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Pretty Ugly? The Grotesque in Art and Poetry

© 2011 J. Paul Getty Trust
Grades: 	Lower Elementary (K–2)
Subjects: 	Visual Arts, English–Language Arts
Time Required:	3–5–Part Lesson
	Four 45-minute class periods
Author: 	Antoinette Pippin, Second Grade Teacher
	Alexander Science Center School, Los Angeles Unified School District

Lesson Overview
Students will discuss works of art that have grotesque elements and symmetry in their design. They will identify symmetry and line in grotesques. Students will create symmetrical designs for a pilgrim bottle and also design a door panel using grotesques. They will then analyze William Blake’s poem “The Tiger” and write their own grotesque-inspired poetry.

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:
	design a pilgrim bottle that incorporates grotesque elements and symmetry.
	collaborate as a group to design grotesques on a door panel.

create original poetry inspired by William Blake’s poetry and grotesque designs.


Featured Getty Artworks   

Pilgrim Flask by the Medici Porcelain Manufactory
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=1346

Paneled Room by Claude-Nicolas Ledoux (architect), Jean-Siméon Rousseau de la Rottière (painter), and Jules-Hugues Rousseau (painter)
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=113484

Paneled Room: Door by Claude-Nicolas Ledoux (architect), Jean-Siméon Rousseau de la Rottière (painter), and Jules-Hugues Rousseau (painter)
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?handle=detail&artobj=113484&artview=64006" http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?handle=detail&artobj=113484&artview=64006 


Materials
	Image of Pilgrim Flask by the Medici Porcelain Manufactory
	Image of Paneled Room by Claude-Nicolas Ledoux, Jean-Siméon Rousseau de la Rottière, and Jules-Hugues Rousseau
	Image of Paneled Room: Door, detail from Paneled Room by Claude-Nicolas Ledoux, Jean-Siméon Rousseau de la Rottière, and Jules-Hugues Rousseau
	Pencils
	Blue crayons

	Student Handout: “Pilgrim Bottle Template”
	Student Handout: “Door Panel Template”
	Chart paper
	Butcher paper 

Paint brushes
	Tempera paint
	“The Tiger,” poem by William Blake from The Oxford Book of English Verse 1250–1900, edited by Arthur Quiller-Couch, 1919 (see the Bartleby website at 

http://www.bartleby.com/101/489.html)
	Image of a beautiful flower

Image of something ugly or sad
	Paper (8 ½” x 11”, ruled)

Lesson Steps

Part 1: The Pilgrim Flask

	Display the image of the Pilgrim Flask. Tell students to look carefully at the work of art and share their initial observations:

	What details do you notice?
	What more can you find?

	What kinds of lines do you see?

	After the class discussion, provide students with information about the object. Explain to them that this pilgrim flask is a rare and valuable object that has a shape similar to containers that pilgrims and travelers used for carrying water in Europe during the Middle Ages. However, this flask was used for display and decoration, not for traveling!

	
	Using the image of the Pilgrim Flask, explain to students that the object’s design features “grotesques.” Discuss the notion of this work of art as both pretty and ugly. Ask students:

	Do you think the design on this bottle is pretty or ugly? Why or why not?
	What details do you think are pretty? 
	What details do you think are ugly? 


	Tell students that grotesque designs combine ugly and beautiful elements—scrolling lines, plants, and unnatural humans and animals. Designs might include chimeras (creatures that are a mixture, or hybrid, of animals, plants, humans, and other objects), small flowers and plants, and expressive but often distorted faces. Consolidate this information about grotesque designs onto a chart titled “Elements of the Grotesque.”


	Show students an image of a detail of the Pilgrim Flask. First have students identify the kinds of lines they see (as they did in Step 1). Then point out the symmetrical elements on the pilgrim flask and introduce the vocabulary terms symmetry and asymmetry. Symmetry occurs when the same lines, shapes, or patterns exist on opposite sides of a dividing line. Asymmetry is the opposite of symmetry, occurring when lines, shapes, and patterns do not correspond on either side of a dividing line. Ask students the following questions: 

	Where do you see other symmetrical designs on the flask?
	Where do you see asymmetrical designs on the flask?


	Inform students that they will create a design for a pilgrim bottle using symmetrical elements and grotesques.


	Pass out pencils and blue crayons, along with the student handout “Pilgrim Bottle Template.” 


	Tell students to sketch their design on the “Pilgrim Bottle Template” (reminding them to draw a dividing line between any symmetrical element). Allow students ample time to create symmetrical designs and grotesques on their pilgrim bottles. 


Part 2: The Paneled Room

Display an image of the Paneled Room by Claude-Nicolas Ledoux, Jean-Siméon Rousseau de la Rottière, and Jules-Hugues Rousseau. Encourage students to look carefully at the image and share their initial observations. Ask students the following questions:
	What details do you notice? 
	What more can you find? 

	Show students the image of the Paneled Room: Door, a detail of the Paneled Room. Ask students the following questions: 

	Where do you see symmetry? 
	Where do you see asymmetry?
	What kinds of lines do you see? 
	Is this design pretty or ugly? Happy or sad?
	
	Review the chart “Elements of the Grotesque” from Part 1. If students have additional observations after looking at the Paneled Room, add as necessary.


	Divide students into working groups. Tell students they are going to design grotesques on a panel, in the same style as the door design in the Paneled Room. Remind them to use symmetry in their designs. 


	Distribute copies of the student handout “Door Panel Template” and have students begin sketching their designs. 


	When students have completed their sketches, pass out a large “panel” of butcher paper to each working group. Prompt each group to transfer their design onto their large panel of butcher paper. 


	Next, pass out the paint brushes and paint to the student groups.


	Instruct students to paint the details of their design that they have sketched on the butcher paper. When the panels are finished and dried, hang all of the panels on a classroom wall to simulate a new “paneled room.” 


Part 3: The Grotesque in Poetry

	Point out to students that writers also include beautiful and ugly elements in their works, just as artists have done with grotesques. Chart and read the poem “The Tiger” by William Blake to the class (see the Bartleby website at http://www.bartleby.com/101/489.html). After reading the poem, introduce the vocabulary words repel and attract. Explain that attract means to pull toward (like a magnet), and repel means to push away. Tell students that a writer might include beautiful or happy words to attract readers, or ugly or terrifying words to repel readers.


	Ask the students which words or phrases in the poem repel them as readers and which words or phrases in the poem attract them as readers. Underline the phrases that repel them in red and phrases that attract them in green. 


	Pass out the paper for writing.


	Show students an image of a flower or something considered beautiful. Tell students to write a short sentence about the flower using terrifying or ugly words. Let students share their sentences with the class. 


	Next, show students an ugly or sad image. Prompt students to write a sentence about the image using beautiful or happy language. 


	Introduce the word contradiction. Explain to students that a contradiction is two ideas opposing each other (e.g., being attracted to something ugly or being repelled by something beautiful). Give students time to discuss as a class how writing in contradictions makes them feel.  


Part 4: Writing Grotesque Poetry

Review with students the images of the Pilgrim Flask and the Paneled Door. Also review the poem “The Tiger” by William Blake and the chart “Elements of the Grotesque.” 

	Tell students to each select an object to use as the subject and inspiration for their own “contradiction poem.” (Students may choose to follow a similar style as Blake’s, selecting a creature to describe, address, and question.) 


	Have students write their poems. Encourage them to look at the “Elements of the Grotesque” chart and incorporate at least one element in their poems. Give students time to revise their poetry as needed. 


Extension
As an extension, allow students to read their poetry in the “paneled room” classroom. Invite family and friends. 

Assessment	
Students will be assessed on their:
·        participation in group discussion.
·        incorporation of symmetrical elements and grotesques in their designs for a pilgrim 
	bottle and door panel. 
·        group work for paneled room painting.
·        creative completion of contradictory poetry.    


Standards Addressed

Common Core Standards for English Language Arts 

Grades K–5

READING
Literature
K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
2.4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.
4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean)
5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood. 
K.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
2.5 Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
3.3 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.
4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
5.3 Summarize the points a speaker or media source makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence, and identify and analyze any logical fallacies.
5.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.

LANGUAGE
K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.
1.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because).
2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy).
3.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them).
4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).
5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships. (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).


Visual Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools

Grade 1
1.0 Artistic Perception
	1.3 Identify the elements of art in objects in nature, in the environment, and works of art, emphasizing line, color, shape/form, and texture.  


Grade 2
1.0 Artistic Perception
	1.3 Identify the elements of art in objects in nature, in the environment, and in works of art, emphasizing line, color, shape/form, texture and space.  

2.0 Creative Expression
	2.5 Use symmetry (bilateral or radial) to create visual balances. 

3.0 Historical and Cultural Context
	3.2 Recognize and use the vocabulary of art to describe art objects from various cultures and time periods

English–Language Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools

Grade 1
Writing 
1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions
	1.1 Write and speak in complete, coherent sentences.  

Listening and Speaking 
1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies
	1.5 Use descriptive words when speaking about people, places, things, and events.  

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
	2.4 Provide descriptions with careful attention to sensory detail.  
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