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A multilingual classification system for cultural content
Hierarchical
Available on http://iconclass.org/
As SKOS Linked Open Data since 2011

The de-facto global standard for Art Historical Iconographic subject 
classification



3 Human Being, Man in General
31 man in a general biological sense
31A the (nude) human figure; 

'Corpo humano' (Ripa)
31A2 anatomy (non-medical)
31A22 parts of the human body 

(skeleton excepted)
31A222 chest, bust
31A2221 heart

31A22210 heart symbolism









From Visual Resources Vol. VIII 1992:

The ICONCLASS Research and Development Group wishes to 
acknowledge the catalytic role played by the Getty Art History 
Information Program in the recent development of ICONCLASS through 
its support of user conferences, publications, and technical analyses. 
This support has fostered an increased understanding and appreciation 
of the potential uses of ICONCLASS in automated databases. 

































https://chineseiconography.org/



Iconographic Archive Group

• ICONCLASS
• Index of Medieval Art at Princeton University
• Warburg Institute Iconographic Database
• V&A Chinese Iconography Thesaurus
• Brill Publishers

The Iconographic Archive Group (IAG) grew out of a conference, Iconographic 
Archives Past and Present, held in Beijing in October 2019. The conference 
brought together researchers from China, the Netherlands, Britain and the United 
States who work in and with iconographic archives: systematic collections of 
images organised by their subject matter, rather than by their creators, locations 
or materials.
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