High School Visual Art

Figure Drawing

Repeat for Credit:
Yes (Once)
Grades:  10-12

Graduation Requirement:
Visual and Performing Arts
Semester Course (5 units)

Course Code:   6313

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course concentrates on drawing the human figure, using anatomical guides and student models.  The figure studies include pencil, ink, and painting media.  In addition to anatomy studies, contour, gesture and action poses will be emphasized.  Specialized work will include portraiture, caricature, fashion illustration and creative figurative composing.

COURSE STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES

ARTISTIC PERCEPTION

The student will:

1.
Use their senses to perceive and discuss how the figure is portrayed throughout history and in contemporary paintings.

2.
Demonstrate proper visual and proportion relationships in depiction of the figure in their personal creative art works.

CREATIVE EXPRESSION

The student will:

1.
Draw the figure applying the principles and elements of design.

2.
Draw the face and figure using accurate artistic and anatomical proportions.

3.
Draw abstractions and distortions of the human figure.

4.
Execute contour and action poses from life.

5.
Demonstrate the ability to draw an accurate likeness of a person from life and a photograph.

6.
Draw demonstrating knowledge of the skeleton and muscular anatomy.

7.
Draw drapery and clothing on the figure.

8.
Execute drawings which capture the attitude of the figure from life, memory and imagination.

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

The student will:

1.
Identify different historical and cultural attitudes in depictions of the human figure in art and relate it to their own artwork and that of contemporary professional artists.

2.
Analyze and discuss cultural styles and eras and how it relates to fashion and design.

3.
Discuss the works of the “Old Masters” and “Contemporary Masters.”

AESTHETIC VALUING

The student will:

1.
Through discussion and reflective writing students analyze reasons for creating art works which feature the figure.

2.
Through research students interpret how and why artists throughout history and various cultures depict the figure in particular ways, manners and styles.
CONNECTIONS, RELATIONS, APPLICATIONS

1.
Students can connect, relate, and apply various types of arts knowledge and skills within the art form, across the arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and with disciplines outside the arts.

2.
Students are told of career possibilities within the arts, and are introduced to working artists in various fields as available.

Vocabulary

The student will:

1.
Define and use the following terms:


Anatomy
Composition
Features
Photographic


Anterior
Distortion
Figurative
Posterior


Contour
Enlarge
Foreshortening
Proportion


Contemporary
Elongate
Likeness
Realism
Writing

The student will:

1.
Make notations on teacher led lectures and demonstrations.

2.
Write critiques on selected art works, their own and others.
Performance/Production

The student will:

1.
Create a variety of figurative drawings and paintings.

Speaking and Listening

The student will:

1.
Aurally and in writing discuss their own interpretations, ideas, attitude and views of art which depict human figures.

CONTENT, SCOPE, AND SEQUENCE
The student will:

1.
Draw sequential anatomy and proportion of the figure.

2.
Draw on demand, life models in various lengths of posing/sessions and mediums.

3.
Maintain a portfolio of assignments and student concentration works.

4.
Practice and finish works in a variety of media.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Teacher observation

Student self critique

Teacher/student critiques

Portfolio

Teacher directed tests

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

Text: Drawing Figures and Faces, Barclay Sheaks

Text: Painting Faces and Figures, Carol Katchen

Video/VCR

Computer CD-ROM, Adobe Illustrator/Photoshop and others as available

