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Institute InformationInstitute Information



KURODA Seiki

The Institute of Art Research

Member of the Institute of Art Research

Department of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage

Center for Conservation Science

Department of Art Research, 
Archives 

and Information Systems

Joint research on Heian Buddhist paintings 
with the Tokyo National Museum

Analysis of a painting by a handheld 
X-ray fluorescence

Shishi-mai at a village destroyed by 3.11, 2011 
The Great East Japan Earthquake, Onagawa-
town in Miyagi prefecture

Japan Center for International 
Cooperation 

in Conservation

Survey of the caves in the Barmiyan Valley in 
Afganistan

Institute InformationInstitute Information



Agreement Concerning promotion 
of the collaborative investigation in Japanese art with the GRI

Lecture of Ms. Kathleen Salomon and Discussion
6 Dec., 2017@Tokyo National Museum, Koroda Memorial Hall

Tobunken Monthly Report. Feb. 2016 https://www.tobunken.go.jp/materials/ekatudo/233121.html

Discussion with Mr. Jonathan Ward
Jun., 2018@Tobunken

Contributon to the Getty Research 
Portal. (1,392 records, Japanese art 

books and Exhibition catalogues etc. ) 



Artists’ Names:
Accumulated by Our Institute

Artists’ Names:
Accumulated by Our Institute



Multiple pronunciations of kanji character
for that reason It is difficult to share the Japanese artist name DB with areas that 
use alphabet notation, such as English‐speaking countries.

Kanji characters only
In almost materials, the name is written in kanji characters only, and the 
pronunciations is often not written.

Various Pseudonym (画名・号)
There are multiple names for one artist because there is a picture name and 
issue other than the real name.

Particularity of Japanese Artists’ Names 

kanji characters 梅 原 龍 三 郎
Correct 

pronunciation Ume Hara Ryū Zabu Rō

Other 
pronunciation

Bai Bara
Gen

Tatsu San
Mi

Mitsu
Sabu

O
Akira
Aki

(pronunciation
In Chinese) Mei Yuan Long San Lang



‐Published from 1936 to 2019, 74 vol.
‐Contents;

Art exhibitions information
Bibliography of art
Obituaries
Lists of Artists etc.

‐Accessible online via;
Getty Research Portal 
https://portal.getty.edu/
Tobunken Institutional Repository
https://tobunken.repo.nii.ac.jp/

『日本美術年鑑（Nihon Bijutsu Nenkan)』
The Year Book of Japanese Art
Bijutsu Kenkyūjo (Japan), Tōkyō Kokuritsu
Hakubutsukan., & Tōkyō Kokuritsu Bunkazai
Kenkyūjo. (1936‐2019). Nihon bijutsu nenkan =: 
Year book of Japanese art. Tōkyō: Bijutsu
Kenkyūjo. 



1) Obituaries published in the Year Book of Japanese Art
Obituaries of people in the art world such as artists, art historians, 
gallerists, collectors, art journalists in the Year Book of Japanese Art

Number of documents：2,961 persons (1935‐2016)
Each article contains, name of the artist, art researcher, etc., date of 
birth and death, specialty, short biography
URL：http://www.tobunken.go.jp/archives/information‐search/obituaries/?lang=en

2) Questionnaire Sheets
The source is the collected questionnaire sheet to edit the “lists of 
artists” in the Year Book of Japanese Art.

Number of documents: 4,846 persons (15,134 sheets)
Each document contains, name, pronunciation of the artist’s name 
(including uncertain pronunciation), date of birth, domicile, place of 
birth, current address.



“Obituaries” in the Year Book of Japanese Art.



“Lists of Artists” in the Year Book of Japanese Art.



Questionnaire Sheets
to edit the “Lists of Artists” 

in the Year Book of Japanese Art.



Questionnaire sheet : Tomiyasu Aida



nam
e

pronunciation

birth
date

birth place

exhibition

short biography profession

specialty
Pseudonym

note: teacher, fam
ily, colleague etc.

Questionnaire sheet : Tomiyasu Aida



For Contribution to ULANFor Contribution to ULAN



１） Inputting Romanized Name Data 
２） Conversion Our Data  to ULAN Metadata Format
‐>
Contribute to the Getty Vocabularies
www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/contribute.html

For Contribution to ULANFor Contribution to ULAN

a) Obituaries published in the Year Book of Japanese Art
b) Questionnaire Sheets

Number of persons Each document contains Romanization name

a) 2,961
(1935‐2016)

name of the artist, art researchers, 
etc., date of birth and death, 
specialty, short biography

be impossible
*not record pronunciation of name.

b)
4,846

(1935‐1989,
15,134 sheets)

name, pronunciation of the artists 
name (including uncertain 
pronunciation), date of birth, 
domicile, place of birth, current 
address.

be possible



Union List of Artist Names (ULAN): Editorial Guidelines, 2. General Guidelines
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/guidelines/ulan_2_general_guidelines.html

2.1.2.3 Required fields

a numeric ID identifies the record uniquely (IDs are assigned by the system)
a parent
preferred name
various associated flags
source(s) for the name
language, if known
contributor of the name (automatically assigned by VCS)
role(s)
nationality(ies)
display biography
sex
birth date
death date

(Other fields are strongly recommended:)
variant names
related people or corporate bodies



‐> from our spreadsheet fields to ULAN Required fields 

・ Generating Romanized names from pronunciation
・ Conversion birth and death year from Japanese imperial year to A. D.

ex) Reiwa 2 -> A.D. 2020



Japanese artists: Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties (Tobunken)

Hideki Kikkawa
Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

International Terminology Working Group Meeting
Getty Center, Los Angeles, California 6‐7 February 2020

Focus: Contributions to the Getty Vocabularies, iconography, or other directly related issues

This is all for my talk.
Thank you so much for your kind attention.


