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Top: Isolated isometric point cloud of one structure at the 
site. Bottom: A cross section through the isometric point 
cloud. Images: © Courtesy Center for Design Visualization, 
UC Berkeley.

An Answer

Laser scanning provided an ideal solution to record 
the complex and irregular surface geometry of the 
remaining adobe walls of this site and its smaller 
architectural details. As part of an integrated digital 
tool kit, the technology formed the foundation for a 
3-D information archive of current conditions, 
allowing measurements to be extracted, recon-
structions to be visualized, and field notes and 
photographs to be integrated by location. 

Although an important tool in the conservator’s 
arsenal, laser scanning is only one piece of a larger 
puzzle in base recording and is well suited to being 
part of a suite of digital technologies. In any project 
like this one, where data may be in proprietary 
formats or on limited life-span digital media, it is 
important to ensure the record will survive. A 
simple data preservation solution is to print out all 
information on archival paper and submit it to a 
library or international archive. A printed record 
can always be redigitized if the digital records 
become unusable through equipment or media 
failure or obsolescence.
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