Critical Analysis of a Painting

Title of Painting

Artist

Medium (watercolor, oil, etc.)

Description of Painting:

· is it horizontal or vertical?

· what colors are used?  Warm, cool, primary, secondary, mixed?

· describe the subject matter / imagery

Formal / Technical Analysis:

· how is the composition arranged?

· is the artwork balanced or unbalanced, symmetrical or asymmetrical?

· are the colors, lines, shapes related?

· does the size affect the artwork in any way?

· is the artwork real or abstract?

· what style (Cubist, Impressionist, etc.) is the artwork?

Interpretation / Iconographic:

· what is happening in the artwork?

· what kind of mood do the colors express?

· does anything in the artwork remind you of your own life?

· what does the artwork say to you?

· what do you think the artist is trying to convey?

· what ideas or emotions does the artwork express?

· how do you think the artist felt while creating this piece?

· are there any symbols in the artwork?  What do the symbols mean?

Aesthetic Level / Evaluation:
· what have you discovered from analyzing this work of art?

· have you learned anything about yourself or others?

· did your feelings about this artwork change after answering these questions?

· do you like this artwork?  Is it important that you like it?

Please include a Xerox copy (b/w or color) of the artwork you are analyzing

