
 

Fundamentals of the 
Conservation of Photographs 

 

 

 

 

www.getty.edu/conservation 

 

SESSION:  Photo ID: Collodion (Matte and Glossy) 

INSTRUCTOR:  Tram Vo and Janka Krizanova 

 

SESSION OUTLINE 

 

ABSTRACT 

The session will review fundamental information for matte and glossy collodion photographs.  The 

materials will cover history, technique, visual identification, deterioration mechanisms, storage 

concerns and possible treatments.    

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

As a result of this session, participants will be more comfortable at identifying collodion 

photographs.  Have a better understanding of the history, technique and deterioration 

mechanisms.  Know storage concerns and possible treatments. 

 

CONTENT OUTLINE  

PowerPoint presentation 

Hands-on practicum (visual analysis of the process with comparisons and contrasts) 
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