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• Coracle Press records, 1953-2008

• Jasia Reichardt correspondence, 1956-1987

• Lettrist Movement papers, 1949-1988

• Arthur Petronio papers, 1919-1971

• Michael Corris papers of the Art & Language 
New York group, 1965-2002

• David Antin papers, 1954-2006 

• High Performance magazine records, 1953-
2003





Uncovering Archives and Rare 
Photographs

Two Models for Creating Accession-
level Finding Aids Using Archivist’s 

Toolkit
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Goals of Broader Implementation 

 Provide more timely access to new acquisitions

 Stop adding to the backlog

Gradually eliminate the backlog





Curator, John Tain



Progress of Broader Implementation

 13 collections completed or near completion

 Circa 650 linear feet in one year

 8 new acquisitions not added to the backlog (ca. 

356 lin. ft.)

 5 collections that had been in the backlog (ca. 324 

lin. ft.)



Added to the Backlog in FY10

 4 collections, circa 600 linear feet

 George Niemann photographs, drawings and prints 

of Greece and Turkey (ca. 13 lin. ft.)

 Knoedler Kasmin records (ca. 360 lin. ft.)

 Patricia Faure Gallery records (ca. 25 lin. ft.)

 William Krisel papers (ca. 200 lin. ft.)

 Net result: we processed about 50 linear feet 

more than we added to the backlog. 



Ongoing Implementation Challenges

 Oversize materials

 Audiovisual materials

 Space

 Cultural shift

 Iteration



Why Iterate?

 Corrections

 Conservation

 Internal demand

 External demand

 Digitization





Open lines of communication to identify 

collections that warrant further processing

 Curators

 Research Projects

 Reference

 Digital Services



Part 2: Uncovering Rare Photographs



Goals

 Make existing image lists accessible online

 Develop a template for creating new image lists that 

can be programmatically ingested into AT



Word Inventory for the Robert B. Fisher collection of views of 
Europe, circa 1850-circa 1920 (39 pages)



Options for making existing image lists accessible 

online:

1. Enhanced MARC record

2. Searchable PDF

3. EAD finding aid

http://library.getty.edu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?BBID=372601
http://archives2.getty.edu:8082/xtf/view?docId=ead/94.R.30/94.R.30.xml;query=;brand=default




Biggest Challenge: Non-standard data

Solution: Manual revision in 

consultation with a subject expert

Primary Lesson learned: Implement 

standards and enforce consistency



Goals for New Template

 Enforce consistency

 Map to standards

 Minimal training required

 Can be programmatically ingested into Archivists’ 

Toolkit



Excel Template



Thank you!

Andra Darlington

Head of Special Collections Cataloging 

adarlington@getty.edu

Ann Harrison

Special Collections Cataloger

aharrison@getty.edu

mailto:adarlington@getty.edu
mailto:aharrison@getty.edu

