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Teacher’s Checklist for School Visits to the Getty Villa

Print this checklist for your reference.

If you have any questions, call Visitor Services at (310) 440–7300 and speak with a school group associate. 
Contact number (day of visit only): (310) 440–6550 
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Chaperones
[ ] Download the Getty Villa Chaperone and Picnic Guidelines document from getty.edu: http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/downloads/chaperone_picnic_guidelines_villa.rtf" http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/downloads/chaperone_picnic_guidelines_villa.rtf

[ ] Recruit chaperones—one for every 15 students (each must be over age 18 and they cannot be students). 

[ ] Meet with chaperones, and share Getty Villa Chaperone Guidelines. Discuss their roles and responsibilities, and your expectations for the visit.
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Teacher Preparation: Self-Guided Visits and General Visit Planning
[ ] Attend a Teacher Orientation Workshop at the Villa if you have never brought students to the Getty Villa before. 

[ ] Choose gallery activities for your visit. Print out and photocopy enough worksheets for your students to use at the Getty Villa, as worksheets will not be available on site. You may also choose to adapt worksheets to best suit your curriculum and visit goals. (See Visit Activities at http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/villa/villa_visit_activities.html" http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/villa/villa_visit_activities.html)

[ ] Search this Web site for information on works of art, grade-specific gallery activities, artists, upcoming exhibitions, lectures, and events. Many of the works of art at the Villa can be found in Explore Art (http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/" http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/) under the following browse options: under Types of Art, browse "Decorative Objects and Vases" and "Sculpture"; and under Subjects, browse "Mythology." 

[ ] Use the Getty Villa gallery map provided here to plan your visit: http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/downloads/villa_map.pdf
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Teacher Preparation: Guided Lessons
[ ] Discuss your lesson with a Getty Villa gallery teacher. Approximately two weeks before your visit, he or she will contact you by phone or e-mail to discuss how we can integrate the lesson with your classroom teaching, make specific links to your curriculum, and best meet your goals for the visit. 

[ ] Make clear and legible nametags for each student to wear during the lesson. 

[ ] Assign students to groups of 20 or fewer before you arrive at the Villa. For example, a group of 60 will be divided into three groups.
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Prepare Your Students
[ ] Watch the Villa Orientation Film (best for grades 5-12), History of the Getty Villa
(http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/videoDetails?cat=4&segid=3729)
 
[ ] Do the "Preserving Ancient Art " pre-visit activity (http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/activity_pre_preservingancient.html)

[ ] Do the "Thirty-Second Look—Getty Villa" pre-visit activity. (http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/activity_villa_pre_30second.html)
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Other Reminders
[ ] Have students pack lunches in small paper bags to fit into provided storage bins and lockers. For more information, see Getty Villa Chaperone and Picnic Guidelines. 

[ ] Call ahead if any parent chaperones are coming by car. Parking at the Villa is limited. Call Visitor Services at (310) 440-7300 and speak with a school group associate to reserve spaces.
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Upon Your Arrival at the Getty Villa
Once you arrive at the Getty Villa, a Museum volunteer or Villa Education staff member will meet your group. 

[ ] Leave the following on the bus, or in the car. These cannot be brought into the Museum:
water bottles
backpacks
umbrellas
gum/food
pens (pencils are OK)
markers

[ ] Wait for a School Group Volunteer in a green vest to meet your bus. After a brief introduction to the site and Villa visit rules, the volunteer will lead your class to the picnic area where you will place lunches in color-coded bins and store them in assigned lockers. Your assigned picnic time corresponds to your arrival time (see Getty Villa Chaperone and Picnic Guidelines).

[ ] If your group is arriving by car, you will be directed to the Outdoor Classical Theater, where a School Group Volunteer or Villa Education staff member will meet you.

[ ] For self-guided visits, divide students in groups of 15 or fewer, with one chaperone per group. Remind chaperones to stay with the groups at all times and only allow one group from your school in a gallery at a time. 

[ ] Agree on a time and place for the groups to meet after they are done visiting the galleries. We suggest the Picnic Area or the Outdoor Classical Theater. 

[ ] Borrow pencils and clipboards from the Villa Picnic Area. Please return these materials to the same place. Remind students not to point at the art with their pencils. 

[ ] Give students gallery activity sheets. We suggest that you only give each student 1–3 activity sheets (give the same worksheets to each group) as these activities are designed to be used in specific galleries with groups rotating through the same galleries. Have chaperones review with the students the order in which they will visit the galleries and do the activities.

