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Grades: 	Lower Elementary (K–2), Upper Elementary (3–5)
Subjects: 	Visual Arts, English–Language Arts
Time Required:	3–5–Part Lesson
	One to three class periods
Author:	J. Paul Getty Museum Education Staff

Lesson Overview
Students will observe images of gardens, visualizing and imagining the shapes, colors, textures, patterns, sounds, and smells of the plants, flowers, and other objects in a garden. They will also write about and sketch their observations. Students will then design and create a model of their own imagined garden. 

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:
observe and write about the shapes, colors, textures, patterns, sounds, and smells of objects in a garden.
	sketch plants, flowers, and other objects in a garden.
	design and describe an imagined garden.
	create a model of an imagined garden.

Featured Getty Artworks

Verdure with Château and Garden by the Widow Guillaume Werniers
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/art_architecture/downloads/verdure_chateau.pdf

Central Garden by Robert Irwin
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/art_architecture/downloads/central_garden.pdf" http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/art_architecture/downloads/central_garden.pdf


Materials
	Reproduction of Verdure with Château and Garden, the Widow of Guillaume Werniers
	Image of the Central Garden, Robert Irwin
	Background Information and Questions for Teaching about Verdure with Château and Garden
	Background Information and Questions for Teaching about the Central Garden
	Student Handout: “Elements of Art”
	Pencils
	Paper (8½” x 11”)
	Student Handout: “My Garden: A Survey”

Student Handout: “My Garden: An Adventure”
	Scissors 
	White glue
Rulers
Toothpicks
Lunch-size paper bags filled with various natural objects (pebbles, flowers) and recycled materials (artificial flowers, fake grass) (one per student or per pair of students)
Cardboard pieces (8½” x 11”) (one per student)

Lesson Steps

Part 1: In the Gardens

	Have a class discussion by asking students whether they have ever planted flowers, plants, seeds, or even an entire garden. Ask students to think about the location of the garden. What buildings were around the garden? Did the garden enhance or fit into the surrounding architectural buildings? Why or why not? Inform students that gardens are very special because they change all the time—plants grow, leaves fall, flowers bloom, and the light changes from morning to night. Every time you set foot in one of these spaces, it might be different! Discuss how garden spaces are different from the surrounding architecture, which is more permanent.


	Next, show the reproduction of the tapestry Verdure with Château and Garden by the Widow Guillaume Werniers. Have a class discussion, prompting students with some of the questions from the Background Information and Questions for Teaching about Verdure with Château and Garden.


	Tell students that they will be writing down ideas about gardens. Pass out the pencils and paper to the class. 


	Now, show the image of Robert Irwin’s Central Garden. Inform students that the image shows an “aerial view” of the garden. 


	Lead a class discussion using the Background Information and Questions for Teaching about the Central Garden. If necessary, go over “Elements of Art” handout with students (see the Getty website at http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/elements_art.pdf).


	Next, ask students: “What kinds of plants, flowers, or other natural or man-made things do you see in the garden?” Tell students to sketch their favorite ones on the paper.


	Download, print, and make copies of the handouts “My Garden: Survey” and “My Garden: An Adventure” for the entire class. 


	Have students choose either the Central Garden or Verdure with Château and Garden, and record what they “see, hear, smell—and feel” in the garden on the “My Garden: Survey” handout.


	Then ask students to complete the sentences on the handout “My Garden: An Adventure.”

 
	Inform the class that at the bottom of the Central Garden, Irwin engraved the statement, “Always changing, never twice the same.” The garden changes a lot during the seasons. For instance, many of the trees fill in with new leaves when it is spring. Ask students the following questions: 

	What other parts of the garden do you imagine might change and in which seasons?

How would the changes in the garden affect its surrounding buildings? Discuss your ideas with a classmate.

Part 2: In Your Garden

	Tell students that it is their turn to create their own design for a garden. Ask students to consider the following:

	What kind of garden would you like to design? 

Will it have plants, flowers, grass, sand, stones, water, or other natural or man-made things? 
What shapes, colors, textures, and patterns will you include? 
In what setting would you place your garden?  
What types of buildings would be near your garden?

	Instruct students to turn over their paper to sketch their design and write down their ideas. You may also pass out additional paper as needed.


	Next, ask students to pick up a piece of 8½” x 11” cardboard and a bag of materials to use for making a model of their garden. Ask them to include the elements discussed in Step 1. Also, provide students with scissors, white glue, rulers, and the toothpicks. Then have students return to their desk or table to get creative and make their gardens!


	Have students write a brief description of the garden they created on separate piece of paper.


Extension
Have students display all of the garden models in the classroom. Then have an artwalk/garden tour where students can observe all of the models and answer questions about their creations. Invite family members and/or other students to the event.

Assessment
Students will be assessed on their
	descriptions of the shapes, colors, textures, patterns, sounds, and smells of objects in a garden.
	sketches of plants, flowers, and other objects in a garden.

designs and descriptions of their imagined garden.    

Note: Words in bold on this page and/or handouts are defined in the “Architecture Vocabulary” or “Elements of Art” handout for this curriculum. You can use these resources in conjunction with the handouts. (See the Getty website at http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/art_architecture/downloads/arch_vocabulary.pdf and http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/elements_art.pdf).


Standards Addressed

Common Core Standards for English Language Arts

Grades K–5

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and text with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.
1.4 Describe familiar people places, things, and events, with relative details expressing ideas and feelings more clearly.
2.4 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audible in coherent sentences.
3.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)
5.3 Summarize the points a speaker or media source makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence, and identify and analyze any logical fallacies.
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