
DEVELOPMENT AND DISSEMINATION
OF SUPPORTING TOOLS FOR ART
DOCUMENTATION

Vânia Mara Alves Lima (ECA/USP) 
Ivani Di Grazia Costa (MASP)  

Magda de Oliveira Guimarães (MASP) 

1



ABOUT THE CONTROLLED VOCABULARY OF ART

 1989-1991 : controlled list of terms and subject 
headings was implemented at the Library of the São 
Paulo Museum of Art (MASP).

 2009 - updating the Controlled Vocabulary of Art and 
the Authority Catalog   available on the Web

 2013 - 2015 : Enhancements to enable this instrument 
of terminological control to have future interoperability, 
not only syntactic, but also semantic, with other 
national and international art vocabularies.
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PROBLEMS

Semantic and terminology inaccurate
 Inadequacy of the terms selected 
Absence of a terminology controlled, 

specialized and constantly updated
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OBJECTIVES

Develop a methodology and set guidelines for a 
public policy to update, improve and manage a 
controlled vocabulary to optimize access to 
information of art in Museums, Archives and 
Libraries of Art.
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
 Information Studies

 The Thesauri standards  ISO 25964-1 and 2
 Terminology 

 The terminological standards ISO704 and ISO1087
 Maria Teresa Cabre’s Communicative Theory of 

Terminology 
 Logic

 Ingetraud Dahlberg’s Theory of Concept 
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METHODOLOGY

Selection of the corpus
 Identification of the categories
Collected definitions  
Compiled proposed definition
Relations between the terms
Validation of terms
Hierarchy for the vocabulary
 Indexing policy 
Availability of controlled vocabulary on the web
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CORPUS

 November 2013
 6,629   existing descriptors:

2,206 synonyms (sacred sculpture / religious sculpture)
940 terms that were personal and corporate 

headings (Jackson Pollock/ MOMA)
2,011 terms were included in the following 

databases Geographical, Genre and Form, 
Occupations, Chronological, Themes and related 
areas such as Architecture, Conservation
(discipline), etc.

1472 terms did not have a definition
7



DEFINITION OF THE TERMS
 Reference sources in the field of art

 Art & Architecture Thesaurus (AAT) 
 The Controlled Vocabulary of the Fundação Biblioteca Nacional
 Controlled Vocabulary of the Integrated System of Libraries of the 

University of Sao Paulo
 Library of Congress Subject Headings
 Thesaurus of Brazilian Folklore and Popular Culture of The Museum of 

Folklore
 The Controlled Vocabulary of the Library of the Lasar Segall Museum

 Compile the definition of each term including its 
extension and its  intension 
 e.g.  for the term House

Extension of the term :  Farmhouse ; Cottage; Mansion
Intension of the term :  building  made for people to live in;  it 

can be made of wood, stone, bricks, concrete; it has different  rooms. 8



TERMS RELATIONSHIPS
 These relations allow the establishment of 

hierarchical and associative relationships such as 
 Gender / Species; 
 Whole / Part;
 Cause / Effect; 
 Agent / Process, other
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TERMINOLOGICAL DATABASE STUDIES - 1
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TERMINOLOGICAL DATABASE STUDIES - 2
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TERMOWEB - 1
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TERMOWEB -2
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TERMOWEB - 3
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CONTROLLED VOCABULARY OF ART (2013)
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CONTROLLED VOCABULARY OF ART (2015) - 1
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CONTROLLED VOCABULARY OF ART (2015) - 2
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INDEXING TEST

 Indexing of 364 documents
 Results
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CONCLUSIONS

 The presentation aims to show the process of 
transforming a controlled list of terms into a 
terminological thesaurus to improve access to 
terminology and other information about art in Brazil. 

 The Terminological database studies provides literally 
warrant and the TermoWeb provides user warrant to 
the Controlled Vocabulary of Art

 We have been establishing a policy for managing 
instruments for terminological control, criteria for 
indexing and information retrieval, and a methodology 
for validation involving specialists in the area that can 
be reproduced in different library settings.
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NEXT STEPS

 Improve the vocabulary with the 
participation of other art libraries in Brazil 
(REDARTE)

Establish the interoperability with other 
controlled vocabularies and thesauri.
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Thank You!

vamal@usp.br
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