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People and Stories in Greek and Roman Art

BODY LANGUAGE

In these galleries, you’ll see various depictions of athletes. Some appear in 

three dimensions (as full human figures), and some appear in two dimensions 

(as images on vases and other objects).

With a partner, FIND two depictions of athletes. Look carefully—they can be 

large or small, sculpted or painted. 

List three words to DESCRIBE each athlete’s body, action, and facial expression:

   athlete 1                        athlete 2

1.                                                           1.                                                        

2.                                                           2.                                                        

3.                                                          3.                                                        

COMPARE the two depictions. How are they similar, and how are they different?

   similarities            differences

1.                                                           1.                                                        

                                                                                                                       

2.                                                           2.                                                        

                                                                                                                       

3.                                                          3.                                                        
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People and Stories in Greek and Roman Art

Now, try to IDENTIFY some of the sporting events shown in these galleries.

This event is depicted in a mosaic: _______________________________________________

This event is painted on a vase: __________________________________________________

This event is represented through sculpture: ______________________________________

LIST the sporting events shown in these galleries that are still popular today:

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

SHARE your discoveries as a group.

TAKE IT A STEP FURTHER
Back at school, DRAW or FIND a picture of your 

favorite athletic event. 

WRITE about how it relates to the ancient sporting 

events shown in the Villa galleries.
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