Beginning Art 

Full Year, alternating days: 1/2 credit unit

Overview:

The beginning art course, a studio based art class, is required for freshman.  The class is constructed to develop facility with a variety of media and techniques traditional to the visual arts and to develop self-confidence in students with varying levels of skill.  Emphasis is placed on the elements and principles of design, two and three-dimensional design, the fundamental skills of drawing, art criticism and art history.

Materials:

Required Text:
Art Talk.  Ragans, Rosalind.  Glencoe, MacMillan/McGraw Hill, New York, New York.  1988

Art Supplies:  The art materials required for the beginning drawing class include but are not limited to: drawing paper, drawing pencils, erasers, charcoal, kneadable erasers, construction paper, fadeless paper, mat board, India ink, calligraphy brushes, tempera paint, paint brushes, oil pastels, clay, clay tools, glazes in assorted colors.  

Art History Resources: History of Art: Slip cased (History of Art, 6th Ed) -- by H. W. Janson, Anthony F. Janson; Hardcover, slides to accompany book

Objectives:

The Student Will:

A. Demonstrate basic drawing techniques and skills and communicate ideas in an organized manner.

B. Produce works of art that effectively use the elements of art (line, shape, form, space, color, and texture), and principles of design (rhythm and movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis, and unity).

C. Discuss and make choices about materials as they relate to function effectively.
D. Communicate his/her perceptions of the world using the art elements, design principles, and art vocabulary.
E. Demonstrate in his/her artwork an exploration of a personal style.
F. Compare and contrast styles of art from major time periods and cultures using vocabulary specific to the visual arts.
G. Make sound critical judgements about the quality of artworks based on observation and experience.
H. Recognize, describe, analyze, discuss, and write about the visual characteristics of works of art.
Content:

A. Line

1. Calligraphic Line

2. Upside Down Drawing

3. Contour Line

A. Hands

B. Shoes

C. Kitchen Objects

D. Plants

E. Drawing Outside

4. Elements and Principles:  Line, Proportion (reading assignment:  Line and Proportion)

5. Art History:  The Prehistoric and Ancient World

6. Art Criticism:  Judging a Functional Object

B. Composition

1. Collage (out of class assignment in sketchbook)

2. Line Drawings with emphasis on composition

A. Drawing outside

1.  Plants

2.  Exterior Spaces/Introduction to Perspective

3.  Still Life

4.  Figure

3. Elements and Principles:  Line; Shape and Space; Movement; Balance; Proportion; Emphasis (reading assignment:  Shape and Space)

4.  Art History:  The Middle Ages, Art from Non-Western Cultures

5. Art Criticism:  Judging a work of Art

C. Perspective

1. One, Two, and Three Point Perspective

A.  Draw favorite room of house (out of class assignment)

B. Exterior Space around campus

C. Interior Space around campus

2. Elements and Principles:  Line; Shape and Space; Movement; Balance; Proportion; Emphasis and Unity (reading assignment: Balance)

3. Art History:  The Fifteenth through the Eighteenth Century


4.
Art Criticism:  Judging a work of art

D. Gestural Drawing 

1. Human Figure:  Introduction to Human Anatomy and Figure Drawings

A. Negative Space

B.  Figure

2. Plants

A.  Negative Space

B.
Still Life

3. Contour Line/Gestural Wire Sculptures

A.  Review the work of Alexander Calder – group project

4. Elements and Principles:  Line; Shape and Space; Rhythm and Movement; Balance; Proportion; Unity (reading assignment:  Rhythm and Movement) 

5. Art History:  The Nineteenth Century


6.
Art Criticism:  Judging a work of art

E. Value Drawings

1. 
Imaginative

2.
Still Life

3.
Figure/Introduction to Self-Portraits

4.
Elements and Principles:  Line; Shape and Space; Rhythm and Movement; Balance; Proportion; Emphasis and Unity (reading assignment:  Emphasis and Unity)

5.
Art History:  The Beginning of the 20th Century

6. Art Criticism:  Judging your own work

F. Elements of Portraiture

1. Self-Portraits

2. Elements and Principles: Line; Shape and Space; Texture; Rhythm and Movement; Balance; Proportion; Emphasis and Unity (reading assignment:  Texture)

3. Art History:  From the Fifties into the Future

7. Art Criticism:  Judging your own work of art

G. Color Theory

1. Still Life 

2. Self-Portraits with Dramatic Lighting

3. Elements and Principles:  Line; Shape and Space; Texture; Color; Rhythm and Movement; Balance; Proportion; Variety, Emphasis and Unity (reading assignment:  color)

4. Art History:  Art from Non-Western Cultures

5. Art Criticism:  Judging a work of Art

H. Sculpture

1. Clay:  Hand building and Wheel

2. Elements and Principles:  Line; Form and Space; Color; Texture; Rhythm and Movement; Balance; Proportion; Variety, Emphasis, and Unity (reading assignment:  Form)

3. Art History:  Review works of art by contemporary ceramicists

4. Art Criticism:  Judging a 3-D sculpture:  Form vs. Function

Methodology:

The beginning art students will be instructed through the applications of demonstration, written handouts, and hands-on activities.  Students will be exposed to art time periods and cultures of art through lecture, slide presentation, overhead projections, written hand-outs, and hands-on learning.  Students will be guided through the processes of comparing and contrasting visual works of art through oral and written activities.

Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated according to class participation, effort, demonstration of concepts taught, sketchbook and/or journal entries, and written and oral activities relating to project work.

