amphora)
• TGN names = administrative, physical places

• (e.g., Los Angeles, Ottoman Empire, Bavarian Alps)

• ULAN = person, corporate body names
• (e.g., Christopher Wren, Altobelli & Molins)

• CONA = titles/names of art and architecture
• (e.g., Mona Lisa, Empire State Building)

 All four focus on the visual arts and architecture
 Grow through contributions from the user community
 Compiled, maintained, distributed by the Getty Vocabulary Program, a unit 

of the Getty Research Institute (GRI) in Los Angeles

3 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

Usage of Usage of 
the Getty Vocabulariesthe Getty Vocabularies
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UsageUsage

July 11 Aug 11 Sept 11 Total

• We track monthly usage of our Web site
• Google Analytics run by head of market research, Communications
• Sometimes problematic, but allows us to be compared with other Getty sites

July-11 Aug-11 Sept-11 Total
AAT Page Views 92,230 87,409 94,277 273,916
TGN Page Views 48,370 45,500 51,336 145,206
ULAN Page Views 82,120 101,740 87,734 271,594
Total Page Views: 222,720 234,649 233,347 690,716
AAT Users 2,956 2,687 3,222 8,865
TGN Users 3,452 3,546 3,768 10,766
ULAN Users 5,215 5,400 5,903 16,518
Total Users: 11,623 11,633 12,893 36,149
AAT Visits: 9,956 9,737 10,047 29,740, , , ,
TGN Visits 8,591 8,941 9,063 26,595
ULAN Visits 14,880 15,405 15,837 46,122
Total Visits: 33,427 34,083 34,947 102,457

AAT Searches 38,359 38,778 43,805 120,942
TGN Searches 22,505 21,499 37,224 81,228
ULAN Searches 48,581 52,392 53,121 154,094
Total Searches: 109,445 112,669 134,150 356,264
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Top page views Getty-wide

• Getty vocabulary main page and the three search pages (AAT, TGN, 
ULAN) are consistently among the top pages viewed Getty-wide (out of 
over 4,000 pages tracked)
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Top  page views at GRI

• Getty vocabulary pages are at the very top of GRI page views
• Also usually Intro to Metadata, Intro to Controlled Vocabularies online books
• CDWA, from which CCO is derived

7 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Map showing locations of heaviest usage
• Most users are located in North America, Europe, Asia, Australia 

and New Zealand, and South America, among other places
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UsageUsage

AAT July TGN July ULAN July

9,956 visits from 77 8,591 visits from 14,880 visits from 
countries 101 countries 85 countries

Country Visits Country Visits Country Visits
United States 6,834 United States 4,463 United States 8,665

Taiwan 908
United 
Kingdom 655

United 
Kingdom 1,387

Canada 421 Germany 596 Germany 714
United Kingdom 308 Canada 379 Italy 702
German 212 Switzerland 351 France 656
Austalia 166 Spain 240 Canada 418
Lithuania 147 Italy 207 Belgium 264
Spain 112 France 176 Spain 193
Chile 102 Australia 176 Poland 163
Netherlands 87 Netherlands 136 Netherlands 161
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LicensingLicensing

 Usage for licensees is not tracked in terms of the audience Usage for licensees is not tracked, in terms of the audience 
reached by vendors and others implementing the 
vocabularies

 248 institutions have current licenses for the Getty 
vocabularies
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 160 AAT licenses

 148 TGN licenses

 103 ULAN licenses
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Editorial Statistics
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Our focus over the last year Our focus over the last year 

•Increased multilingualityIncreased multilinguality

•Processing contributions

•Implementing CONA
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Small staff, big resultsSmall staff, big results
 We have a small staff, 
 but due to contributor support,
 hard work and dedication of editors setting of priorities and ITS hard work and dedication of editors, setting of priorities, and ITS 

technical support 
 we edit and create a large number of records per year.

Patricia Harpring Antonio Beecroft Robin Johnson Jon Ward

The Getty Vocabulary Program
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Records edited per quarterRecords edited per quarter
Jul (17 
days)

Aug (21 
days)

Sep (19 
days) Totals

AAT records 551 343 611 1,505
AAT it ti 22 68 84 174AAT citations 22 68 84 174
ULAN records 2,220 2,266 1,272 5,758
ULAN citations 25 36 36 97
TGN records 14 7 2,345 2,366
TGN citations 6 2 0 8
CONA records 0 1 0 1
CONA citations 0 0 0
Total Edited 2,838 2,723 4,348 9,909
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• Primary work includes processing contributions; creating new records as necessary
• Moving, merging, researching and filling in fields
• Pace of work is guided by quotas 

• required quotas per editor vary depending upon task
• Some tasks are faster than others, determined by priorities; e.g., TGN “moving” above
• Aided by global editing requested of our ITS support team (Gregg Garcia)
• We also assist in system specifications, testing, workshops, publications
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• We write and maintain the 
extensive editorial manuals are 
available online

• many pages, PPTs, FAQ, other 
documentation

�2010 J. Paul Getty Trust15 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

Status of DB recordsStatus of DB records
AAT
edited or added since Sept  2010
32,627

ULAN
edited or added since Sept  2010
79,890

all records: 50,007
candidates: 14,690
terms: 247,885

TGN
edited or added since Sept  2010
451,883

all records: 249,240
candidates: 39,016
terms: 636,676

CONA
edited or added since Sept  2010
143 (not counting test loads)

all records: 1,348,067
candidates: 345,734
terms: 1,887,748

143 (not counting test loads)

all records: 143
candidates:  8
terms:  255

IA: 86

16 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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Bulk data loadsBulk data loads
contributor contribution total recs automerged processing notes

AAT
Oct 2007 CHIN French terms 2556 0 processed
March 2008 ICCD Italian terms 12188 0 issues
April 2010 DIBAM Spanish terms 30976 30976 processed
Sep 2010 TELDAP Chinese terms 17 0 processed
Nov 2010 RKD Dutch terms 30868 30868 processedNov 2010 RKD Dutch terms 30868 30868 processed
ULAN
August 2008 Witt Library artists 64652 xxxxx in process
June 2009 Avery Index architects & firms 89115 18176 processed
June 2010 Provenance Index artists 5288 1444 do soon
Sept 2010 Fine Arts Lib, I.U. repositories 12939 0 processed
Nov 2010 Grove Art artists 16604 10598 in process
Jan 2011 ARTstor artists & repositories 7,701 xxxxx pending processing
Feb 2011 GRI Library artists 12860 6322 in process

GRI Spec Coll artists 3057 71 next to do
TGN
June 2010 NGA (NIMA) Italy 25985 5629 almost
O 20 0 G ( ) G 20 6 9 3 dOct 2010 NGA (NIMA) Greece 20461 943 processed

Germany 157785 8657 issue
Nov 2010 NGA (NIMA) Belgium 20238 1030 processed

Netherlands 17004 1043 processed
Feb 2011 NGA (NIMA) Mexico 92880 4452 issue

Spain 40616 2545 issue
Chile 32936 844 processed

Sep 2011 NGA (NIMA) Taiwan 36575 2618 in process
United Kingdom 25465 8189 in process

CONA
Aug 2011 JPGM Museum test records 165 0 for testing only
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VCS ULAN 

• Bulk loads: Mapping from one database 
to the Vocabulary databases

• Much work and tweaking may be required
• Loading, testing load, fixing problems
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• Contributions to our vocabularies are vetted, 
managed, edited, augmented, merged with 
existing data, placed into hierarchies and 
other relationships, and published by the 
Getty Vocabulary Program. y y g

Batch loading of data
From various systems 
or from online forms

In our prescribed format

VCS: Processing Data
Searching, Merging
Editing/adding info
Moving/adding links

Exporting Data
Reports for 

quality control
Reports for
work flow

Release formats
Web, XML, Rel Tables

19 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

ULAN Editorial News
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names
Shitao
Daoji
Yuanji

Elements of a ULAN record Elements of a ULAN record 

roles
artist

life dates
Birth: 1642 
Death: 1707

geographic location
Guilin (Guangxi, 

China)
Yangzhou 

(Jiangsu, China)
Tao-chi  
Shih-t'ao
Zhu, Ruoji
Dadizi
Kuguahesh
ang
石涛
釋道
Qingxiangl
aoren

artist
500014514

painter
calligrapher nationalities

Chinese
Qing

related people
collaborated with 
Wang Yuanqi

Daoji. Winding Stream. Leaf 5 from "Album for 
Liu Shitou (Liu Lang). Qing dynasty, dated 
1703. Ink and color on paper. Museum of Fine 
Arts (Boston, Massachusetts). Accession 
number: 48.11.5..

note: Most commonly referred to as 
Daoji or Shitao in modern Western 
sources, although he himself preferred 
the name Yuanji. He was a descendant 
of the Ming dynasty (1368–1644) 
imperial Zhu family. In 1645, fleeing 
from invading Manchu troops, he fled to 
Buddhist monastic life in Quanzhou, 
Guangxi Province. Many of the 
sobriquets Daoji adopted sprang from 
his connection with Buddhism. ...

sources
Library of Congress Name 

Authority Headings (2002-) 
Grove Art Online (2008-)
Cheng, Shitao 1642-1707: La 

Saveur (1998)
Hay, Shitao: Painting and 

Modernity (2001)
21 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

•ULAN contributions

 ULAN artists from Grove Art, Indiana University, Avery Index,ULAN artists from Grove Art, Indiana University, Avery Index, 
Witt at Courtauld, ARTstor, Provenance Index, the GRI Library
and Special Collections
 Processing the Getty loads are top priority so that the names can be 

used in “Big Search,” searching resources via Getty Gateway

22 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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ULAN by contributorULAN by contributor

23 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Large data loads for ULAN artists and corporate bodies

ULAN by contributorULAN by contributor

“non-candidate”
= published= published

• Overview of published records by contributor

24 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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ULAN ULAN news and current developmentnews and current development

• Ongoing processing of contributions: GRI library, Special Collections, 
and Provenance artists Witt Library (Courtauld) architects and firmsand Provenance artists. Witt Library (Courtauld), architects and firms 
from Avery Index of Architectural Periodicals, 10,000 repository 
records from VRA/IU project, ARTstor

• Adding artists that are not currently in ULAN, such as PST (Pacific 
Standard Time exhibitions) artists, film makers, mail artists, interior 
design artists, illustrators, calligraphers, etc.

• Adding nonwestern artists, current and historical, including Native 
American, Chinese, Japanese, other Asian, and others 

25 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• ULAN contributions
• Automatically “merged” with 

existing records where possible
• Based on matching of name, 

plus biographical information
• Reports to find duplicate records, 

merge by hand
• If new, move to published hierarchy

26 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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Merging records
Manual or automated merge, vetted 
by VP editors

Patricia Harpring, 2010 © J. Paul Getty Trust27 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Name matches (pivoting on comma, etc.), but do nationality, 
role, and dates match?

• Loader uses tables that were constructed by us to group 
similar characteristics that could be considered 
equivalents for loading only

• “Dutch” and “Netherlandish” are in the same cellDutch  and Netherlandish  are in the same cell
• The general “artist” and specific “painter” are in the 

same cell
• Dates of birth should match within a few years (“ca.”?)

• Clear matches are made automatically
• Near matches are placed in a report for editors’ review

Patricia Harpring, 2010 © J. Paul Getty Trust28 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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 ULAN duplicates
 Missed by loader (data doesn’t meet criteria enough to show up in 

t i lli “ ”)report, e.g., misspelling “muserm”)
 Firms with different names; for modern firms, respect the preferences 

of the firms, separate but linked
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 GRI library artists; distinguished from authors

 Rich variants from Library of Congress Authorities

ULAN ULAN news and current developmentnews and current development

 Rich variants from Library of Congress Authorities

 Also flag of LC preferred name and ID (“control number”)
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ULAN ULAN news and current developmentnews and current development

• Added a new 
facet for non-facet for non
artists, to 
facilitate CONA 
and other 
implementations 
where control of 
donors, sitters, , ,
and other people 
are required

• Long requested 
by users

31 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Person, Artists facet includes named people and anonymous masters
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•Unknown Artists facet includes cultural appellations, oeuvre not known
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•Corporate Body facet includes firms, ateliers, repositories, etc.
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• Administrative repository of the work is a Corporate Body
• Building that houses the corporate body is in CONA, even if 

it h thit has the same name

35 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

NGA building in CONA NGA corp. body in ULAN

Patricia Harpring, 2010 © J. Paul Getty Trust36 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• NGA in ULAN is linked to NGA in CONA
• AAT-controlled role (in ULAN) and work type (in CONA) are 

h hhomographs

National Gallery  record in CONA
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•Non-Artists facet includes sitters, collectors, patrons, etc.
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• Non-Artists facet may include a few named animals
• Why? Requested by users & a CONA subject indexing requirement

G i thi l i l i AAT (“d ”)• Generic mythical animals go in AAT (“dragons”)
• Mythical named animals go in the CONA IA (“Nemean lion” of the 
labors of Hercules iconography)

39 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Temp. parent for records out of scope for ULAN
• He has a proper name, so he does not go in AAT. Can he go in ULAN?

L d fi i CONA I h A th it b th t• Legendary figures go in CONA Iconography Authority because that 
authority is better suited for linking them with aspects of their 
legends 

• In IA, the story is emphasized rather than biographical facts
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• Saints and other figures from 
legend or myth or having legends 

i t d ith th i th

• Historical figures who are patrons 
of art or otherwise linked to the 
creation of art are in ULAN, 
li k d t CONA AI i f th

associated with them go in the 
CONA Iconography Authority (IA)

41 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

linked to CONA AI insofar as they 
relate to iconographical legends

TGN Editorial News

42 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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ElementsElements of a TGN record of a TGN record 
parent place
Germany

Baveria
Oberbayern

names
Munich 
München
Monaco

place types
inhabited place
state capitalplace Oberbayern

note
Capital of Bavaria and the third-largest city in Germany; 
is situated on both sides of the Isar River, north of the 
Alps  Henry the Lion  duke of Bavaria  established it in 

Monaco
Munichen

dates
founded near an older 
settlement in 1157

state capital

coordinates
48 08 N, 011 35 E

p
7004333

sources
Baedekers: München (1955); Cambridge Italian Dictionary 
(1962); Canby, Historic Places (1984); Columbia Lippincott 
Gazetteer (1961); Enciclopedia Europea (1978); Times Atlas 
of the World (1992); USBGN: Foreign Gazetteers; Webster's 
Geographical Dictionary (1988)

Alps. Henry the Lion, duke of Bavaria, established it in 
1157 as a mint and market for Benedictine monks from 
Tegernsee ...

43 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

•TGN contributions
•Increased multilinguality
•Processing contributions
•Implementing CONAImplementing CONA

 TGN place names from NGA/NIMA (National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (formerly the National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency) for Mexico, Italy, 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Greece, Chile, Spain, 
United Kingdom, Taiwan, and other nations

44 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• TGN loads from National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA/NIMA)
• Loading 196 nations in order of priority, some more difficult than others

TGN by contributorTGN by contributor

45 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

TGN by contributorTGN by contributor

• Overview of published records by contributor
• Small numbers are from online contribution form

46 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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TGN news and current developmentTGN news and current development

• Ongoing projects of processing contributions

• Updating the modern hierarchy of administrative divisions (last done 
in 1998)

47 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• TGN contributions
• Automatically “merged” with 

existing records where possible
• Many are new to TGN, okayed by 

editor and then “moved” to 
published hierarchypublished hierarchy

• Must know the administrative parent (for 
Mexico, level of state not nation)

• ITS programmer, Gregg Garcia, has 
algorithms to determine via coordinates 
the correct state

• Works for many, but not all records

48 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring



12/12/2011

25

Changes to TGN hierarchiesChanges to TGN hierarchies

We may find levels not the same in NGA and TGN

 Either TGN goes to a more precise level of administration Either TGN goes to a more precise level of administration 
(county) than NGA (state)
 Requiring Gregg to help us via algorithm

 Or the NGA data is newer and the administrative levels of 
the nation have actually changed
 E.g., Taiwan has two fewer administrative levels (counties) in newer 

49 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

data

 This means the TGN hierarchies will change

 We do not retain old hierarchical links in such cases, although we do 
include certain historical hierarchies (e.g., Roman Empire, USSR)

Duplicates in TGNDuplicates in TGN
 Most are merged 

during the load, but 
some must be fixed by 
hand

 Retain smaller (older) 
subject_id, but then 
the descriptor needs to 
be changed because 
NGA/NIMA is a more 
reliable source of 
current spelling

ID: 7024957
ID: 7457021

50 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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 If the towns are 
homographs and 
verified as separateverified as separate 
places, we try to 
include a note so users 
will not be confused

E h h E.g., homograghs
“Broken Cross” in 
Cheshire, England.
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TGN news and current developmentTGN news and current development

• Adding archaeological sites 
from GCI and elsewhere, 
W ld H it SitWorld Heritage Site 
names, and other 
historical sites, focusing on 
Asian, Pre-Columbian, 
Middle Eastern, and others

• Building historical 
hierarchies for historicalhierarchies for historical 
nations and empires

52 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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AAT Editorial News

53 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

Elements of an AAT recordElements of an AAT record

scope note

names/terms

travertine
travertine marble 
travertine stone 

h t

related concepts
tufa
onyx marbleconcept

300011329 p
A dense, crystalline 
or microcrystalline 
limestone that was 
formed by the 
evaporation of river 
or spring waters. It 
is named after 
Tivoli (Tibur in 

i )

parent concept
Materials Hierarchy

......limestone

...........sinter

...............travertine

roachstone
lapis tiburtinus

sources
Sturgis, Dictionary of Architecture and Building (1902); 
Roberts, Construction Industry Thesaurus (1976); Brady and 
Clauser, Materials Handbook (1977); Dictionary of Geological 
Terms (1984); Oxford English Dictionary (1989); 
Encyclopaedia Britannica (1973)

Latin)...
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• AAT contributions
 AAT: Dutch translation of the AAT from the RKD (Bureau AAT, 

Netherlands Institute for Art History; The Hague, The Netherlands)

 Updates to the AAT Spanish translation from our Chilean 
colleagues at CDBP-DIBAM (Centro de Documentación de Bienes g (
Patrimoniales (Dirección de Bibliotecas, Archivos y Museos; Santiago, Chile)

 Consultation with TELDAP re. Chinese (Taiwan E-Learning & Digital 
Archives Program (Academia Sinica; Nankang, Taiwan)

 Looking forward to a German translation by IFM (Institute for Museum 
Research - State Museums of Berlin)
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• For AAT includes the large loads of Spanish and Dutch terms

AAT by contributorAAT by contributor

56 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• Example with new 
Dutch and Spanish 
terms

• Scope Notes also 
translated
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Languages in AAT

• Example of new Chinese terms• Example of new Chinese terms 
submitted as test

• note different types of Chinese
• Vocabulary data is now published 

in Unicode

58 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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AAT by contributorAAT by contributor
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AAT number of candidatesAAT number of candidates

• All vocabularies have candidate records awaiting processing
• AAT currently has fewer candidates than TGN or ULAN
• Recent AAT translations are loaded and usually automerged

• Sometimes contributed AAT records are “candidates”; a few guide 
terms were eliminated (i.e., moved to candidate hierarchy

60 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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Increasing Increasing multilingualitymultilinguality

• TGN and ULAN have many thousands of non-English names, although 
the languages are not often flagged and thus cannot be counted

• AAT:  Base language of AAT is American English, but of the 
over 247,885 total terms in AAT 

• Spanish 51,001 
• Dutch 51,814
• French 6,253
• Italian 13,454

B iti h E li h 3 107• British English 3,107
• German 1,760
• Chinese 198
• Portuguese 135 etc. 
(these are total records, including candidates not published; one 
term may be used in multiple languages)
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• Processing Italian terms from 
ICCD (Istituto Centrale per il 
Catalogo e la Documentazione)

• No English equivalent or AAT ID
• Some may be translated and 

merged

Italian term contributionItalian term contribution

dalmatica

62 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

dalmatics

dalmatica
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• Some terms describing Catholic liturgical objects are in the multilingual 
thesaurus posted at the ICCD site

• dalmatica, not dagga (dagger); some are unbound compound terms
• Italian, Spanish, French, Portuguese, English

dalmatica
dalmatica di confraternita
dalmaticella
decina di rosario

63 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Sometimes it is required to make a new record because the 
concept is not in the AAT

•“leggio d’altare” = “missal stand”

64 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• Some are subjects for the CONA 
Iconography Authority

• Christ Falling under the Cross 

65 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Many terms are 
not bound 
compounds

• Needed for local• Needed for local 
indexing, but not 
within scope for 
AAT

• E.g., a type of 
ewer, but in the 
shape of a horse, a 
griffon, a lion, a 
human head, etc.

• per CONA, the 
form is subject, 
not a type of work

66 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• Title: Aquamanile in the Form of a 
Lion

• Language: English
• Title: Acquamanile a forma di

leone
• Language: Italian

• Work Type: aquamanile• Work Type: aquamanile
• Date: ca. 1200
• Creator: unknown North German
• Material: bronze
• Dimensions: 8 5/16 x 3 3/4 x 9 1/8 

inches (23.1 x 12 x 24.5 cm)
• Location: Metropolitan Museum 

of Art (New York City, New York, 

acquamanile, a forma di leone

USA)

Select all works where object 
type = acquamanile and 
subject = lion

67 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Title: Aquamanile in the Form of a 
Lion

• Language: English
• Title: Acquamanile a forma di

leone
• Language: Italian

• Work Type: aquamanile• Work Type: aquamanile
• Date: ca. 1200
• Creator: unknown North German
• Material: bronze
• Dimensions: 8 5/16 x 3 3/4 x 9 1/8 

inches (23.1 x 12 x 24.5 cm)
• Location: Metropolitan Museum 

of Art (New York City, New York, 

acquamanile = UF

USA)

Select all works where object 
type = acquamanile and 
subject = lion

lion = AD68 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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Work Type

• General depicted subject chosen from 
controlled list in CONA

© 2011 © 2011 J. Paul Getty Trust, author: Patricia Harpring. Do not distribute. For educational purposes only.
69 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

General Subject 

• General depicted subject chosen from 
controlled list in CONA

© 2011 © 2011 J. Paul Getty Trust, author: Patricia Harpring. Do not distribute. For educational purposes only.
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12/12/2011

36

• Controlled by 
the AAT, “lion”

• LINK to AAT 

71 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

Bust of Jacob van Reygersberg
Rombout Verhulst; 1671; marble; height: 24 3/4 

inches; J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles, 
California); 84.SA.743

• Subjects that are historical people (vs. 
fictional) are controlled by ULANfictional) are controlled by ULAN

• Issue: Scope of ULAN is artists, architectural firms, repositories
• Facet for non-artists has been added in ULAN, to record patrons and 

sitters, etc.; had already included many patrons, rulers, etc.
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Boy Viewing Mount Fuji
Katsushika Hokusai, (Japanese, 1760-1849); 
1839, Edo period; ink and color on silk; height: 
127.0 width: 69.2 cm; Freer Sackler Museums, 
Smithsonian Institution; Washington (DC); Gift of 
Charles Lang Freer; F1898.110

• Physical features (e.g., mountains) and administrative places (e.g., cities, 
empires) are controlled by TGN

unique ID of record
type
descriptive note
date for subject

names
multiple languages
qualifier
unique ID of name
languages
source

links to sources
to AAT, TGN, ULAN, CONA  IA

© 2011 © 2011 J. Paul Getty Trust, author: Patricia Harpring. Do not distribute. For educational purposes only.
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AAT news and current developmentAAT news and current development

 Processing contributions
 Methods of receiving updates from and to the AAT are Methods of receiving updates from and to the AAT are 

being worked out = procedures and Web services
 Adding film genre and other related terms; keeping up to 

date with new media where technology used in artwork is 
rapidly changing; adding terms used in the PST

 Strategizing the contribution of additional terms required 
for the conservation communityfor the conservation community

 Adding styles, work types, tools, and materials for non-
Western art, contemporary art, decorative arts, and others

 Corporate body counterparts for building types (e.g., 
museums (buildings), museums (institutions))

75 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

AAT news and current developmentAAT news and current development

 Adding images
 Currently we do not release images with licensed datay g
 But they clarify and enhance the online experience of our users
 Store small images or URL links in VCS

76 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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 Contributor question:

 Are legendary animals by

AAT news and current developmentAAT news and current development

Are legendary animals by 
general type within scope of 
the AAT? Yes.

 Animalia not strictly a 
scientific taxonomy
 Real named animals would go in 

ULAN (racehorse Secretariat)

 Legendary named animals would 
go in CONA IA (Nemean lion)

77 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

AAT for ConservationAAT for Conservation

 We are training GCI 
editors to work in the AATeditors to work in the AAT

 The conservation 
community will contribute 
to the AAT

 New facet was added for 
Brand Names
 Normally AAT does not Normally AAT does not 

include proper names, but 
there were already dozens of 
exceptions for brand names

78 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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All UFs should be synonymsAll UFs should be synonyms

 In many legacy AAT records, UFs were related terms, but 
not true synonymsnot true synonyms

 This causes problems
 there is inconsistency across the AAT 

 it makes it difficult for users who wish to use a UF rather than 
Descriptor (UF may have slightly different meaning than in SN)

 makes translation difficult

 AAT will gradually put these nonsynonymous UFs in newAAT will gradually put these nonsynonymous UFs in new 
records with their own descriptors

 Will be linked to the original record where necessary

 So far, the materials under “wood” were corrected

79 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

 Left image contains the current terms, after editing

 Right image illustrates non-synonyms formerly in the recordg g y y y
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 The nonsynonyms were deleted from “boxwood” and put in separate 
records, as narrower contexts or as a species in Living Organisms

• Deletions are noted in Revision History

82 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• New record for genus (or species, if appropriate) is 
linked back to “boxwood (wood)”

83 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• The record for the genus or species may have homographic terms 
for the common name

• Now qualifiers are required
• (scientific and common terms are flagged in Living Organisms)
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• In addition to large 
contributors, terms in 
other languages may 
come from other 
sources 

• e.g., CHIN (French), 
BHA (French), ICCD 
(Italian) and(Italian), and 
published sources, 
such as MFA Cameo

85 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Translations of material terms
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Editorial issues for contributorsEditorial issues for contributors

 Add qualifiers (‘bedden’)
87 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

 We require qualifiers for all homographs

 Qualifier should be in language of the term; but may be Qualifier should be in language of the term; but may be 
temporarily in English if necessary
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Some guide terms removedSome guide terms removed

• Small number of 
idguide terms were 

moved to candidate 
“temp.parent,” 
because they  had 
few or no children 
and thus served 
very little purpose 
and cluttered up 
the hierarchy

89 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

the hierarchy

• “Landforms by position” was 
confusing and ambiguous to 
users, because it was 
inconsistent, the same landform 
could often go under multiplecould often go under multiple 
guide terms; there were very 
few or no children under the 
guide terms

• Better to link similar things by 
Associative Relationships if 
necessary

90 Getty Vocabularies: 
Status November 2011

90 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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 Bottom line: Data changes for various reasons, and 

Editorial issues for contributorsEditorial issues for contributors

contributors should be alerted

 Procedures need to be developed for discussing 
required updates, e.g., editing scope notes or adding 
qualifiers
 Noted in the Revision History, but how to effect changes? VP or 

timely intervention by original contributor?timely intervention by original contributor?

 Set up online method to discuss issues, clarify policies

 Details are for discussion later with primary contributors

91 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

CONA Editorial News

92 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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Elements of a CONA record 

d t

creators
Anthemios of Tralles
and Isidoros of 
Meletus, the Elder 

titles/names
Hagia Sophia
Holy Wisdom
Ayasofya
Agia Sofia

work types
church
mosque
museum

notes
N hi i f h li

materials
original structure 
dated from 4th 
century CE; present 
structure built 532-
537 CE; rebuilt in 
12th century 
measurements

t l d di t

date
present 
structure 
built 532-
537 CE; 
rebuilt in 
12th 
century

work
700000141

Agia Sophia
Haghia Sophia
Sancta Sophia
Sancta Sapientia
Saint Sophia

Nothing remains of the earlier 
two basilicas on this site: a 4th-
century church and a 5th-century 
one built by Constantius…

current location
Istanbul (Marmara region, Turkey)
latitude/longitude

sources
Fletcher, History of Architecture (1987)
Maistone, Hagia Sophia: Architecture 
Structure and Liturgy (1997)

central dome: diameter 
31 meters (102 feet); 
height 56 meters (184 
feet)

y

subject
architecture
Holy Wisdom

93 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

CONACONA developmentdevelopment

™

94 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

 Editorial system and import schema are completed
 Editorial manuals are online
 XML contribution schema online; online form in development
 We will give workshops at conferences to train contributors
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• Ongoing testing and entering 143 records into the g g g g
CONA VCS

• Adding terminology to the CONA Iconography 
Authority (IA)

• Development and testing of CONA loader, contribution 
schema, and controlled lists

95 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• Example of CONA record
• We tested new editorial system
• Entered sample data by hand for several 

hundred records
• Tested rules, based on CCO/CDWA

96 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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CONA Iconography AuthorityCONA Iconography Authority

• Hierarchical
• Linked to the other vocabularies

Literature, religion/mythology, 
events – iconography not covered 
by  AAT, TGN, ULAN per CCO/CDWA

97 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring97 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

• In addition to compliance with ISO and NISO 
for controlled vocabularies

• CONA complies with entity relationship 
diagram for CCO/CDWA

• ULAN, TGN, AAT are linked to CONA

ULAN

Linked to Getty 
Vocabularies

AAT

TGN
Work Records

Source Records

Iconography
Authority

98 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring



12/12/2011

50

 
Patricia HarpringPatricia Harpring
Managing EditorManaging Editor
Getty Vocabulary ProgramGetty Vocabulary Program
pharpring@getty.edupharpring@getty.edu

1200 Getty Center Drive1200 Getty Center Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90049Los Angeles, CA 90049g ,g ,
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Editorial Issues

 Topic for later discussion: 
 Should VP add qualifier or make very minor word change toShould VP add qualifier or make very minor word change to 

contributed SN?
 Or wait until contributor edits the records and resubmits them?
 Problems occur if the lag time in corrected records from 

contributors is great, causing confusion with unqualified 
homographs in the meantime

 Plus, the contributor may not be the only source of the term, so 
VP may get the qualifier from another sourceVP may get the qualifier from another source

 Will contributor have time to edit SNs? 
 Scope notes
 species vs genus, species name wrong
 noted in revision history

100 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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• New record for genus (or species, if appropriate) is 
linked back to “boxwood (wood)”

101 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring

102 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring



12/12/2011

52

Note: Wood of trees belonging to the genus Khaya, native to 
Africa It has a pink heartwood when freshly sawn which darkensAfrica. It has a pink heartwood when freshly sawn, which darkens 
to a pinkish-brown to a deep red. It closely resembles true 
mahogany. It is used for making cabinets, musical instruments, 
veneer, furniture, boat planking and cabins, banisters, and 
handrails.

Dutch ..... Hout van de boom behorende tot het genus Khaya, 
inheems in Afrika. Net gezaagd heeft het roze kernhout, dat
verdonkert naar kleuren variërend van rozeachtig bruin tot 
dieprood. Het wordt gebruikt voor het maken van meubilair, fineer, 
dekken en kooien van schepen, balustraden en trapleuningen.  

Spanish ..... Madera del árbol perteneciente al género Khaya, 
nativo de Africa. Tiene un duramen rosado recién aserrado, que
se oscurece hasta alcanzar un marrón rosado a rojo profundo. Es 
utilizado en la fabricación de muebles, chapas, planchas y 
cabinas de bote, balaustradas y pasamanos. 

aat

• DIBAM term now “candidate” because 
the level was deleted
A t ll “ d” t 300265270• Actually “moved” to 300265270 
<temp.parent/to-be-deleted>

104 Getty Vocabularies: Status November 2011 Patricia Harpring
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Qualifiers

» Language

Make the qualifier in the language of the term. If it is not possible to use the 
language of the term, the qualifier may be made in English as a temporary 
measure pending the replacement with a qualifier in the language of the term.
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Q1:Could Chinese terms in adjective form become
non-preferred terms? 

Noun
Adj.
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What are the principles for AAT to choose terms in other 
forms as substitutive terms

 The terms selected are supposed to be only in noun 
form, but sometimes terms in adjective form can be 
substitutive terms

(e.g., Buddhist can substitute Buddhism;  existentialist can 
substitute existentialism; humorous can substitute humor)
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Ｑ2：Can a non-preferred term in English become a preferred term in 
Chinese according to popularity? 

Cellular telephones (Prefer term)
Xing dong dian huaXing dong dian hua

Cell phone (non-preferred term)
shou ji

 If it is a professional term, it is better to make preferred term support by 
academic references; however, if it is a common term for daily usage, the 
most popular term could be preferred.

 If it is a professional term, it is better to make preferred term support by 
academic references; however, if it is a common term for daily usage, the 
most popular term could be preferred.

http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/guidelines/a
at_3_3_terms_names.html

UF: Flag the “common term”
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 Additional issues to be answered off line

 Note: Scientific study of the material remains of past human life and 
activities, including human artifacts from the very earliest stone tools to 
the man-made objects that are buried or thrown away in the present day. 
Archaeological investigations are a principal source of knowledge of 
prehistoric, ancient, and extinct cultures.

Archaeology
There are many different 
kinds of archaeologies 
below this hierarchy position

Exceptions: 
Archaeometallurgy
Archaeobotany
Zooarchaeology
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Co ld almonries(instit tion) be Could almonries(institution) be 
arranged under the hierarchy of 
health and welfare institution?

The scope note content error – Yellow  color

•Associate Professor, 
Department of Information 
and Communication, 
Chinese Culture University 
(Expertise：Image 
Duplicate Technology

The color expert in AAT Taiwan reminds 
that the tree primary additive colors are 
red/green /blue However yellow is one of

Additive color model Subtractive     
color model

Duplicate Technology, 
Electronic Publishing, 
Digital Image Processing, 
Color Science) 

Hsu, Ming-ching

徐明景

red/green /blue. However, yellow is one of 
the primary color in subtractive color 
model.   
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How to define colors in AAT 

ISCC：Hue, value and chroma,
AAT：Hue, tone,intensity

Kennedy, L.K.(1965) A universal color language. Color engineering 3(2),2-
7.http://altenser.com/SRM2106AUniversalColorLanguage.pdf


