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Lesson Overview 
Students collaborate to compose a short piece of creative writing based on a painting depicting a mythological narrative. They then learn more about the mythological scene in the painting and adapt their original stories into tales from the life of the Greek hero Perseus. 

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:
- work collaboratively to create a short story based on what they see in a work of art.  
- explain the story of the Greek hero Perseus based on an examination of a painting. 
- use their own original piece of creative writing as the basis for a longer story about the life of a mythological character.  

Featured Getty Artwork
Perseus Confronting Phineus with the Head of Medusa by Sebastiano Ricci, 1705–1710
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=914

Materials
- Image of Perseus Confronting Phineus with the Head of Medusa by Sebastiano Ricci
- Details from Perseus Confronting Phineus with the Head of Medusa
	- http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/mythology/0914_det1_zm.html
	- http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/mythology/0914_det2_zm.html
- Pens and paper
 
Lesson Steps
1. Follow the steps below for a creative writing activity using the Sebastiano Ricci painting.  

Begin by making four lists of words that describe what students see in this painting. 
- List all things that can be described as NOUNS.
- Make a list of ADJECTIVES that could be used to modify the nouns.
- Make a list of VERBS whose actions could relate to this work. 
- Make a list of ADVERBS that modify the verbs. 

2. Have each student use one or more words from each list to write a descriptive, introductory sentence, or topic sentence. Have them write this sentence on a file card and place it face down in front of the room. 

3. Have the students choose a topic sentence that is not their own and use this sentence as the opening line of a paragraph that describes the event depicted in the painting. 

4. Once everyone is finished, read the students’ interpretations of this painting aloud. 
- In what ways are their writings similar? 
- Discuss the differences between the students' stories. 
- Did some students seem to draw on different characters than other students? 

5. Once everyone has read their interpretations of the painting, have them discuss as a group what they think is happening in the scene. Draw on the conclusions from the students’ writings as they talk about the image. 

6. Continue with the following questions to learn about the scene as a group. Use Information and Questions for Teaching in the Image Bank to support the discussion. Two details of the painting may aid discussion as well: 
	- http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/mythology/0914_det1_zm.html
	- http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/mythology/0914_det2_zm.html
- Who do you think the main character in this scene is? Why? What is he doing? 
- If there is a battle going on, what weapon is the main character using against his enemies? What appears to be happening to his enemies? (The main character is holding up a head in front of him, and it seems that his enemies have been turned to stone amidst the fighting.) 
- In art history, attributes are clues or objects that are used to symbolize a person. What are the attributes of the main character in this scene? (The character holds the head of the Gorgon Medusa in his left hand; his other attributes are the helmet of invisibility [although he is visible] and his winged shoes, both of which were gifts of the nymphs of the Hesperides. All of these attributes tell us that the hero in this story is Perseus.) 
- The artist, Sebastiano Ricci, has set this scene in a great room or large hall, because in the story the setting of this scene is the wedding feast of Andromeda and Perseus. Examine the elements of the room. If this is supposed to take place in ancient Greece, what is wrong with the room? (The sculptures along the back wall are all missing limbs and look as if they are ancient statues, not new, as they would have been if the story was set in ancient Greece.)   
- Now that you know about the story shown in this work, does that change the way you looked at it before? 
 
7. Have students read more about the life of the Greek hero Perseus. Ask them to return to their original writing and use it as a basis for a new story, embellishing their original writing to fit within the larger story of Perseus’s life. Remind students to use sensory details and to develop the plot and characters.




Assessment 
Students will be graded on their ability to follow the assignment steps, their ability to create a short story based on the painting, and their re-adaptation of their original story into a tale from the life of Perseus.    

Extensions 
Have students illustrate their personal stories about Perseus. Ricci chose to show the moment of the battle in his work. What moment from your story will provide the most drama for an illustration? 


Standards Addressed

Common Core Standards for English Language Arts

Grades 3–5

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker or media source provides to support particular points.
4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
5.3 Summarize the points a speaker or media source makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence, and identify and analyze any logical fallacies.

WRITING
3.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
3.4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.
4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing (including multiple-paragraph texts) in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
5.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Grades 6–8

WRITING
Text Types and Purposes
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
3. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Language Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools

Grade 4
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write narratives: 
a. Relate ideas, observations, or recollections of an event or experience.
b. Provide a context to enable the reader to imagine the world of the event or experience.
c. Use concrete sensory details.

Grade 6 
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write narratives: 
a. Establish and develop a plot and setting and present a point of view that is appropriate to the stories.
b. Include sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character.

Grade 7
Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write fictional or autobiographical narratives:
a. Develop a standard plot line (having a beginning, conflict, rising action, climax, and denouement) and point of view.
b. Develop complex major and minor characters and a definite setting.
c. Use a range of appropriate strategies (e.g., dialogue; suspense; naming of specific narrative action, including movement, gestures, and expressions).

2.2 Write responses to literature:
a. Develop interpretations exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight.
b. Organize interpretations around several clear ideas, premises, or images from the literary work.
c. Justify interpretations through sustained use of examples and textual evidence.
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