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Featured Getty Artworks: 
Portrait of John Talbot, later First Earl Talbot by Pompeo Batoni 
	On the web:  http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=767 
Portrait of Leonilla, Princess of Sayn-Wittgenstein-Sayn by Franz Xaver Winterhalter
 	On the web:  http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=910 
	 

Lesson Overview: 
Students will make connections between their personal experiences and a work of art and use visual analysis to describe a portrait.


Learning Objectives:  
- Students can define a portrait and identify different kinds of portraits in artworks and their own lives.
- Students look closely at a portrait using visual analysis to verbally describe details.
- Students use new vocabulary.


Materials:  
- Looking at Portraits Vocabulary. Download RTF: http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/esl/downloads/portraits_vocab.rtf
- One of the two featured Getty artworks

Lesson Steps:
Begin with the following opening questions:
- Have any of you ever had your portrait made? (Remind students of ID cards, passports, photographs, etc.)
- What are some of the things you thought about before your portrait was made? (Consider clothing, facial expression, background, etc.)
- What did it feel like to have your portrait made?
- Do you like to show off that portrait, or do you keep it hidden?

Next, review the Looking at Portraits Vocabulary. Display the image you will use to inspire discussion so the entire class can view it. 

Discussion Questions:
- What is the first thing you notice about this person? 
- What does the facial expression tell us about this person? His or her posture? His or her gestures?
- What can you say about his or her attire? The setting? The props he or she is holding?
- Does this person work? What does he or she do?
- Would you like to meet this person? Why or why not?
- What do you think the sitter wanted his/her portrait to communicate?
- What do you see that makes you say that? 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

- Have students pose like the sitter and describe how it makes them feel.
- Bring in props, such as a fan, and have students discuss how using the props makes them feel (“realia” activity).
- Have students write down what they think the sitter was thinking about while her portrait was being made.
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