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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COLLABORATION HIGHLIGHTS 
AREA'S EXCEPTIONAL HOLDINGS OF REMBRANDT PAINTINGS 
 
Virtual exhibition brings together works in the collections of the 
Hammer Museum, Getty, LACMA, Norton Simon Museum, and 

Timken Museum 
 

Rembrandt in Southern California 
(www.rembrandtinsocal.org) 
Launched November 12, 2008  

 

 

 
 
LOS ANGELES—In November 2008, a group of five Los Angeles art museums unveiled a 

virtual exhibition highlighting Southern California holdings of paintings by Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van Rijn (1606–1669). The product of a groundbreaking collaboration, a dedicated 

Web site—Rembrandt in Southern California (www.rembrandtinsocal.org) was created by 

the J. Paul Getty Museum in collaboration with the Hammer Museum, and the Los Angeles 

County Museum of Art (LACMA) in Los Angeles; the Norton Simon Museum of Art in 

Pasadena; and the Timken Museum of Art in San Diego, all working in concert. Unlike the 

limited duration of the average museum loan exhibition, this collective effort of displayed 

works continues indefinitely. 

Rembrandt in Southern California comprises 14 paintings that are on view in the 

"greater museum of Southern California"—a term coined by Scott Schaefer, senior curator of 

paintings at the J. Paul Getty Museum to refer to the communal holdings of art in the region—

with an especially strong representation from the artist’s dynamic early career in Leiden and 

Amsterdam. "It may come as a surprise to most people that Southern California has the largest 

collection of Rembrandt paintings in the United States with the exception of New York and 

Washington," states Schaefer.  
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While Southern California is acknowledged as a vibrant center for modern and 

contemporary art, Rembrandt in Southern California emphasizes the significance of the 

region's collections of important older works of art. Rembrandt’s marvelously executed and 

emotionally effective paintings have been avidly sought by Southern California collectors and 

museums. Remarkably, these works were acquired within just 70 years, beginning with J. Paul 

Getty’s purchase of Portrait of Marten Looten in 1938 (given to LACMA in 1953). Important 

long-term loans, such as Portrait of a Girl Wearing a Gold-Trimmed Cloak, lent to the Getty by 

a private collector in 2007, contribute further to the group. Together these works attest to the 

extraordinary range of Rembrandt’s achievement across his long career. 

Anne Woollett, associate curator of paintings at the J. Paul Getty Museum, sees this 

Web site as a means of shedding new light on this masterful painter as well as on the artistic 

connections between Southern California’s public holdings. 

“The Web site serves as a stimulus to residents and travelers--both physical and virtual-

-to become familiar with Rembrandt paintings in the area and will help apprise lovers of 

Rembrandt on where they can find works by the artist throughout Southern California,” says 

Woollett. “When you consider both Los Angeles and San Diego, there are 14 paintings by 

Rembrandt on public view. For such relatively young collecting institutions, that’s a major 

accomplishment.”  

The Rembrandt in Southern California Web site provides information and tools to 

explore the exhibition. Essays regarding each painting with points of comparison, a specially 

created audio tour featuring curators from all five institutions, and information regarding 

ongoing related programming are included. A printable guide featuring the painting essays, as 

well as a version of the audio tour for iPods and other MP3 players may be downloaded. 

As each institution develops related programming (such as tours, lectures, and 

exhibitions) that information is added to the Web site. 

 One of the first regarding a museum exhibition, a Wikipedia entry on Rembrandt in 

Southern California has been created to document this unique undertaking, to provide 

historical context about collecting in Southern California, and to encourage public 

participation in this project. 
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The J. Paul Getty Trust is an international cultural and philanthropic institution devoted to the visual 
arts that features the J. Paul Getty Museum, the Getty Research Institute, the Getty Conservation 
Institute, and the Getty Foundation. The J. Paul Getty Trust and Getty programs serve a varied audience 
from two locations:  the Getty Center in Los Angeles and the Getty Villa in Malibu. 
 
Visiting the Getty Center:  
The Getty Center is open Tuesday through Friday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. It is closed Monday and major holidays. Admission to the Getty Center is always 
free.  Parking is $15 per car, but free after 5pm on Saturdays and for evening events throughout the 
week. No reservation is required for parking or general admission. Reservations are required for event 
seating and groups of 15 or more. Please call 310-440-7300 (English or Spanish) for reservations and 
information. The TTY line for callers who are deaf or hearing impaired is 310-440-7305.  The Getty 
Center is at 1200 Getty Center Drive, Los Angeles, California   
 
Additional information is available at www.getty.edu.  
Sign up for e-Getty at www.getty.edu/subscribe to receive free monthly highlights of events at the Getty 
Center and the Getty Villa via e-mail, or visit www.getty.edu for a complete calendar of public program. 
 


