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Lesson Overview
This lesson focuses on artworks that depict things people use for a meal. Students will build vocabulary and enhance language arts skills while learning about still life in a painting. Activities emphasize prepositions of location—through discussions about objects depicted in the featured work of art.

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:
orally describe the relationship of objects in a still life using prepositions of location.
	write prepositions of location and directional phrases that describe the relationship of objects in a still life.

Featured Getty Artwork
Still Life: Tea Set by Jean-Étienne Liotard
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=854" http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=854 

Materials
	Reproduction of Still Life: Tea Set, Jean-Étienne Liotard
Information for Teaching about Still Life: Tea Set, Jean-Étienne Liotard

Teacher Resource: “Art Vocabulary”
	8½ x 11–inch paper 
Student Handout: “Objects” 
Scissors 
	Student Handout: “Where Is the…?”


Lesson Steps
Show the image of Still Life: Tea Set and introduce the Art Vocabulary words still life, natural, and man-made. Inform students that an artist carefully thinks about where he or she is going to place each object in a still life. (See the Information for Teaching about Still Life: Tea Set by Jean-Étienne Liotard.)

Generate a class list of objects students notice in the painting. Point to the object referenced in the image as each student shares his or her response, and then write the word on the board. Introduce new vocabulary as appropriate.

	Instruct students to look at where the artist placed particular objects and how he grouped objects. Inform students that this type of arrangement is called a composition.

Pass out one 8½ x 11–inch sheet of paper and “Objects” handout per pair of students. Distribute pairs of scissors and have students cut out the objects on the handout. Demonstrate how objects can be placed in various configurations on the paper, and then have students try arranging the objects in different ways. 


	Inform students that prepositions of location are words that indicate the relationship of objects to one another. Pass out the “Where Is the…?” handout. Go over the list of common prepositions of location. Provide some examples of sentences with prepositions of location, using objects from the class-generated list. Examples: The tea is in the cup. A piece of bread is on the tray.

	Have students complete the Prepositions of Location part of the “Where Is the…?” handout by writing two sentences using prepositions of location.


	Next discuss directional phrases with students. Using objects in the classroom, have students complete the following sentence frames:

	Where is/are the ____________________?     
	The ____________________ is/are to the right/left of the _____________________.


	Have students complete the Right or Left? part of the “Where Is the…?” handout.


	Repeat the exercise by having students ask each other about objects in the painting.   

	Student #1: Where is/are the ____________________?     

Student #2: The ____________________ is/are to the right/left of the ____________________.
	Student #2 then asks Student #3, and so on.

Extensions
Pass out magazines, supermarket flyers, or other advertisements that have objects people use for a meal. Have students choose objects from these materials to cut out for the creation of their own still lifes. Distribute sheets of 11 x 17–inch paper and glue sticks, and instruct students to experiment by placing items on the paper in various relationships with each other. When students are satisfied with their compositions, have them glue their objects onto the paper. 
Have students present their works of art in an oral presentation to the class. Have them describe where they placed the objects on the paper, using prepositions.
Have students work in pairs with the cutouts from the “Objects” handout. Instruct one of the students to orally direct his or her partner by telling him or her where to place the objects on a sheet of paper, using prepositions or directional phrases.

Standards Addressed

Common Core Standards for English Language Arts 

Grades K–5

LANGUAGE
K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.
1.5 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
1.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because).
2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy).
3.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
3.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them).
4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).
5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and text with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
K.4 Describe familiar people places, things, and events, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
1.4 Describe familiar people places, things, and events, with relative details expressing ideas and feelings more clearly.
2.4 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audible in coherent sentences.
3.6 Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. (See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker or media source provides to support particular points.
4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
5.3 Summarize the points a speaker or media source makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence, and identify and analyze any logical fallacies.
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