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About the Getty Provenance Index

● 8 databases

● 2 million records

● Primarily Western 
European art 

● Variety of primary 
sources



In the beginning...
● Published as book series

● Databases designed to support print 
publications
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Remodeling Project: Goals

● Improve accessibility

● Improve usability

● Strengthen relationships 
with other Getty Research 
Institute materials 

● Explore research questions



Conversion to Linked Data

From flat records to semantic triples: Subject ‐ Predicate ‐ Object

Exam ple:

Painting Artist Date

Irises van Gogh, Vincent 1889

Guernica Picasso, Pablo 1937

“Irises” = “created by” - “van Gogh”

“Irises” = “created in” - “1889”

“Things, not Strings!”
http://vocab.getty.edu/cona/700002212 -http://purl.org/dc/term s/creator-http://vocab.getty.edu/ulan/500115588

http://vocab.getty.edu/cona/700002212 -http://purl.org/dc/term s/created -1889



Provenance Index Data Model



Cleaning and Restructuring Data 



Reconciling with the Getty Vocabularies

ULAN: artist names

AAT: object types, subject, genre

AAT: currencies
ULAN: buyer and seller names

TGN: locations



Linking entities 

Vocabularies play an important role in the Semantic Web 
by linking resources from different domains 

Credit: Emmanuelle Bermes (2011) 



Data Workflow



Automatic Reconciliation



Manual Reconciliation 



Manual Reconciliation 



Multilingual Enrichment 



What’s next?

Follow us at 
http://getty.edu/provenance_remodel



Questions?

Thank you!
Ruth Cuadra
rcuadra@getty.edu
Twitter: @rcuadra

Melissa Gill
mgill@getty.edu 
Twitter: @secretinternets


