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Choose a sculpture or painting depicting a 

gesture or pose. Download the action phrase 

and simile poem template and fill in the 

blanks with descriptive verbs and figurative 

language. How did the poem help you to see 

the work of art in new ways?

Adriaen de Vries 
Dutch, about 1610–1615
Juggling Man 
Bronze  
2 ft. 61⁄4 in. x 1 ft. 83⁄8 in. x 85⁄8 in. 
90.SB.44
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To write a list poem, start with a 

still life or another work of art that 

depicts many people or objects. 

Describe what you see in a list 

of prepositional phrases, such as 

under the ____ / next to the ____ / 

in a ____ / beyond the ____. 

Don’t be afraid to repeat words—

repetition will give the poem 

rhythm. Add a line that will 

surprise a reader, for example, by 

revealing what you would do if 

you were in the work of art (e.g., 

over the bread / my hand hovers).
Jean-Étienne Liotard 
Swiss, Geneva, about 1781–1783
Still Life: Tea Set 
Oil on canvas mounted on board  
147⁄8 x 205⁄16 in. 
84.PA.57
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